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History Colorado - Off ice of Archaeology and Historic Preservat ion 
 COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
 
 Archaeological Isolated Find/Feature Form Instructions 
 
To be used only for phenomena that meet the requirements of the recorder’s def init ion.   
This form is not to be used for phenomena that are eligible for the National Register or are 
part of the built  environment. Typically, isolated f inds are transportable art ifacts representing 
a single act ivity.  A single feature may be considered an isolated feature and recorded on 
this form. 
 
Please note that isolated f inds (IFs) may be eligible for the N.R.H.P..  The Colorado Cultural 
Resource Survey Manual (Revised 2007 Version) changed the characterizat ion of isolated 
f inds.  The current language is, “ Because of the limited information provided on an Isolated 
Find Form, SHPO staff  w ill invariably f ind these resources not eligible.  If  you are 
recommending the resource is eligible or are recommending further w ork, the resource needs 
to be documented on the appropriate form.”   This form is the sole documentat ion for the 
cultural resource occurrence. 
 
Be sure that you attach a map in 1:24,000 scale w ith the IF clearly plotted.  
 
1. Resource Number

 

:  Please place the site number (Smithsonian trinomial number) here.  
Contact OAHP staff  (303-866-5216) to obtain a number. 

2. Temporary Resource Number
 

:  Indicate any temporary numbers assigned in the f ield. 

3. County
 

:  Fill in the appropriate county name. 

4. Recorder’s Definit ion of Isolated Find

 

:  Describe your criteria for distinguishing isolated 
f inds from sites. Make sure you are in agreement w ith the land managing agency’s 
definit ion. 

5. Locational Information

 

:  Enter the Prime Meridian in the “ P.M.”  cell, and the Tow nship, 
Range and Section in the follow ing cells.  In the “ Quarter Sections”  cell, identify the 
aliquot parts (“ ¼  ¼ ” ), and describe how  you aligned them, especially if  the sect ion is 
an odd shape. 

6. U.S.G.S. Quad

 

: List  the name of the 7.5’  U.S.G.S. quadrangle on w hich the isolate 
is located. 

7 Elevation
 

: Give the elevation of the isolate in feet. 

8. UTMs

 

:  List  the Zone (and the NAD datum), follow ed by the easting (mE) and the 
northing (mN).  Check the appropriate box for the calculat ion method, w hether 
manually, corrected or uncorrected GPS. 
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9. UTM Source:  Indicate how  UTM’s w ere calculated and if  you used a GPS if  the data 
w ere corrected.  There are four w ays to correct GPS data: dif ferentially, w ide-area 
augmentat ion system, satellite service providers using L-band frequencies, and 
postprocessing.  Iif  you used one of these w ays, then check the appropriate box.  To 
see a comparison of the four aforementioned methods, visit  
http://w w w .fs.fed.us/database/gps/pubs/htmlpubs/htm04712307/ 

 
10.  Landow ner

 

:  Identify the private ow ner or land managing agency (e.g., BLM, U.S.FS, 
NPS).  Be as specif ic as possible.  (Example: BLM-San Juan Field Off ice, not just BLM). 

11. Describe Art ifact(s)

 

:  List  and describe art ifacts observed at the isolated f ind location. 
Please include draw ings or photographs of any diagnostic art ifacts.  Be sure to mention 
the dimension and/or distribut ion of the art ifacts.  If  no art ifacts are present, check the 
“ No art ifacts”  box.  The sum total of the art ifacts better not exceed w hat you have 
listed in your definit ion! 

12. Describe Feature

 

:  Describe the feature you are recording, including dimensions. Make 
sure you include a sketch map.  If  no feature is present, check the “ No features”  box.  
If  you have recorded art ifacts, and you are tempted to describe an associated feature, 
you probably need to be f illing out a Management Data and appropriate component 
form. 

13. Cultural Aff iliat ion and Justif icat ion

 

:  Identify the most appropriate cultural aff iliat ion 
and the basis for your classif icat ion. 

14. Time Period and Justif icat ion

 

:  Indicate the approximate t ime period of the isolated f ind 
and the basis for your estimate. 

15. Relevant Environmental Information

 

:  Describe the natural environment in w hich the 
isolated f ind is located.  Include pert inent data about elevation, topography, soils, 
vegetat ion, and nearby w ater sources. 

16. Is this isolate located in a cultural landscape?  Indicate, by checking the appropriate 
box, w hether the resource is located in a cultural or historic landscape.  A cultural 
landscape is def ined as " a geographic area, including both cultural and natural 
resources and the w ildlife or domestic animals therein, associated w ith a historic event, 
act ivity, or person or exhibit ing other cultural or aesthetic values."  There are four 
general types of cultural landscapes, w hich are not mutually exclusive: historic sites, 
historic designed landscapes, historic vernacular landscapes, and ethnographic 
landscapes (see http://w w w .nps.gov/nr/publicat ions/bullet ins/nrb30/nrb30_8.htm - 
National Register Bullet in 30 Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Rural Historic 
Landscapes for more information). 

 
17. Why is this isolated f ind/feature not eligible for the National Register:

 

  By using this 
form, you are implying that you f ind the resource not eligible for the National Register.  
Please justify your reasons for believing the IF is not eligible. 

http://www.fs.fed.us/database/gps/pubs/htmlpubs/htm04712307/�
http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb30/nrb30_8.htm�
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18. Addit ional Information:

 

  Please include any addit ional information in this cell.  It  is 
acceptable to attach addit ional pages if  necessary. 

19. Collect ion

 

:  Indicate w hether or not the art ifac(s)t  w as collected, and list  the name of 
the institut ion w here the art ifact(s) w ill be curated. 

20. Report Tit le and Project Number

 

:  Provide the name of the report and any reference 
number w ith w hich the isolated f ind is associated. 

21. Recorder and Aff iliat ion

  

:  Enter the full name of the recorder, the name of the 
organizat ion, agency or company w ith w hich the recorder is aff iliated (be specif ic), and 
the date on w hich the IF w as recorded.  The date should be in a MM/DD/YYYY format. 

 
Addit ional Required Materials 

 
U.S.G.S. Map Location 
 
Attach to the form a copy of the port ion of the 1:24,000 United States Geological Survey 
(U.S.G.S.) quad map clearly show ing the location of the isolated f ind or isolated feature.  Do 
not reduce or enlarge this map.  Include the Smithsonian trinomial number, the name of the 
U.S.G.S. quad, and the tow nship and range in w hich the IF is located. 
 
Standard quadrangle maps may be obtained through the U.S. Geological Survey Information 
Services Center.  Please visit  w w w .usgs.gov for more information. 
 

http://www.usgs.gov/�

