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By WILLIAM L. MYATT 

William L. Myatt, a native of Colorado. a member of the State 
Historical Society of Colorado and of the editorial staff of Trail and 
Timberline, and an employee of the Morey Mercantile Company for 
more than fifty years, recently retired as Assistant General Man
ager of the company. Mr. Myatt has obtained for the State Histori
cal Society from Mrs. John A. Ferguson, Jr., of Denver, granddaughter 
of C. S . Morey, her grandfather's desk. more than eighty photographs 
of Mr. Morey's business friends, and other mementoes. From Mr. John 
Rogers of Monarch Foods, Mr. Myatt obtained for the Society the 
large, framed, hand-colored photograph of "Morey's Cabinet." From 
his first-hand knowledge and through a year of research, Mr. Myatt 
has prepared the following account of the Morey Mercantile Company. 
His article on "Cotillion Hall," which appeared in the October, 1960, 
issue of The Colorado Magazine, proved very popular.-Editor. 

Emerson said that "an institution is the lengthened shadow 
of one man" and this is certainly exemplified in the Morey 
companies-The C. S. Morey Mercantile Company, which owed 
its origin and success to C. S. Morey; and The Morey Mercantile 
Company (a change in name only, made in 1910), to J. W. 
Morey, son of the founder, who succeeded his father to the 
presidency of the company on January 14, 1913. Throughout 
its 75-year corporate life the comµany was controlled by the 
Morey family with only two presidents, C. S. and J. W. Morey. 
These men guided the firm to the position of the largest whole
sale grocery in the Rocky Mountain region. It enjoyed financial 
success, prestige, and respect. 

Sprague, Warner & Co., an honored name in the food busi
ness and a highly successful wholesale grocer, distributors of 
the Richelieu and Batavia lines, fathered The C. S. Morey Mer
cantile Company of Denver by selecting C. S. Morey 1 as its 

• Chester Stephen ;\Iorey \Yas born on a farm in Dane Count,-, \\'isconsin, 
l\larch 3, 1sn. HiR early education waR in d istrict schools. Before h e was 
se,·en teen he e nli sted in Co. I, 36th \'i'i~consin Infantn· and took part in several 
Civil War battle,. He was wounded a n rl hospitalized but returned to the fielrl. 
After being discharged from the army he ass isted his \\·ido,Yed mother with her 
farm, obtainin g "·hat scl1 001ing· he could. "\\' ith a natural inclination fo r con1-
mercial pursuits in stead of for farm ing, C. S. ;\fore,- attended Eastman's Business 
C'ollege in Chicago in 1867. He obtained work in the r etail groce r y of Cobb & 
Thorne. Jn 1873, h e became a western r epr esen1ative for Sprague, \Varner & Co. 
O n December 12, 1876, Mr. l\lorey married l\liss Anna L. Clough, daughter of 
.John A. Clough, Denver businessman. They were the parents of a son , .Joh n \V., 
ancl a daughter, ;\[ary Louise. l\lrs. l\lorey died on February 27, 1890 . C. S. 
)Jorey continued successfu l in bu~dness. and in add iti on to establi shing a ~Tocery 
empire In the Rocky ;\fountain region, became associated with Charles Boettcher, 
;\I. n. Thatcher. and others in establishing "hat became the Great \\'eslern 
Sugar Company, about 1905. For a time he '"as President and General ;\[anager 
of the Company. ::\Ir. ::\Iorey was a lways interestell in education ancl philanthropic 
projects, be in g one of the leaders in establi:-;hing Organized Charities in Denver. 
He died on .J anuary 22, 1922.-E<litor. 
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western representative in 1879. Mr. Morey came to a cattle 
ranch in 1872 in New Mexico, for his health, and while riding 
the range undoubtedly sensed the potentialities of this vast 
western region. 

Beginning in 1873 as agent for Sprague, Warner & Co. C. S. 
Morey covered a wide territory. He soon became their top 
salesman, and when he decided to launch his own business the 
company was glad to help him get established. In 1879, it was 
"C. S. Morey, Agent," located at 1809 Blake Street, Denver, 
where he handled. the sales, and, with the assistance of a fifteen
year-old boy, Tim Ryan,2 ran the office, too. 

Two years later, C. S. Morey was admitted to partnership 
in the Sprague, Warner & Company firm. The transition from 
"C. A. Morey, Agent" to The C. S. Morey Mercantile Company 
in 1884 was a natural one. Through the superb salesmanship 
and business acumen of the founder, the company soon out
grew the small building on Blake and moved to 1537 Market 
Street. As it continued to flourish with the growth of the com
munity, the company moved again, this time to Wazee and 
Nineteenth Streets, into much larger quarters. Before the turn 
of the century, Mr. Morey decided it was time to own a com
pany home. In 1896 he contracted with Brown and Schrepfer
man (now Brown-Schrepferman & Co.) to construct a five
story building from plans drawn by Gove & Walsh, architects, 
at the corner of Wynkoop and Sixteenth Streets. In 1902, an 
additional floor was added. Mr. C. S. Morey owned the lots and 
the building and rented to The C. S . Morey Mercantile Com
pany. This building on five lots, included a "mill" with a 
twenty-five foot frontage that housed the roasting plant, spice 
grinding department, extract laboratory, and print shop. 

By 1907, this building was too small, so property 125 feet 
wide across the alley facing on Wazee S 'Teet, was acquired by 
C. S. Morey. A bridge was constructed over the alley and 
part of the building was rented to The C. S . Morey Mercantile 
Company; part, to The Bowman-Hall Candy Co.; and the 
balance, to The Brecht Butchers Supply Company. 

It was not long before more space was needed for Morey 
operations, and in 1907, the "mill," including the roasters, was 
moved to these buildings. The word "mill" was dropped and 
this operation became the "factory." The Morey Mercantile 
bought all buildings from C. S. Morey in 1919. In a few years 
the factory occupied 72,400 square feet of floor space. Other 
buildings on Wynkoop Street were acquired at various t imes 
so by 1925, a total of 253,000 square feet in Denver were in use 
by the company. 

The first board of directors meeting of The C. S . Morey 
2 '] im Ryan ~erved faithfully for many '.'tar~ and on his fif-. ieth anni\·ersary 

·with the compan y in 1 929, 1\1r. J. \.\~ . :\llffl'~ rt>co~·n izecl this loyalty with ap
propriate r emarks, a i:'ouquet of fifty rn-.• , anti fife)' $10.00 gold piece" (go l I 
th e n being lega l tencl e r .)-1V. L. Jll. 

THE :\J OR EY l\IERCAXTILE COl\IPANY 243 

r >. 
/ ~ 

~ 
0 
~ 
u} 

"' """- .. (j 



24 ·I COLORADO i\IAGA7.1C\ E 

Painting of C. S. )lore~, father 
.J . \Y . 'l\Iore~ . ~on 

Both ~er\·ed )Jorey )lercantile Co .. a~ President 
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Mercantile Company was held in March, 1884. In the compara
tively short span of 50 years the company grew to an organiza
tion employing some 500 persons in Denver and in its eighteen 
branches in Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico, and Nebraska. 

In the 1890's private label merchandise appeared, and in 
1902, Morey started the Solitaire brand, which became the 
company's largest seller in top-quality canned goods. Canned 
fruits, vegetables, and coffee started the line. Items were added 
from time to time, including such varied products as matches, 
cigars, writing tablets, brooms, jar rings, and, of course, a 
complete assortment of food products such as cereals, fish, 
cheese, macaroni, and the like. 

J. W. Morey Works His Way Up 
A heritage of integrity sat naturally in the business philos

ophy of John W. Morey,3 son of C. S. Morey, as he was schooled 
in honesty and fairness through close association with his 
father during his formative years. His many sterling qualities 
were manifest throughout his business and private life. Born 
on December 22, 1878, in Denver, a graduate of Yale University, 
J. W. Morey entered the employ of the company January 2, 
1901 , at a wage of $5.00 per week. He literally started at the 
bottom by working in the boiler room. From there he went to 
the grocery division in the warehouse, later covering all terri
tories as a salesman "on the road," then back into the office 
in the coffee roasting plant. There he acquired a thorough 
knowledge of coffee testing and buying. He maintained his 
interest in this exacting occupation until the very last of his 
activity in the business, personally passing on the Solitaire 
coffee blend by testing it before the blend was sent to the trade. 

At this point it might be interesting to enlarge on expert 
coffee testing. While green (raw) coffees are graded on the 
New York Coffee and Sugar Exchange, this grading is entirely 
physical, based on appearance, size, and number of defects in 
the green bean, so even though a coffee may grade well, it 
could be of poor drinking quality, therefore a buyer usually 

:1 J . \V. ~Iorey \\·as regional c hairma n of th e An1erican Red Cross cluring 
,, .. o rld \Yar I, de\'oting his e ntire busine~s hours to thi s worthy cau se, whi le his 
grocery business was rnanagecl by J. G. D uncan, vice pres ident of th e com
pany. l\lr. Duncan " ·as a shrewd, capable, and experienced grocery executi\·e. 
ln 1922-1923, l\Ir. l\Iore~· was president of the Denver Community Chest ( later 
to become the United Fund). From 192 l through 1926, he was pres ident of the 
Nati ona l \'/holesale Grocers ~.\.ssociation, no,,· the National-A1ne1 ican 'Yh o lesale 
Grocers AsRociation. As \·ice president of that organization , he "·as insd·un1ental 
in bring in g- its national convention to th e Broadmoor in Colorado Spt ings in 
.June, 1920. 

In \'\ 'o riel \\'ar If , .J . \\". :\Iore~"s patriotic act i\•ity was as an inclustry 
member of The \Yar Labor Board , on \\'hich he se r ved faithfully. F or many 
year s h e \\'as a board member of St. Luke's Hospital, The Great \Yes e rn Sugar 
Company, the Denve r 'I'ramway Company, The First National B a nl{, the re 
o r ganize1l Denver and Rio Grande \\"e8tern Hailroad , ancl was a trustee of the 
Denver l\ I u~eum of Natu ral History. ll e was an ardent go lfer and in earlier 
year~ was State Arnateur ten ni s charnpion. His in terest in football, which he 
acquired at Yale, waB legendary, and the annual Yale-Harvard game was a 
"must" for him for years. Local football was on e of hi8 hobbies. His death 
occu rred at the fin is h of the Ok lahoma- Boulder football game in Boul cle r. o n 
Xo,·embe r 3, 1956.- 11". L . .ll. 
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had small samples of the proposed buys roasted in a s::imple 
roaster and these were "cupped," that is, tested for drinking 
qualities. In cupping a small sample, usually the weight of a 
five-cent piece of ground coffee is placed in a 4-ounce porcelain 
cup and bubbling, boiling water poured on it. The tester then 
iudges it by smell and taste. No coffee is swallowed. The tester's 
knowledge of coffee determines its value for the purpose in
tended and after finding a particular lot he makes an offer, 
buying it at as low a price as possible. The quality, however, 
comes first, and price is not discussed until the selection has 
been made. Needless to say, a keen sense of taste and smell 
was a must for a successful coffee tester. This was possessed in 
high degree by Mr. Morey. High-grade branded coffees on the 
market are blends of two or more kinds or grades of gree-_1 
(raw) coffee, and consist of Brazilian, Columbian, Mexican, 
Central American, and others, depending on the quality result 
desired. In earlier days Mocha from Arabia and Java from 
Dutch East Indies made a desirable blend, although the product, 
if genuine Mocha and Java were used, was quite costly. This is 
rarely found in today's market. 

On February 7, 1905, J. W. Morey and Mable Feldhauser, 
daughter of Phillip Feldhauser, a prominent Denver merchant, 
were married, thus uniting two leading, pioneer families. Their 
only child, Katherine Laura, married John A. Ferguson, Jr. , 
son of another pioneer, Denver family. Today their three sons 
are active in business: Donald and .John A., III , in Denver; and 
Morey, in Seattle. In 1913, J. W. Morey succeeded his father 
as president of the Morey Mercantile. 

William L. Myatt Joins the Firm 

About seven months after John W. Morey went to work 
for the company, C. S. Morey, on July 8, 1901, hired as third 
office boy, the author of this article. The company was 17 years 
old and so was the boy. The wage was $3.00 per week, the go;ng 
rate for office boys in Denver, and each boy had to own a 
bicycle. The hours were 8: 00 A.M. to 6: 00 P.M. , with an hour 
for lunch, which was a break for me, as I had left a summer 
job driving a retail grocery wagon, hours 7: 00 to 7: 00 with 
thirty minutes for lunch, although the wage there was $7.00 
per week. At that time eggs were 10'· per dozen; pork chops, 
10\' per pound; and milk, 21 quarts for $1.00, delivered to your 
door if you put out your pail so that the milkman could ladle 
milk into it from his ten-gallon can. Trolley and cablecar fare 
was 5¢, including a transfer. 

Duties of the office boys included taking to and picking 
up the mail from the post office then at Arapahoe and Six
teenth Streets, and carrying bank deposits to the First National 
Bank in the new Equitable Building at Stout and Seventeenth 
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Streets. The boys also answered the three phones,4 Main 140, 
Main 160, and Main 161, and called the party wanted, by a 
buzzer system. Too, the boys filed the correspondence, filled 
the inkwells, dusted the desks, and, in the afternoons, copied 
the letters by putting them through a copying press, the copies 
being taken in a tissue-paper book by the use of a moistened 
cloth under pressure. 

vV. L. Myatt 
1900 

If a boy was diligent and seemed to 
have promise he was advanced to second 
office boy and raised to $4.00 per week, 
usually in three to four months. And if 
he could stick it out and continued to 
make good, he became head office boy at 
$5.00 per week. 

A senior clerk sent a new office boy 
to Burt Davis Cigar Store, then in the 
Tabor Opera House Block at 1006 Six
teenth Street, to get the key to the ele
vator. It was, of course, a fruitless search, 

as the boy was sent from the first address to others, the 
practical jokers being in on the hoax. The boy, after two 
hours, returned empty handed, certain that he'd be fired. 
Instead, the manager called the senior clerk "on the carpet" 
and dressed him down for fair. This trick was on a par with 
such others as sending someone for a left-handed monkey 
wrench, or, as bank tellers did, send the boy for a check
stretcher, and as the boys at the Broadway Theatre sent a 
new usher down to the Tabor Grand for the key to the curtain. 

Good Fellowship Among Salesmen 
In the early years when the Morey Company was a small, 

closely knit group, a spirit of friendliness and cooperation 
percolated from the top down through the organization, includ
ing the warehouse and delivery departments. Some of the 
younger salesmen would gather at the office on Sunday morn
ings to prepare their samples and price sheets for that week's 
trip. Before the enactment of the Robinson-Patman price dis
crimination bill on June 19, 1936, salesmen were allowed dis
cretion in prices, and good customers (or more likely, shrewd 
buyers) obtained a concession in price, so salesmen had not 
only the regular price list, but also the cost in code. Codes are 
used today in pricing but not for the purpose of shading prices. 
Morey for many years used Cumberland as the cost mark. 
Blacksmith was also a commonly u sed code. The customers 
soon learned the code so Morey ch an ged to Msolytaire, and 
then when the Robinson-Patman bill became law this was 
abandoned, as one price for all, dependin g upon quantity pur
chased, prevailed. 

~ In earli e r days b o y s manned swi tchboard at t h e Colo r ado T el e pho n e Co n1-
pany, prec!et: es~or o f Th e ?\f o unta in S UHf'A Tf'h 11hone a n d Tele12;raph l'o. 

THE: MOREY MERC ANTILE COMPANY 

In the Sunday morning sessions the boys would spin yarns 
and swap stories and do a little barbershop harmonizing in a 
fine spirit of comaraderie. One group had an unusually good 
bass and a couple of tenors, one of whom sang with the Apollo 
Club, a local group which gave paid entertainments under the 
direction of Henry Housely, at the First Baptist Church, then 
on Stout near Eighteenth Street. 

On Sunday nights salesmen left on trains in order to reach 
their territories for business on Monday mornings. The terri
tories which in those days were far away from Denver, were 
covered by salesmen living on their territories. Such points as 
~hose_ i1:1 New Mexico were covered by a representative living 
~n Tnmdad; what_ was known as Routt County, by a man living 
~n Steamboat Sprmgs; and Western Slope towns, by men living 
m Delta, Grand Junction, and Durango. Those representatives 
came to Denver two or three times a year. Even as late as 1915, 
there was a hardware salesman who covered a territory from 
G~llup, New Mexico, to and including Walla Walla, Washington, 
with parts of Arizona, California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, and 
Utah. He was usually away from three to four months. His 
strong selling argument was his slogan, "Norton Nelson pays 
the fre ight," thus saving the merchant the tedious task of 
figuring his laid in cost on the many, many small hardware 
it~ms. This is a. common practice today, but in earlier days, 
with few except10ns, goods were sold f.o.b. seller's warehouse. 

The boys in the s•ore had a baseball team and each Satur
day would play a rival grocery team, among others, the J. S. 
Brown & Brother Mercantile, Spratlen & Anderson, and The 
Struby-Estabrook Mercantile, at River Front Park an area 
along the ~latte River between Sixteenth and Eighteenth 
Streets. This tract was used for circuses, fireworks displays, 
and other outdoor entertainments. 

Douglas and Jack Fairbanks Work for Morey 

O::ie of the bat boys was Douglas Fairbanks, then sixteen, 
an office boy at Morey's at the time. Doug's agility and histri
onic leanings finally cost him his $3.00 a week job one of those 
blessings in disguise. In taking customer orders 'to the ware
house the office boy would start on the second floor, finish at 
the fifth floor (the building now has six floors) and come back 
to the office. Doug just couldn't walk downstairs-he would 
slide down the freight elevator cable to the top of the elevator 
at whatever floor it chanced to be, and climb off there. Freight 
elevator shafts then were merely protected with a hinged 2 x 4. 
The story goes that one day Mr. C. S. happened to be on one 
of the upper floors and saw "something" fall down the shaft 
but coul?-n't find anything on the top of the elevator. The boy~ 
downstairs couldn't enlighten him, but he may have had his 
suspicions. 
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Doug became a pupil of Margaret Fealy, the mother of 
actress Maude Fealy (now living in Denver), appeared in local 
productions at Elitch's and the old Manhattan Beach Theatre, 
made his initial appearance on Broadway with Effie Shannon 
in "Her Lord and Master," and then appeared a number of 
times with other stars, including Amelia Bingham and William 
H. Crane, before going on to make screen history. 

In Hollywood, Doug eventually married America's Sweet
heart, Mary Pickford, his second wife. He returned to Denver 
now and then and usually visited the Morey office. Probably 
his last visit to the office was on November 24, 1926, when he 
and Mary came to Denver for the funeral of his brother John, 
whom we knew as Jack. Jack, who worked at Morey's twenty 
years, was secretary of the company, when he left to go to 
Hollywood to m:mage Doug's finances in 1916. Six of Jack's 
former Morey associates (four of whom have since passed on) 
were his pallbearers. In spite of efforts to keep the services 
private, a crowd of mourners appeared at the graveside in 
Mount Olivet Cemetery. 

Office Boys to the Top 
Mr. C. S. Morey had a penchant for helping worthy boys 

get started on a business career and although Douglas Fair
banks wasn't destined to become a merchant, he did merchan
dise his acrobatic abilities in climbing to the top of the silent 
movie profession. 

Other office boys went to the top outside of the grocery 
business, including Aksel Nielsen (1916), who left his Morey 
job as cigar salesman in 1923, to enter the real estate business. 
In 1925, he joined the Title Guaranty Company, of which he 
is now chairman of the board. He holds other offices and serves 
on many boards. His friendship with Dwight D. Eisenhower is 
legendary. 

Then there is Earl F. Shepard, who came as office boy 
November 21, 1901, and left in February, 1903, to go with 
Mr. C. S. Morey who, with Charles Boettcher and others was 
forming what later became The Great Western Sugar Company. 
Earl remained to become the oldest employee in point of service 
and first employee to serve the Great Western fifty years, re
tiring June 30, 1953. 

Mention should be made, too, of J. Donald Lutz (1903), 
another Morey office boy, who left his job as cigar salesman 
to enter the insurance business and is now president of Stough
Vincent Co. , a successful Denver insurance agency. There are 
many others whose names do not come to mind at the moment. 

In 1910, a group of employees formed The Solitaire Club, 
an organization which met once a month for study purposes. 
The company furnished supper and an assembly room and 
after the dishes were cleared a\\-a\' , a paper giving a history 

THE :\!OREY MERCAXTlLE COMPANY :!51 



252 COLORADO MAGAZlN"E 

and description of some food product, prepared by a member, 
was read and discussed. 

A Savings Association was also formed, the forerunner of 
a Credit Union, and employees could make deposits or have 
money deducted from pay checks for deposit. How the "deduct" 
idea has expanded! The account was handled by The Interna
tional Trust Company (merged with The First National Bank 
of Denver in August, 1958) . The company provided tellers at 
the Morey offices on paydays for the convenience of employees 
in cashing or depositing pay checks. 

The forty-hour week wasn't even on the drawing boards 
in Morey's earlier years. Firms usually operated nine to ten 
hours a day, six days a week, some closing at noon on Saturdays 
during the summer months. In the fall of 1901, Morey adopted 
the noon closing on Saturdays the year around. With the 
passage of the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938, which included 
the forty-hour week for employees in certain industries in 
interstate commerce, went on the forty-hour week by closing 
all day Saturday. 

Employees had the usual holidays and two weeks vacation 
each year. On the Fourth of July and Labor Day each received 
two silver dollars; on Thanksgiving, a turkey or box of cigars; 
and at Christmas, a $10.00 gold piece. As the company grew 
there were many part-time employees and these gratuities, 
with the exception of the Christmas money, were discontinued. 
In 1933, the gold piece, no longer being legal tender, was re
placed by a check, which seemed a pity after all those golden 
years. The $10.00 gold piece gift idea was suggested by Mrs. 
C. S. Morey just before she passed away in 1890. In addition, 
employees were permitted to buy groceries and hardware at 
wholesale, ordering once a week, and for 20<" could have the 
order delivered anywhere in Denver. To protect the retailer, 
this privilege was limited to employees' immediate families, but 
abuses which crept in could not be controlled, and this boon 
to large families had to be discontinued. Other privileges, too, 
had to be abandoned because some thoughtless employee took 
undue advantage, thus penalizing all employees. 

Throughout the years of progress the policy could be 
summed up in the statement, which from early years appeared 
in the employees' handbook-"fairness to our customers, our 
employees, and ourselves." That policy was rigidly followed. 
Fair play, a slogan in itself, irrespective of its soundness, cannot 
run a business but its diligent and intelligent application, 
coupled with adherence to sound policy, can go a long ways 
toward the goal on the uphill path to success. 

The food business within the memory of this writer has 
always been a close margin and highly competitive one, par
ticularly at the wholesale and retail levels and is so at the 
present time. In fact, some contemporaries contend it's more 
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so than ever and is most severe on the small dealer. The battle 
always seems worse when you're in the action. The food busi
ness is not unique in the competitive situation. 

In the early days in this region the mining industry was 
dependent on the wholesaler for food and certain supplies 
which were brought in in large lots, usually by wagon train~ 
and later by rail. These were distributed to retailers over a 
large area, and the "drummer" or salesman covered a wide 
territory by stage, rail, and buggy, and in some remote regions 
by horseback. The appearance of the automobile gave the sales
man greater flexibility and enabled him to cover more terri
tory. In late years, one enterprising Morey salesman relied on 
hi~ ~irp!ane for parts of his territory. As the prospecting and 
mmmg mcreased, the consequent population expansion prompt
ed the establishment of jobbers, and Denver became the natural 
distributing point. 

Many Grocery Businesses in Colorado 
The C. S. Morey Mercantile Company was not the first 

wholesale grocery to open in Colorado, but eventually be~ame 
the largest in sales, territory, and number of employees. John 
S. Brown established a grocery business in Denver in 1861. 
His place was destroyed by the big fire in 1863, but he opened 
as soon as he could get merchandise. Again, in 1864, he was 
wiped out by the Cherry Creek flood. A third time Mr. Brown 
began business, this time with his brother, Junius F., as The 
J. S. Brown & ~rother Mercantile Company. The company 
prospered and enJoyed the honor and respect of the expanding 
West. After seventy-six years of successful operation the busi
ness was sold to Morey. 

Another large, prosperous wholesaler was The Struby
Estabrook Mercantile Company, established in 1883, just before 
the Morey company was incorporated, was located at Wynkoop 
and Seventeenth Streets, where for many years the "Welcome 
Arch" spanned Seventeenth Street. One of Struby's private 
brands was "Welcome Arch." The company was acquired by 
Morey in 1913, who prophetically abandoned the brand. The 
arch came down in 1931. 

In the 1890's and early 1900's wholesalers sprang up at 
Colorado Springs, Pueblo, Trinidad (with Denver, the railroad 
"common points" of Colorado), and later at Grand Junction, 
Durango, Greeley, Boulder, Fort Collins, Sterling, and Canon 
City. The Colorado Fuel and Iron Company operated the Colo
rado Supply Company as supplier for its chain of company 
stores ~t various points. This operation, too, was absorbed by 
Morey m April, 1931. 
. Because the press of competition was severe on smaller 
~obbers, many gave up. Morey acquired several of them, and 
m most cases got desirable personnel, particularly some top
notch salesmen. In this manner Morey expanded and eventually 
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absorbed some twenty-five establishments, large and small, in 
a period of thirty-five years, the final one being The J. S. Brown 
and Brother Mercantile Company in 1937. These twenty-five 
companies were not all grocers-one, The Hardesty Manufac
turing Company (1911), made baking powder, bakers' extracts, 
soda fountain fruits, and the like; another, The Foster Honey 
and Mercantile Company, of Boulder (1925), handled honey 
and beekeepers' supplies. 

Morey served many of the largest retailers in the area, 
including the general stores which dotted the rural towns: 
the oldest store in the state, Salazar's at San Luis, and the 
se;::ond oldest, in fact, the oldest store operating under the same 
name and family ownership, the oldest account on Morey's 
books, Kneisel & Anderson, Georgetown, were customers 
through the years. Others included A. Oldland & Co., Meeker, 
the J . W. Hugus & Co., stores, Russell Gates Mercantile Co., 
with stores in eastern Colorado, Stark Bros., St. Elmo, Frazier 
and Burke, Cripple Creek and Victor; the Harder-Moser Mere. 
Co., Cripple Creek; Pete Lege, Dillon; The Tin Cup Mdse. Co. 
(shipped via St. Elmo and hauled over Tin Cup Pass); Hart
Zaitz Mere. Co., Leadville; R. R. Williams & Co., Pitkin; Sunny
side Mining Commrnsary, Sunnyside; Hawley Mdse. Co., and 
Sauer-McShane Mere. Co., of Central City; and flourishing 
stores in many other mining camps such as Aspen, Telluride, 
Ouray, Alma, Fairplay, and Breckenridge. These are only a 
very few of the many large accounts served by Morey in the 
early 1900's. Some of these establishments are operating today, 
a few with members of the families that started them. 

Immense quantities of merchandise were shipped to Hitch
cock and Tmkler when they were constructing the Moffat 
Tunnel from 1924 to 1927. And it is interesting to note that 
Morey had a car of sugar from Califor nia on the fi..:st train 
through the tunnel via the Dotsero Cutoff in June, 1934. This 
cutoff connected the tunnel with the main line of the D . & 
R. G. W.R. R. 

Salesmen Call on Customers 
Territories were covered, that is , cus tomers were called 

on by salesmen regularly; in Denver, once a week, except 
downtown where the larger stores were, every day. These 
downtown stores included Wolfe Londoner, John Thompson 
Grocery, Hurlbut's, The Golden Eagle, Grand Grocery, Humph
rey & Brinker, among others. A salesman well-versed in res
taurant techniques called on The Brown Palace and other 
hotels, clubs, including The Denver Club, and restaurants and 
well-known eating houses of the day. Among the latter were 
The Royal at 1641 Curtis Street, Clarke's at 1546 Curtis, the 
Tortoni, 1541 Arapahoe, and The Manhattan , on ~arimer Street. 
The Manhattan, famous from co t t coast for its steaks, was 
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the largest restaurant coffee account in Colorado. Established 
in 1896, The Manhattan was owned and managed by Richard 
Pinhorn, a stolid, taciturn perfectionist from London. It was 
open twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, and there 
was no key to the front door. This eating house at 1635 Larimer 
Street had a counter, tables, and dining booths. The counter 
and tables were stacked high with sliced white and graham 
bread to which customers could help themselves even though 
the order was only a 51'· bowl of soup. Every sg_lad was made 
fresh as ordered, and the combination salad-lettuce and to
mato-was served in a generous-sized bowl. No waiter ever 
asked a customer with a forced smile, "Is everything all right?" 
Mr. Pinhorn, when on duty, would personally circulate amongst 
the diners and see if everything was all right , and woe to the 
waiter who served a sloppy meal! 5 

Other large dining-room coffee users supplied for years 
by Morey included The Antlers Hotel, Colorado Springs, the 
dining cars and eating houses of the Denver and Rio Grande 
Railroad, the Brown Palace Hotel, Daniels & Fisher's Tea Room 
(originally on the fourth floor of the Lawrence building) , then 
managed by Mrs. Helen Miller. 

Morey's largest selling package coffee in the 1890's and 
early 1900's was Capitol Coffee, a three-pound pail labeled with 
a picture of Colorado's new state Capitol, and containing an 
atrocious German pattern cup and saucer or cereal dish. It 
was sold on a delivered-to-customer basis to any point on the 
territory and was priced to retail at $1.00 for the three-pound 
pail. At some points, such as Telluride and Silverton, the freight 
rate was so high it ate up the gross profit. The cups and saucers 
and dishes arrived direct from Germany in enormous casks 
and were so skillfully packed there was rarely a broken or 
cracked piece. Later, encouraged by the success of Capitol 
Coffee, Morey marketed a one-pound pail of Capitol Tea, con
taining a dainty Japanese cup and saucer. This sold well. Com
petition soon imitated Capitol Coffee but none sold as did the 
original. The decline of mining, plus the introduction of the 
vacuum can for coffee, put the skids under this popular three
pounder. Long after its demise, however, these cups and saucers 
and rusty pails, too, could be found in deserted cabins in ghost 
towns, mute reminders of a bygone era of Colorado. 

Two large outlets for roasted coffee were the United States 
Government, before the government-operated roasting plants 

'Mr. Pin horn d ied May 30, 1 922, a n d in 1 924, a fo untain was e r ect e d a t 
the cur b in fro n t of The M a nhatt a n , w ith f u n ds provided by g rateful c itizens 
who had enjoyed h is hospitality. This fo unta in was m oved Oct o b e r 23, 195 9, t o 
the corn er of Wynk oop a n cl Se,·en teen th Streets, a c r oss f r o m the Union Sta ti o n. 
After Hichard P inhorn 's d eath, the r est a ura n t was r un by som e of the e m
p loyees fo r a few years, b u t it lacked the m agic t ouch of t h e mas t e r. A f t e r 
t rusteesh ips a n d management c ha nges, the p lace fina ll y c losed ig nominiousl y 
o n Apr il 20, 1 9 41. It r eope n ed a t a la t e r date b u t o nly the n a m e w as the s ame . 
Th is Yent u r e c losed i n 1 952 .-W. L . ill. 
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were established,6 and the Indian traders in New Mexico and 
Southern Colorado. 

Pioneers in Radio Advertising 
At a time when radio was recognized as a coming adver

tising medium, a group of singers was formed in 1928, known 
as "The Solitaire Cowboys." Their aim was to promote Solitaire 
Coffee sales. They became an immediate success on KOA, not 
only as entertainment but as a sales factor, booming Solitaire 
Coffee sales-in modern terms they were "an artistic and box
office success." Ball and Davidson, a Denver advertising agency, 
still operating in Denver, although with different owners, was 
at that time handling Solitaire advertising. Craig Davidson 
of the firm and now vice president in charge of sales of The 
Purex Company of California, was the genius to whom credit 
goes for originating the program. Mr. Davidson says, "It was 
in the early days of radio advertising. You may recall the 
battle we had with the radio officials to get permission to 
mention the name of the advertiser who was buying the time 
and putting on the show. For a time they were so adamant about 
permitting the mention of the advertiser that we had to resort 
to the subterfuge of working in 'Solitaire Kitchens' as the 
sponsor. Eventually, of course, this silly station policy broke 
down. But it was an amazing fact in the history of the develop
ment of radio broadcast sponsorship. 

"This was one of the very first of the 'Westerns' or cowboy 
shows. It was purely a local show, but with a huge audience 
in the West, since KOA in those days reached from Canada to 
the Gulf. It was the most popular program on KOA with the 
single exception of Amos and Andy, according to the crude 
audience checks of that time. Because of this popularity, NBC 
put the Solitaire Cowboys on its coast-to-coast network as an 
unsponsored show. So it evidently was one of the first Western 
cowboy shows on the networks. 'Death Valley Days' came in 
about the same time." 

The Solitaire Cowboys zoomed the sales of Solitaire Coffee 
and also Solitaire sales in general as other items were men
tioned on the air. A shift from the tall, slip-cover-labelled can 
to the now universally used flat , lithographed vacuum can also 
boosted coffee sales. 

Solitaire advertising continued, minus the Cowboys, and 
on May 24, 1951, the Advertising Club of Denver presented 
its Fame and Fortune Award to Mr. J. W. Morey, for "out
standing achievement in the building of one of Colorado's most 

•The latter was a low-priced coffee but of large tonnage. Government 
issue coffee "·as a medium g-rade, good-d rink ing BrazjJian bean and bus iness "·as 
secured on a bid basis. Some ten year s ago the government abandon ed the 
roasting plants and today again buys coffee fron1 comn1 erc ial roaste rs. 

l\lorey·s Solitair e Cowboys on KOA, NBC 
1930 
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successful businesses through the medium of sound merchan
dising, advertising, and selling of a high quality commodity."7 

Cigars Were Ordered by the Carload 
Three Morey salesmen in Denver devoted their full time 

to the cigar and tobacco trade, including the saloons among 
their buyers. Among customers were John D. Ross at Fifteenth 
and Lawrence, Burt Davis, 1006 Sixteenth Street, and many 
others. A cigar was "the smoke" early in the century, and 
Morey enjoyed a very large distribution throughout the terri
tory. The 1905 Morey catalogue boasted a "perfectly constructed 
vault with a capacity of 3,000,000 cigars. It is equipped with 
every modern improvement that will assist in keeping cigars 
in perfect condition." At that time only two and one-half pages 
in the catalogue were devoted to cigarettes. Cigars had four 
pages; plug (chewing) tobacco, two pages; while smoking to
bacco required nine pages. Among other brands, Bull Durham, 
now a product of the American Tobacco Company, was listed, 
a brand on the market today after ninety years of sales for 
the pipe smoker. 

In Havana cigars, La Confesion, made by Benito Roviro 
Co., was the large seller in the 10( and up smokes. By far 
the largest selling good 5¢ cigar in the region was "Morey's 
Cabinet,'' made by W. K. Gresh & Sons, Norristown, Pennsyl
vania, a company now out of business. The sale was tremendous. 
At times cigars were delivered to Morey in full carload lots, not 
because the freight rate was lower, but to supply the ever
increasing demand. Such delivery was good publicity, too. It 
gave the salesmen something to talk about. The rate on cigars 
from the Atlantic Seaboard in 1900, was 2.72 per cwt. and the 
rate today, 6.21. The cigars were packed fifty to the box, with 
two hundred boxes in large wooden cases which were sealed, 
corded, and strapped to minimize theft in transit . 

The individual cigar boxes carried photos of the Morey 
salesmen on the inside of the cover and originally had ten 
pictures, including John Fairbanks, then a salesman. In 1907, 
there were twenty photos ; and in 1914, thirty-eight. Each year, 
as the sales force grew, more photos were added until the 
cover was pretty well filled, hence the photos became smaller 
and smaller. Morey reached a total of eighty-five salesmen, but 
this was after "Cabinets" ceased to exist-anyway, how could 
eighty-five photos appear on one cigar box lid? Cigar smoking 
reached such a low ebb that "Morey's Cabinet" was abandoned, 
as were many other popular brands. 

1 Since Con so lid a ted Foods, w l1ich bought the Morey Compan y in 1%6, al
r eady had amp le fac ili t ies fo r coffee roasting and kitchens for produ cing the 
oth er ite m s, this d i v i s io n ·was so ld in 1957, to two Texas food compan ies a n o, ex
cept in i sol a t ed cases, Soli taire coffee and n1any other Solitaire produ cts have 
disap peared f r om thi s mar ket. The brand has lwen rep l aced by Monarch, a ver y 
fine line of p riyat e label goods, distrihutPol hy Consolidated Foods. Th is li n e 
\ Va s o ri g-inate d b~· R eij-Murdock of C'hlc·ag'n another company acquired by 
Consolidated prio r t o t he ::\fo r ey purcha " 
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Photogr aph s of Sal esm e n W e r e Used on Ins ide of C ig ar B ox Lid s for " M o r ey 's Ca binet. " 
Top: W illi a m Dobl e r, Fre el Rubl e , Charles Pla tfoot , J . W . Lowerre , and J . Fairbanks. 
Bottom: H . F . W a r e, J. A . G rant, C harles H at fi e ld, C. W. D ix , and W. W . Harris. 

The zooming popularity of cigarettes wrought havoc with 
cigar sales and, in a few short years, almost annihilated them 
from the United States market. In the last four or five years, 
however, cigars have staged a mild comeback, but today cigar
ettes are "the smoke." 

Morey's cigar and tobacco department also carrjed snuff 
and, yes, snuff boxes. Eight brands of snuff were listed, Copen
hagen at that time being the popular snuffer. Plug (chewing) 
tobacco was a tremendous seller. Pipes constituted a large 
volume of business, as did smoking tobacco and cigarette 
papers, for rolling your own. 

The department cac-r ied a fine selection of pipes, including 
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high grade briars and meerschaums, also corncobs which sold 
readily at $2.50 per gross, to retail at a nickel each. 

In 1900, Denver's population was 133,859 and the city di
rectory listed in its business section, fifty-five cigar makers. 
Deliveries were made by horse-drawn vehicles. Morey's cata
logue listed three pages of buggy whips and horse brushes. 
The same city directory listed thirty-four horseshoers. Denver's 
population in 1960 was 489,217, yet there are no cigar makers 
or horseshoers listed in the 1960 business directory. There are 
some individual horseshoers in the yellow pages of the tele
phone directory, mostly in the suburbs. With the gradual de
cline in the cigar business, the department discontmued cigars 
and merged the cigarette and tobacco business with the grocerv 
department.8 • 

Selling, Importing, and Manufacturing 
From a small beginning in selling tinware, cutlery, wooden

ware, and miners' candlesticks (now collector's items), as well 
as sheet metal campstoves used by miners and prospectors, 
the hardware department grew to be not only a favorable factor 
in sales and gross profits of the Morey company, but an im
portant distributing unit in the Rocky Mountam West.9 It even
tually carried such items as Sunbeam electrical appliances, 
Pyrex ware, guns and ammunition, fishing tackle, and at times, 
radios, refrigerators, auto tires, linoleum, and numerous other 
things. The campstoves were made by Goldberg whose sons 
are still in the metal manufacturing business in Denver mak-
ing, among other things, motion picture reels. ' 

Morey was a large importer: cigars from Cuba, sardines 
and canned vegetables from France, cheese from Switzerland 
and Holland, coffee from Brazil, Columbia, and Mexico, and 
tea from the Orient. A large import item was the Crosse & 
Blackwell line from London, including marmalade, black cur
rant jam, pickled walnuts, fish pastes, and other delicacies 
relished by the Cousin Jacks (Cornishmen) of Gilpin County 
as well as other Anglos. For United States sale this line is now 
made in Baltimore, but the imported goods invoice imposed 
a task in figuring costs. The bill was written in Spencerian 
hand and, of course, priced in pounds and pence requiring trans
lation into dollars and cents, a simple task compared with cal
culating marine freight and insurance, ad valorem and, on some 
items, specific duty, too, glass bottle duty, n et pounds duty, 
land freight from New York, stamp tax, customs entry fee, 
customs storage charges and broker's fee . Too, the costs applied 
to each item and size, some invoices carrying fifty separate 
items. Today, presumably, a punch-card machine would do the 

8 Con solidated Foods, 'vh ich pureha •t J t it:. ::\Iorey company, in 1956, 
aban doned these i te1ns e 11 . .i rt l y. 

9 Soon afte r th e sale of the busineR~ tn <'on ulidated Foocls, thi s depart1nent 
·was cl o::-:.ed out. 
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job in a matter of minutes, but then it was an all-day job for 
a high-type clerk. 

Lipton's Tea, another import from London, arrived in car
loads, ~s Morey was, for years, the sales agent for it in Colorado, 
Wy.ommg, and New Mexico. It was distributed to jobbers on 
a~rival. After 1915, the tea was packed in New York and today 
Lipto:i has ot~er p~cki~g plar:ts in the United States. During 
th.e fme relat10nship with this product, on one of his many 
trips to th.e United .states in pursuit of a yachting cup, Sir 
Thom~s, himself, paid a visit to the Morey office. All hands 
stood m ~we as he strode down the aisle, but he was just a 
hearty, friendly salesman-type of fellow. He dashed in to see 
Mr. J . W. Morey and later sent a signed plaque which read 
"There's no fun like work." Mr. Morey displayed this in hi~ 
private office until the last. 

~he company survived many ups and downs in sales and 
earnmgs,. and some years the earnings were slim, but in its 
seventy-five years of corporate life the Moreys, father and son, 
could be proud of the record that in all those years the business 
was r:ever in th.e red, even in the panic of the early 1890's, nor 
later m the pamc of 1907, when script was used in business. 

While primarily groceries constituted the main business 
in the . lat~ 1890's C. S ._ Morey acquired a coffee-roasting plant 
and with it extract, spice, and baking powder units. This plant 
e.xpanded ove~ the years into a large factory producing in addi
tion to tho~e items: :peanut butter, salad oil, jelly, preserves, 
salad dressmgs, gelatm dessert , maple syrup, and other items. 

ynusual care was the watchword in food production, and 
qualit.y was the keynote. It's an interesting commentary on 
the high standards set , to note that when the national pure 
food law was enacted in 1906, through the untiring efforts of 
Dr. ~arvey W: Wiley, not a single formula of Morey items 
requrred changmg. Labels were changed to include the number 
assigned the company. Morey's number was 5602 and labels 
bore the legend, "Guaranteed under the Food and Drug Act of 
June 30, 1906, No. 5602." This labelling method was discontinued 
som~ years later by the F.D.A. As an illustration of the Morey 
quality, the government standard for pure vanilla extract called 
for a minimum of 10 7( solids of true vanilla bean in the finished 
product. Solitaire vanilla contained 12.5 '/1c solids. Lemon extract 
required a minimum of 5% lemon oil whereas Solitaire con
tained 15 /f . These standards are in effect today, although the 
Food and Drug Department is conducting meetings to clarify 
and strengthen these standards. The Colorado State Pure Food 
La".' followed the national law in text, and changes in the 
nat10nal law are adop~ed by state law. 

. Vanilla extract was produced by aging, from one year to 
eighteen. mon.t~s , top-grade vanilla beans in a solution of high 
test gram spirits (alcohol) and distilled water, the solution 
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being placed in 50-gallon oak barrels, rolled occasionally, and 
finished as trade demanded. The vanilla is a genus of climbing 
orchids and the flavor comes from the dried and cured capsule 
of such plants. Prime vanillas were then $5.00 to $7.00 per 
pound. As each barrel contained fifty pounds of beans, and 
there were usually forty to fifty of them aging in the extract 
department, the investment was large. 

Whole spices were imported and ground fresh. In the early 
days pepper, black and white, was ground on a stone mill 

Some Employees of Food Factor;-
1910 

similar to the old grist mills. Other spices were ground on a 
high-powere::l steel rotary mill, built for spice-milling purposes. 
Some twenty spices were ground and packed in large boxes or 
barrels for bakery and bulk trade and in the familiar 2-ounce 
can for household use. Whole pepper in 1908, cost 5<' per pound. 

A large selling item added to the line in 1909, was peanut 
butter, a product made with roasted peanuts, from which the 
skin was removed, and dairy salt added, ground in a special 
steel burr mill. The shelled Spanish style peanut, the nut which 
grows underground, at that time could be bought from the 
grower at 5<· to 61/z r per pound, and peanut butter could be 
sold at retail for 10¢ per pound if packed in light cardboard 
containers known as oyster pails. This seems incredible when 
a one-pound jar of peanut butter today retails at 55r to 60c·. 
Some enterprising merchants installed small mills, bought 
roasted and blanched peanuts from Morey and ground the 
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peanut butter to order while the customer waited, and seemed 
to make a profit at 10¢ per pound. The addition of the salt 
lowered the cost a trifle, but when the shrinkage in roasting 
and blanching (some 12% to 143 ) is taken into consideration, 
it's a wonder any profit remained. 

The expansion of the factory proceeded at a rapid rate, 
requiring more space, so the building at Wazee and Sixteenth 
Street, mentioned previously, was acquired in 1907. As this 
property had no rail spur, a bridge was constructed across the 
alley, connecting the building to the Wynkoop property which 
did have a D. & R. G. R. R. spur. While this was some distance 
to truck goods from cars, it was still more economical than 
loading and unloading wagons or trucks and hauling around 
the block. Later, of course, mechanical lift trucks simplified this 
laborious operation. 

With more floor space available, other food items were 
added to the manufactured line, including jelly, preserves, 
salad dressings, gelatin desserts, soluble drink flavors, and 
several smaller items. A line of soda fountain fruits and syrups 
was launched when the business of the R. Hardesty Manu
facturing Company was acquired in 1911. These were made 
from the fresh fruits purchased from local growers. The fruits 
were packed in half-gallon jars, and the syrups, in one-gallon 
jugs. 

From this, the step to manufacture of pure jellies and pre
serves was a natural. The first item was currant jelly. About 
1912, Frank S. Clark, manager of the fancy grocery department, 
and this author obtained a two-burner gas plate, and using 
a recipe obtained from J. G. Duncan's sister, made the first 
Solitaire currant jelly. Gradually other varieties were added
plum, grape, crabapple, and mint. Tons of Sunset plums, also 
some gooseberries and currants, were bought from the orchard 
of Dr. Curtis Mogg (Cherryhurst) near Fort Collins, and from 
Archer T. Spring, husband of Agnes Wright Spring, now Colo
rado State Historian, who acquired the Mogg property in 1930. 
The expansion in this division was such that the jelly could 
not all be processed in the short growing season so the juices 
were pressed from the fruit and packed in hermetically sealed 
two-gallon jars until needed, when the sugar was added and 
cooking completed. 

Preserves were added to the line, made from berries and 
fruits frozen in season, sugar added, and processed as needed. 
These were not the same as present-day, deep-frozen berries 
and fruits, as they were frozen just sufficiently to hold them 
until needed, although they were carried under refrigeration 
at 8 to 12° F. The old bugaboo that jelly could not be made 
with beet sugar was dispelled in the Morey plant. All jelly, 
preserves, and soda fountain fruits were made with Great 
Western sugar, a beet product. 
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The start of a large salad-dressing operation was made with 
the manufacture of mayonnaise in a small hand machine. This 
grew to be one of the largest selling items of the factory, 
including mayonnaise, salad dressing, French dressing, Russian 
dressing, and sandwich spread. 

Honey grading and packing was another large operation. 
Extracted honey was purchased under contract from local 
apiarists, received in five-gallon square cans, and stored until 
needed for packing in various sized jars for the grocery trade. 
The acquisition of the Foster Honey & Mercantile Company 
of Boulder, in 1925, augmented the honey business and brought 
to Morey many large accounts including the individual honey 
for Fred Harvey serving the Santa Fe diners. Honey produced 
from white clover blossoms has a delicate flavor and a clear 
water-white appearance. This came from Utah and some parts 
of Wyoming. During World War I, on a bid from England, two 
carloads (60,000 pounds) were shipped to London, on the 
premise that only the finest should be sent. The shipment man
aged to get through but was refused because it was too pure 
in appearance and the buyers couldn't believe it to be honey, 
they being accustomed to the dark buckwheat shade in honey. 
After some correspondence and examination by chemists, it 
was acknowledged to be pure honey and a remittance was 
forthcoming. 

Among the smaller sales volume items prepared in the 
factory were salted nuts, peanut brittle, maple syrup, spiced 
and brandied peaches, mincemeat, and at one period, bluing, 
ammonia, and sal soda. 

In December, 1929, fifteen Morey executives formed the 
Solitaire Investment Company, organized to deal in Morey 
Mercantile Company's common and preferred stocks, as a 
number of employees indicated a desire to own part of the 
company. Since the stock was closely held it was difficult to 
obtain, and there was no market in case one wished to sell. 
Some stock was held outside of the Morey family, this having 
been purchased from them, and the widow of a former em
ployee wishing to sell a block, provided a nucleus from which 
the Investment Company grew. Both common and preferred 
shares could then be provided for purchase by employees. Many 
employees took advantage of this as the Investment Company 
made arrangements to sell on installments.10 

The Morey company was administered by a Board of 
Directors, originally six in number, then in 1920, increased to 
nine. On November 7, 1927, Barry Morey Sullivan, a nephew 
of J. W. Morey, joined the company, was elected to the Board 
of Directors and later was made vice president and treasurer. 
On April 24, 1934, John A. Ferguson, Jr., son-in-law of J. W. 

10 T'his stock, at the time of the sal e t1 <"onsolhlated in 1956, was ex changed 
for Con solidated Foods, Inc. common toe 
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Morey, also became affiliated as director and secretary of the 
company, thus strengthening the Morey interests. Both were 
absent for some time, serving in World War II, but upon re
turning, they remained with the company. 

In 1956, the Board of Directors comprised: J. W. Morey, 
President and General Manager; Barry Morey Sullivan, Vice 
President and Treasurer; John A. Ferguson, Jr., Vice President
Secretary; C. J. Dawe, Sales Manager; P. N. Bockfinger, Man
ager Grocery Division; C. B. Hiester, Manager Hardware Divi
sion; Katherine Morey Ferguson; W. W. Taylor, Jr., Assistant 
Sales Manager; and William L. Myatt, Assistant General Man
ager. The election of Mrs. Ferguson to the Board gave the 
company the value of the woman's viewpoint, so essential to 
the food business. With the exception of Mrs. Ferguson, all of 
the directors had been with the company more than twenty 
years. Five had fifty years' continuous service. The board 
members met for luncheon once a week and usually some 
product was tried out at these gatherings, such as a new blend of 
coffee, a salad dressing from the factory, or a new canned goods 
item. Mr. Morey was an excellent executive and had an un
canny eye for detail, and through these meetings knew what 
was going on in the "store." Mr. Sullivan supervised the credits 
and financial structure; and Mr. Ferguson, the important fac
tory division, in addition to their duties as officers. 

The Board of Directors met on July 9, 1956, and discussed 
arrangements regarding the sale of the company to Consolidat
ed Foods Corporation, a national grocery company of Chicago, 
Illinois, home of Sprague-Warner & Co., the company from 
which sprang the C. S. Morey Mercantile Co., and which was 
one of the early acquisitions of Consolidated Foods. On October 
26, 1956, the Board met again and ratified the sale of all assets, 
including real estate, by the exchange of Morey stock for 
Consolidated Foods stock. 

Thus ended the corporate life of The Morey Mercantile 
Company. It lives on in the memory of many, many persons 
who were associated with it in one form or another. 11 

Just eight days after he had sold his company, J. W. Morey 
passed away, among friends , at the conclusion of a football 
game in Boulder, Colorado, on November 3, 1956. 

"The C. S. Morey Mercantile Co." is cut in enduring stone 
above the Sixteenth Street door, but Consolidated Foods aban
doned the Morey name in August , 1960, and operates the 
Denver branch of Monarch Foods. 

11 Ge ne ra lly, ~1o rey e 1n p l oyee~ r en1ain('d with the compan y many years, 
m a king the m er cantile busines" t h ei r life work, and at the t ime o f t he sal e in 
1 95 6, to Conso lidate d Food ~ . there \Yerl' ~ix mt>n as~ociated 'v ith th e firrn. each 
o f who m had complet ed m or e than fiftv l rars of ~ervice. Som e, both men a n d 
wom e n, have record s of forty year~. and 1nu n) twen t y -fh ·e year~. Some of 
t h ese f olks are with Con soli dat ed to<la) 
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On Monday evening, May 27, 1861, the Tremont House in 
the city of Denver was a blaze of lights, a fine band was playing 
and a shiny cannon belched forth its thirty-four thundering 
peals for the thirty-four states of the Union and one for the 
new Territory of Colorado whose recently appointed first gov
ernor had arrived late that afternoon by stagecoach. The 
Rocky Mountain News reminded its readers the next morning 
that Colonel William Gilpin was a distinguished and cultured 
gentleman and that "the committee of our people appointed 
some weeks ago should now conclude the arrangements to 
give the Governor a warm, sensible, hospitable and high-tone 
reception." It could not refrain, however, from adding a bit of 
gossip-"there was much persiflage about his being an eligible 
bachelor." And, an eligible bachelor he remained until the 
age of fifty-nine when he returned to Missouri in 1874, and 
married Julia Pratte Dickerson of St. Louis, the sweetheart 
of his youth. 

Julia Pratte was born March 6, 1836, in St. Louis, Missouri, 
the daughter of Bernard Pratte, Jr. and Marie Louise Chenie. 
The Prattes and the Chenies were and are wealthy and promi
nent Creole families in St. Louis who date the ·r ancestry back 
to Marie Therese Bourgeois Chouteau,1 the wife of Pierre de 
Laclede Ligeste, called the Founder of St. Louis, both of whom 
arrived at that site on February 15, 1764, on a barge from New 
Orleans. Marie Louise Chenie's grandmother was Marie Louise 
Chouteau, and Bernard Pratte, Jr.'s grandmother was Pelagie 
Chouteau, both daughters of Marie Therese Bourgeois Chou
teau. Thus "old Grandma Chouteau," as Marie Therese Bour
geois Chouteau was affectionately known in the founding days 

*Miss Helen Cannon, Associate Professcr of Home Economics, 
University of Colorado, received a B.S. degree frcm the University 
of Arkansas, and an M.S. degree from Iowa State University. In making 
a study of the gowns worn by the wives of various Colorado governors, 
Miss Cannon became intensely interested in the stories of the women 
themselves. Especially was she intrigued when she discovered that 
very little had been written about many of these wives. She here 
presents the biography of Julia Pratte Gilpin, who, although she did 
not marry William Gilpin until after he was Governor of Colorado 
Territory, was, through the years, known as "the governor's w ife ." 
Miss Cannon is at work on a monumental task-that of preparing 
a biography of each first lady of Colorado, with a view to combining 
them into a book.-Editor. Copyright, by HeLen Ca rmon, 1961. 

1 l\la rie Th e rese Bourgeo is Ch outeau 'v a s d iYo rced and accord in g t o th e 
rules of th e R o m a n Catho lic C hurch a n d F r e n c h la w h e r ch ildren bore th e name 
C h outeau ins t ead of Lige~ te. 
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of St. Louis, was both paternal and maternal great-great-grand
mother of Julia Pratte. And, Bernard Pratte, Jr., her father, 
has been described by the chroniclers of his native city as a 
genial gentleman of commanding presence with suave and 
courtly manners, prominent in the social life of early St. Louis, 
as well as an efficient and faithful public servant. He was 
elected to the General Assembly of Missouri in 1838, and served 
as the city's popular mayor from 1844-1846. Having amassed 
a personal fortune early in life, he retired from active business 
and political pursuits and purchased a farm in Montgomery 
County, Missouri, where he spent the remainder of his life 
devoting his time to literature and the comforts of home. 

Very few facts are known about Julia Pratte's childhood 
and girlhood in St. Louis. One can only reconstruct what it 
might have been from the position of her family and the life 
and customs in that city from 1836-1860. J. Thomas Scharf, 
a voluminous and accurate historian of the period, says that 
during those days the old French element was still dominant 
and the ancestors of the first settlers had preserved in colonial 
isolation many of the best features of the old regime before 
the Revolution. It was a society of gooj breeding and careful 
training mixed with grace, courtesy, and a love of pleasure. 
The Chouteaus, the Chenies, the Prattes, and their relatives the 
Labbadies, the Gratiots, and the Papins are described as erudite 
and accomplished people who would have felt at ease in the 
gay salons of Paris. In fact, they maintained intimate commer
cial and social relations with France. They wore for their 
better clothes goods of French importation and they followed 
French fashion at a much shorter interval than did the people 
on the east coast. Their salons were beautifully and tastefully 
decorated in French style, and French works of art could be 
found in their homes as well as in their churches. A rather 
important and formative element in this society was the of
ficers of the United States Army stationed at Jefferson Bar
racks whose commissions gave them entree into the best society 
everywhere. 

It was in this gay and charming Creole society of old St. 
Louis that William Gilpin met, courted, and loved Julia Pratte. 
He was a friend of the family and a frequent visitor in the 
Bernard Pratte, Jr. home from the time of his first residence 
in St. Louis in 1838. He spent the winter of 1856 in the city 
recuperating from an illness and seeking relaxation after his 
strenuous military service in the Mexican and Indian wars. 
It was on this visit that he first met and proposed marriage 
to Julia who had recently returned home after completing her 
schooling in Saint Joseph Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
But Julia Pratte did not love William Gilpin, and when time 
came to marry she chose instead, Captain John H. Dickerson 
of the United States Army. The\· were married in St. Louis 
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Governor Gilpin' s Letter to General Bern ard Pratte Aeking Permi~sion to :.\Iarry His 
Daughter , .Juli a. Given to the State His t orical Society of Colorado by John IT. Dalrymple. 

on March 27, 1860, at the Roman Catholic Church of St. Francis 
Xavier. The first part of their short married life was spent in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, where Captain Dickerson was stationed dur
ing the Civil War years of 1861-1864. He resigned from the 
army on M:.rch 31, 1864, but remained in Cincinnati as a com
mission agent for Quartermaster supplies for the army. 

According to family accounts, Julia was a strong-minded 
and stern woman, and her husband's resignation from the army 
was prompted by a number of embarrassing incidents caused 
by her openly acknowledged dislike for President Lincoln and 
her lack of sympathy for the Union cause. At the close of the 
war, they returned to St. Louis to live, and here John Dickerson 
died on March 2, 1872, in St. Vincent's Hospital of a mental 
illness at the age of fifty, leaving Julia in straitened financial 
circumstances and with the care of their four small children: 
Louise, born February 15, 1865; Sidney, on November 20, 1866; 
Julia, in September of 1868; and Elizabeth, on April 12, 1871. 
At the time of his illness and death, he and Julia were separated 
and she and the children were living in New York City. How
ever, he was buried on the P ratte family lot in Calvary Ceme
tery in St. Louis. 
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Shortly after Julia Pratte Dickerson became a widow, 
former Governor Gilpin persistently renewed his courtship, 
earnestly assuring her of his willingness and ability to support 
and educate her children. Julia, convinced of his sincerity and 
respecting and admiring him as an intelligent, cultured gentle
man and a suitable father for her children, accepted his second 
proposal of marriage. They were married in St. Louis on Feb
ruary 16, 1874,2 by Bishop Patrick John Ryan of the Roman 
Catholic Church at the home of her uncle by marriage, United 
States Senator Louis Bogy, and took a honeymoon trip to 
Denver and California accompanied by Louise, the oldest Dick
erson child and her nurse. On their return to Denver to live, 
Governor Gilpin purchased as a gift for Mrs. Gilpin the attrac
tive home at 443 Champa Street (later 1743 Champa), and they 
sent for the other Dickerson children, Sidney, Julia, and 
Elizabeth. To this ready-made family were added on May 12, 
1875, the Gilpin twins, William and Marie Louise (Mary or 
"Polly") , and on July 10, 1877, another son, Louis Vidal 
("Bogy"). Another important and beloved member of the 
household was the children's nurse, Julia Greeley, an ex-slave 
who was brought to Denver along with the Dickerson children. 
She was called "One-Eyed Julia" because one eye had been 
shot out by an infuriated master. She was so loved and revered 
by the citizens of Denver for her many acts of charity that 
after her death she became known as the "Colored Angel of 
Charity." 

At No. 443 Champa Street for the next thirteen years, the 
Gilpin family from all outward appearances led a happy and 
rather gay life. Mrs. Gilpin pursued her home and social life 
in the manner to which she was born and according to the 
accepted standards of Denver's first families. The social col
umns of the local papers during the years 1874-1887, contain 
many glowing accounts of entertainments given for Denver 
friends and St. Louis relatives. Mrs. Gilpin is always described 
as a handsome woman, beautifully gowned, with particular 
note of her antique jewelry. On many of these occasions she 
received the guests alone as Governor Gilpin's many business 
and intellectual interests took him East and abroad on extended 
stays. However, his biographers have presented him as a man 
with s trong domestic tastes and exceedingly devoted to his 
children, and there is much evidence to show that he carefully 
directed their education. One of Mrs. Gilpin's life-long interests, 
almost to the point of an obsession, was her church. St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Denver was built on land given to the Sisters of 
Charity by Governor and Mrs. Gilpin. She was for many years 
a member of St. Mary's Cathedral Choir. 

'Several often-quotecl 1..iographical s ketches of Governor G ilpin give the 
date of his marriage as February 12. 1874. The marriage regi:-:ter of the Roman 
Catholic Clrnrch of The Basilica of St. John The Apostle and Evangelist in St. 
Louis, Missouri, gh·es the date as February 16 , 1874. 
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But things were not what they appeared at the Gilpin 
home. The conflict started on the honeymoon as the divorce 
proceedings later revealed, and seemed to center around differ
ences in belief on such questions as religion, politics, money 
management, and child-rearing. Governor Gilpin was an Anglo
Saxon, a Quaker, and a Yankee; Mrs. Gilpin was French, a 
Roman Catholic, and a Rebel. Governor Gilpin started the 
divorce proceedings on March 17, 1887, charging extravagance, 
alienation of the affections of his children, violent outbursts 
of temper, the use of harsh and offensive language, conspiracy 
against his life, and attempts to rob him of his property. Mrs. 
Gilpin filed a cross-complaint denying the charges, averring 
them to be the creation of a frenzied and disturbed imagination , 
and asking only for maintenance and the custody of the Gilpin 
children. Being a devout and orthodox Roman Catholic, she 
did not ask for a divorce. The long and tedious and unpleasant 
hearings were held behind closed doors. The verdict was in 
favor of Governor Gilpin, and the final decree issued on Decem
ber 8, 1887, gave him custody of the Gilpin children. On that 
day he purchased a home at 1321 South Fourteenth Street, and 
took the children there by force with the aid of a court officer , 
his attorney, and the two detectives, who had been his constant 
companions since the start of the proceedings. Later that eve-

state Historical Society Liln-ary 
Residence of Go\·f•rntt \\ i1 lia1n Gilpin 

DenYt:r ' I 
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ning, however, hectic things might have been at the 1321 
South Fourteenth Street Gilpin residence as the Governor 
assumed his new role of nursemaid, everything was quiet at 
the 443 Champa Street Gilpin residence where Mrs. Gilpin, 
calm and poised, met a reporter from the Republican. Among 
other comments, she said: "I do not hate Governor Gilpin, be
cause I do not believe that he is sane. Did I believe that he 
possessed all his faculties, I should certainly hate him with an 
awful intensity. As it is I bear him little malice." 

Mrs. Gilpin later took the case to the Supreme Court of 
Colorado on writ of error. The case was tried in April, 1889, 
and the decision of the Superior Court of Denver was reversed 
and the cause remanded. Governor Gilpin again took his case 
to the Superior Court of Denver in September, 1890. This time 
the jury disagreed and there was a call for a new trial which 
was never held. Finally, on May 28, 1891, both parties signed 
a stipulation order that the original complaint and the cross
complaint on file be dismissed of record. 

So the Gilpins were never legally divorced. The family 
was reunited and after 1891 the Denver Directory lists the 
family residence as No. 1321 South Fourteenth Street. The 
Dickerson children were now grown, married, or gone their 
separate ways. Governor Gilpin had according to his promise 
in his proposal-of-marriage letter to Julia and General Pratte 
taken generous care of her children. They were all educated 
as she wished in excellent Catholic schools. Louis spent four 
years at Eden Hall in Philadelphia; Sidney graduated from 
Notre Dame in 1885, with a distinguished record; and Julia 
and Elizabeth were educated in St. Mary's Academy in Denver, 
and after graduation given an extensive European tour. The 
Gilpin children were almost grown and were being educated 
in the Denver public schools according to their father's wishes. 
Marie3 was showing promising musical ability and William 
was developing into a handsome young man, studiously pre
paring for Annapolis under the careful guidance of his adoring 
father. Then a tragedy touched the family. On July 16, 1892, 
William, now seventeen, was killed by a fall in Platte Canyon. 

During the next few years the Governor's mind seemed 
distressed over financial matters, and his time was occupied 
with getting the remains of his once large fortune in better 
shape for the benefit of his family . On the evening of January 
19, 1894, Marie and her father played a game of backgammon. 
The next morning at seven o'clock, Mrs. Gilpin found that the 
G overnor had died in his sleep. After his death, Mrs. Gilpin 
spent most of her time with the children though she called 
Denver her hom e. The home at 1321 South Fourteenth Street 

:1 Marie Gilpin later did !:'Orne acting: in a touring stock compan y a n d inar
ried an English actor, John Dodson, in 1907. She died October 24, 1 960, ancl is 
buried in l\1ount Hebron Cemetery, :\lontcla ir, Ne\v Jersey. 
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was sold in December, 1900, and after that date when Mrs. 
Gilpin was in Denver she occupied temporary residences. 

Julia Pratte Gilpin died at the age of seventy-six in St. 
Louis, on December 21, 1912, after a year's illness at the home 
of her daughter, Julia Dickerson (Mrs. Lee Allen). Also with 
their mother at the time of her death were Louise Dickerson 
(Mrs. Frank Sherwin) , Elizabeth Dickerson (Mrs. Otis B . 
Spencer, later Mrs. Edward B. Southworth, Jr.) , Sidney Dick
erson, Marie Gilpin (Mrs. E. J. Dodson) , and Louis Gilpin. 
It was Marie Gilpin who brought her mother back to Denver 
for burial. High Mass was sung at the Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral, and she was buried on December 24, 1912, in Mount 
Olivet Cemetery alongside Governor Gilpin4 and their son 
William. There are no descendants of Colorado's first territorial 
governor. As already noted, the oldest son, William, was killed 
in his youth; Louis, the se~ond son, was a bachelor; and Marie 
Gilpin Dodson had no children. 

•The marker on Governor Gilpin"s grave gives the date of his death as 
January 20, 1893 . This is an error. He cliecl January 20, 1894 . The record in the 
office of the cemeter y is correct. 
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The "Bloodless Third" Re!d1nent, 
u 

Colorado Volunteer Cavalry 
By RAYMOND G. CAREY* 

The engagement at Sand Creek on November 29, 1864, 
has been, for nearly a century, the subject of more acrimonious 
dispute than of sober study. The controversy has centered so 
persistently on the superlative or the satanic qualities of 
Colonel John M. Chivington that other critical elements have 
been largely ignored. That has been the fate of the 3rd Colorado 
Volunteer Cavalry-the regiment of one-hundred-day volun
teers whose attitudes and behavior may have been decisive 
in the bloody encounter at Sand Creek. 

That regiment was cre':li-ed to meet a desperate need after 
all other remedies had been denied. When the storm of Indian 
attacks burst upon the trails, settlements, and ranches along 
the South Platte and Arkansas Rivers , and their tributaries 
in the late spring of 1864, the meager and scattered military 
forces in Colorado Territory were unequal to the tasks of 
defense. That dangerous condition had been foreseen and 
feared. Throughout the preceding year, Governor John Evans 
and Colonel John M. Chivington, Commander of the Military 
District of Colorado, had bombarded the Secretary of War, 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and the Commander of 
the Military Department with warnings of the gathering storm 
and with urgent requests for stronger defenses for the Terri
tory. However, viewed from Washington through the smoke of 
the Civil War, Colorado's troubles doubtless appeared distant 
and relatively inconsequential. 

Far from any effective forces being sent to the Territory 
in response to the Governor's appeals , the four remaining com
pan~es of the 2nd and 3rd Colorado Infantry left behind in the 
Territor y were moved to M ·ssouri in late 1863. There the two 
r egimen.ts were consolid:ited in the 2nd Colorado Cavalry, 
which was then put to work fighting guerillas along the 
Kansas Missouri border. In May (1864) , when the Indian dep
redations began in earnest , Governor Evans pleaded with 
Major General S. E. Curtis, Commander 0£ the Department of 
Kansas and Colonel Chivington's immediate superior: "In the 
name of humanity, I ask that our troops now on the border of 
Kansas ... may not be taken away from us just at the time of 

*Dr. Raymond G. Care,·, profes,or of h i,tory at t h e Un i ver s ity o f Den ver 
since 194 5. has taught at Syracuse and Northwestern l1 n i\·ers iti es a nd, as 
,.i"iting lecturer, at the l:niversitieH of Alberta a n d British Columbia. He was 
born and reared in J~ansas, and 'vas a Rho -les Scho lar at Oxford U ni vers ity 
on24-27) . He holds degrees from South\\'estern Co llege (A.B.), Oxford U ni 
versity (B.A., l\l.A. ), and the 'Gniversit~· of Chicago (Ph.D.). Du rin g \ Vorl d 
\Var II, as a L ieutenant Commander in the l'. S ... ~ayaJ ReserYe, he ser\'ed 
in the Bureau of Naval Per~onne l , "\Y ashing·ton, D . C .-Editor. 
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our greatest need."1 But the 2nd Colorado was not returned. 
Instead, McLain's Independent Battery was shortly ordered 
to Fort Leavenworth, and, during the following, bloody, sum
mer months, four companies of the 1st Colorado Cavalry were 
moved to Forts Larned and Zarah in Kansas. 2 Equally frus
trated were the Governor's efforts to strengthen his weak and 
poorly-equipped militia by getting it mustered into Federal 
service. General Curtis was unhelpful; the War Department 
was uninterested.z 

In mid-June, 1864, after the people of Denver had stared 
in horror at the mutilated bodies of the Hungate family, when 
the mail and supply tra :ns arrived with growing infrequency, 
and prices of commodities mounted. the desperate Governor 
began appealing to the Secretary of War for authority to raise 
a regiment of volunteers for one-hundred days of service.4 

For two months, Washington was silent, while Colorado was 
torn by bitter controversy over the statehood issue, shocked 
by continued massacres, practically isolated from the States 
by repeated attacks along the supply routes, and disheartened 
by the small response to Governor Evans' efforts to isolate 
friendly Indians from the hostile bands. In early August, the 
ravages of Reynolds' guerillas along the upper Arkansas filled 
the beleaguered Territory's cup of woe. After firing at Wash
ington more requests for the hundred-days regiment,5 the hard
pressed Governor, on August 10 and 11, called upon all citizens 
of the Territory to organize in defense of their homes and 
fam ilies, "to go in pursuit of the hostiles, to kill and destroy 
them wherever found; and to capture and hold to their private 
use all the [Indian] property they can take."6 

Those frantic appeals had just been published when the 
War Department finally found its voice and authorized the 
enlistment of a regiment of infantry for a hundred days of 
service. A remarkably restrained message from Evans pointed 
out the uselessness of infantry in pursuing and fighting mount
ed Indians, and won the War Department's telegraphed con
cess~on that the regiment might be cavalry or infantry.7 

The Governor swung into action on August 13. An Execu-

1 C . S. \Yar Department, The War of the Rebellion: .L Colllpilation of the 
Official R ecoi'Cls of the Union and' Confederate Arlllics C\\'ashington: 1880-190~). 
Series 1, Yo!. XXXI\', Part n·, Page 99 (hereafter cited as O.R., Ser. 1, XXXI\', 
Pt. 4, 99). 

' Ibid., 595; XLl, Pt. 2, 981,984. 
' Jbicl .. XXXl I , Pt. 3, 531; Pt. 4, 353; Colorado State Archives anrl Recorcl 

Sen·ice. Reco r ds of the Office of the Go,·ernor: .John !Cvans, 1862-1865. Indian 
Affairs. Letter Press Book. 1863-6 11 (hereafter C'ite<I as: E\'ans, "Letter Pre's 
Book, 1863-64"), Evans to Stanton. llec. H, 1863, .June U, 1864: i.;,·ans to 
Curtis, .June 16, 1864 (ltrs. Xos. 115, 248, 2n6l. 

1 0. R ., Ser. 1, XXXIV, Pt. 4, 381, 421-23. r~,·ans to Stanton anrl H. I'. 
Bennett, June H , 24, !£vans, "Letter l'resR Hook. 1863-64" (ltrs. Nos. 256, 277). 

• E\'ans to Dole ancl Stanton, Aug. !I, 10, i-;, ans, "Letter Press Book, 1863-6 1 
(teleg. Xos. 351, 354); O. R .. Ser. 1, XLl l't. 2, 64 l. 

• Daily Rocky Mountain Sews (I >em <·I') I hereafter cite<l as DRJI:O.'), Aue:. 
11, 12; Central City Daily ,\liners' 111 '"'' r 1 hereafter : Central City Register), 
Aug. 12, 13, 1864 . 

• O. R .. Ser. I, XLI, Pt. ~. 695. 111111 \ 1~ 12. 13: Evan" to Fry, E\'ans, 
"Letter Press Boal<, 1863-64" (tele" l 
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live Proclamation announced authorization of the mounted 
regiment and called upon "all who can do so [to] enlist at 
once." The Governor's appeal continued: 

Let him who would oppose a barrier in the way of our 
defenses against the most horrid danger, be scouted as un
worthy of citizenship among a brave and patriotic people. 
... Let this regiment be filled at once and in cooperation with 
the large force from the States asked for, pursue, kill , and 
d estroy all hostile Indians that infest the plains, for thus only 
can we secure a permanent and lasting peace.s 
On that day, the Governor commissioned the first five of 

the nearly thirty recruiting officers who would be appointed 
during a two-week period,9 and dispatched a flurry of letters 
to militia officers and other citizens asking for re ~ommenda
tions of desirable recruiters and for estimates of the numbers 
of probable enlistments in their communities. 10 Likewise, two 
major newspapers gave immediate and loyal support. The 
Rocky Mountain News of that day carried the Governor's 
Proclamation, a rousing editorial urging enlistments, a call 
of Captain T. G. Cree for a special meeting of the Governor's 
Guards (a militia unit) that evening, and an appeal for enlist
ments in the company of which the Governor's Guards would 
be the base. Likewise, the Central City Daily Miners' Register 
backed the Proclamation with a spirited editorial and an
nounced a meeting at the Montana theatre that afternoon 
"where Hal Sayr [later spelled Sayre] and others authorized 
to raise companies" would be present. 

Ovando J. Hollister and Frank Hall, editors and proprietors 
of the Black Hawk Daily Mining Journal, bitter opponents of 
the Statehood movement and gadflies of the "charlatans in 
power"-"Granny" Evans, "Elder" Chivington, and the rest of 
the "Methodist ranters"-waited two days before giving rather 
frosty support to the cause.11 "We recommend the 100-day 
service . . . as an expedient," their readers were informed; 
but the editors considered that "something further must be 
done ... as the Territorial authorities confess their inability 
to do anything." However, the ice was broken, and, thereafter, 
the Journal (without modifying by one whit its vitriolic con
tributions to the statehood controversy) carried almost daily 
reports of the progress of recruit [ng in Black Hawk, Nevada 
(Nevadaville) , Central City, and Denver, and, on August :~O, 
a rem '.l rkable ed ito cial. "The prospect not only of absolute 
cessation of business, but also of utter starvation" made the 
hundred-day regiment absolutely necessary for restoring and 

8 DRMN, Aug. 13, 1864. 
• "Recor rls of Commission s, Colorado Volun teers, 1861-65" (1\IS in Acljutant 

General's Office, Colorado Military Department), Vol. S, 180-81. 
'°!~vans to ~helc1en, Autabee, Teller, Aug. 13, Evan s, "Letter Press Book, 

1863- 64" ( ltrs. ~os. 357, 364. 370) . 
11 Blac;k Hawk Daily JJini ng Jo1lrnal (hereafter: Black Hawk Journal) Aug. 

15. That issue a lso announced that most of the Journal printers had e nli sted 
and that "the supply of paper in Colorado is quite exhausted." For sometime, the 
i~r~~~a~h!~a 11:i~~i1{ 1 8~fo11.ntain "J\1 ews printed on Yarieties of paper, were littl e 



278 COLORADO MAGAZIKE 

protecting communications "until troops, which are already 
moving out from the States, can arrive," the editors stated, 
with groundless optimism. The demands imposed by the crisis 
must have paramount cons.deration. T.he ed.itorial continued: 
"We do not like to see men holding back from political suspi
cions or petty local jealousies. We are all Americans, Colo
radians, whether State or anti-State, whether living in Gilpin, 
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Arapahoe, or Clear Creek." Th~ app~al con~inued:. "Let every
one exert himself to fill up this regiment immediately, and a 
general enrollment of all able-bodied men may yet be avoided." 

The possibility of such a general registration became a 
reality only in Arapahoe County, which included Denver. 
Although Cree's Denver company, Hal Sayr's in Central City, 
and D. H. Nichol's in Boulder (each with the nucleus of a 
militia unit) were rapidly filled , enlistments were sluggish 
in Denver-and that major center of population would have to 
contribute a considerable proportion of the 1,200 men needed 
for a full regiment of cavalry. Recruiting activites were varied 
and energetic, in spite of the unusually oppressive heat. Col.on~l 
Chivington, Territorial Secretary S . H. Elbert, and other digm
taries addressed mass meetings. Recruiting offices were opened 
by Captain S. M. Logan ("the Soldier B~acksmith") , veter~n 
of the 1st Colorado and the battle of Gloneta Pass; by Martm 
Wall of the Provost Marshal's force; by Alfred Sayre, erst
whil~ miner and rising Denver lawyer; even by the prominent 
gambler, Ed Chase, and by Joseph A. Foy, propr~etor ?f t~e 
Diana Saloon. The Rocky Mountain News beat its editorial 
drums daily to encourage enlistments and satirized the "cow
ardly chaps around town" who were ""heavy on t~e tal~,'' but 
shied away from signing up because one has a sick wife and 
another has a wife that is likely to get sick at any moment."12 

Finally the authorities decided to give Denver what the 
Rocky Mou~tain News had advocated early in August: "a touch 
of military law ... something that would yank those fellows 
out of their holes and off their front steps."13 On August 17, 
Colonel Chivington declared Arapahoe County under martial 
law, severely restricted the operation of businesses, and or
dered the District Provost Marshal to conduct an enrollment 
of all able-bodied males in some type of military service. 14 

After a few days under that regime, marked by "excite
ment, enlistment, preparations, home-guard entrenchments, 
closed stores, crowded streets and hotels, hourly reports and 
rumors,''15 the Rocky Mountain News reported : 

Denver is thoroughly military in every r espect. Every able 
bodied citizen over 16 years is enrolled. Those who have not 
gone into the Hundred Day service or enrolled themselves 
in the volunteer militia companies are gobled [sic] up by 
the provost guard. The Hundred Day men are rai:iidly pre
paring for the field, and fatigue parties of the m1htia rr.ien 
are employed in the construction of defenses around the city. 
Business is suspended except for two hours each day-from 
eleven to one-and nearly all work has ceased. 16 

A week later, Chivington announced that, since the enroll-
"DRJJIN. Aug. 16 , 1864. 
"' Editorial: "Fall In! or Dry Up," ibid .. Aug. 1, 186 -1. _ . 
"Heaclouarters, Military District o f Coloraclo, General Order l'\o. 10_. Special 

Order No. 68, Aug. 17, 1864. Recor<'I Group 98. National Archi\·es (m1crof1lm) 
Colora<'lo State Archives) ; DRJTN. Aug. 23, 1864. 

15 DRMN, Aug. 22 , 1864. 
1• /bid., Aug. 23 , 1864. 
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ment had been completed, all business could be resumed to 
4: 00 P.M. He ordered all organized independent and militia 
companies to drill three times weekly, while awaiting further 
orders. 17 

During the week of registration, recruiting for the hun
dred-day regiment was carried on with vigor-how vigorously 
may be inferred from the prompt discharge of five recruits 
who had been "forced to enlist under threats from the Provost 
Guard."18 Three more Denver companies (C, E, and F) were 
filled by the end of August and marched out to Camp Evans, 
north of Denver, to join Cree's, Sayr's, and Nichols' companies 
(A, B, and D). Shortly thereafter, the Rocky Mountain News 
reported: "Camp Evans, a couple of miles down the Platte, 
is about the liveliest spot in Colorado. There must be six or 
seven hundred 'bold sojer boys' at present in its tented streets, 
awaiting orders, arms and equine equipments to start on the 
savage war path."19 

Six hundred "sojer boys" were, however, only half a regi
ment, and time dragged before the other half was encamped. 
On September 12, Company G arrived from Pueblo and Colo
rado City and was "mustered in the Servis of the U. S . army," 
as Priv~te John Wolfe noted in his diary.2° Five davs later, 
Compames H, I, and K, formed by consolidation of groups 
recruited largely in Gilpin, Clear Creek, Lake and Summit 
Counties, were completed. Shortly thereafter, Company L 
(Gilpin County's third company) and the composite Company 
M were sworn in,21 and Governor Evans informed Secretary 
Stanton in mid-September, with approximate accuracy, that 
the regiment was full. 22 On October 7, the Rocky Mountain 
News stated that "the regiment now numbers eleven hundred 
men, rank and file." The muster-out rolls carry 1,149 names. 

Although a full cavalry regiment of 1,200 men had not 
exactly leapt to arms upon publication of the Governor's 
proclamation of August 13, it was no small feat for the thinly
populated Territory, which had previously put two regiments 
in the field , to produce a third. Some communities and busi
nesses immediately felt the shortage of labor. The junior part
ner of the Central City Daily Miners' Register, George A . Wells, 
and three of the "printer boys" enlisted; and it was reported 
that numerous companies in Central City were "compelled to 
suspend labor on account of lack of help."23 The enlistment 

186
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of John L. Dailey, W. N. Byers' partner, and a dozen printers 
left the Rocky Mountain News exceedingly short handed; some 
of the men were promptly ordered to report to Byers on tem
porary duty "for military printing."24 Company D was ordered 
before marching to Denver, to "render all assistance possibl~ 
to farmers" near Boulder in harvesting their crops.25 

The payment of bounties apparently had little part in the 
raising of the regiment. Although Captain S. M. Logan's re
cruiting advertisement of August 15 announced that enlistees 
would "receive all Pay and Bounties which are allowed by the 
United States to similar Regiments now being formed in the 
States,"26 the advertisement failed to note that, under the 
Enrollment Act of July 4, 1864, Federal bounties were paid 
only to recruits who enlisted for at least one year.27 Bounties 
had been paid in Colorado only when, as in the spring of 1863, 
public-spirited individuals and business firms had contributed 
to a bounty-fund to stimulate enlistments in the 3rd Colorado 
Infantry.28 No indications of a public subscription to provide 
bounties for Denver recruits of the hundred-day regiment have 
been found. The question was raised in Central City; but the 
Miners' Register was lukewarm, expressed greater confidence 
in "those who go bewuse duty and patriotism demand it ... 
than in those who refuse to go without a reward beforehand," 
and the suggestion of a popular subscription appears to have 
come to nothing.29 The citizens of Nevada (Nevadaville) were 
reported, however, as having "raised over twelve hundred dol
lars to be divided among those who shall enlist in the Hundred 
Day regiment."30 

Under such conditions, Colorado was saved from a local 
performance of the "carnival of corruption" that so generally 
characterized recruitment for the Union forces throughout 
most of the Civil War.31 But as a unit of volunteers, recruited 
in a frontier area for a brief period of service, the hundred-day 
regiment was vulnerable to the fatal weaknesses that had 
rendered similar units so ineffe:::tual in the "improvised war" 
back East in 1861 and 1862. A primary problem was that of 
securing officers who could and would lead, train, and d isci
pline men. Equally critical were the characters, attitudes, and 
military abilities of the non-commissioned officers and privates 
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-and many of them, in this instance, were men whom the hard 
school of frontier existence had taught pronounced independ
ence, self-reliance, brutality, and rowdiness. Perennial prob
lems of arming, mounting, and equipping a military force were 
accentuated in Colorado by the great distances between Denver 
and the sources of supply, and the insecurity of supply routes. 

Governor Evans and Colonel Chivington must be credited 
with serious effort to secure as many officers as possible who 
had had some sort of military experience.32 They succeeded 
in supplying twenty-three such officers, or one-half of the 
necessary forty-six, for the regimental staff and company com
mands. Four of them had fought , or have been credited with 
fighting, in the war with Mexico: Major S. M. Logan,33 Captain 
D . H. Nichols (Company D) ,34 Captain Presley Talbot (Com
pany M) ,35 Lieutenant A. J. Templeton (Company G) .36 Three 
had seen action in the Civil War until discharged because of 
ill health: Captain T. G. Cree37 and Lieutenant C. L. Cass38 

(Company A) , Lieutenant (later Captain) J. A. Foy39 (Com
pany F). Twelve had been captains, lieutenants, non-commis
sioned officers, or privates in the 1st and 2nd Colorado Infantry 
or Cavalry, or in McLain's Independent Battery: 4° Colonel 
George L. Shoup (later Governor of Idaho and U. S . Senator) , 
Majors W. F . Wilder and S. M. Logan (both veterans of the 
battle of Glorieta Pass) , Assistant Surgeon C. P . Yates, Lieu
tenant J. T . Boyd (regimental commissary), Captain W. H . 
Morgan (Company C) , Captain Jay J . Johnson (Company E) , 
Captain T. E. McDonald (Company H) , Lieutenants J. F. 
Wymond and Martin Wall (Company C), and Lieutenants 
S. H . Gilson and Obed Edson (Company E) . Seven, at least , 
had been officers in the militia of Colorado Territory: 41 Major 
Hal Sayr; Captain Cree, Lieutenants Cass and Sopris (Com
pany A); Captain Harper M. Orahood (Company B) ; and 
Lieutenants A. J. Pennock and L. H. Dickson (Company D) . 
About half of those individuals were appointed as recruiting 
officers by Governor Evans between August 13 and August 

"The author g ra tefu ll y acknowledge$ the assistance of a number of his 
.studen ts in locat ing inform a tion about s01ne of the comn1issioned and non-con1-
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30,42 and owed their commissions, in part at least, to their 
effectiveness in that capacity. 

A few of the other officers had reputations as vigorous 
fighters. John MacCannon43 (Captain, Company I) had known 
vicious encounters with "slave-staters" in "Bleeding Kansas" 
in the late 1850's. In Colorado, he was a successful miner in 
California Gulch, an influential politician in Lake County, and 
the crack-shot leader of the vigilantes (George L. Shoup among 
them) who pursued the Espinosa gang in late 1863. His 2nd 
Lieutenant, Henry H. Hewitt,44 Lake County miner, druggist, 
Deputy U. S . Marshal, and Deputy Provost Marshal, was the 
bane of horse-thieves, deserters, and bushwackers. Among 
those who knew the horrors of Indian raids through personal 
and recent experience, was Swain J. Graham45 (1st Lieutenant, 
Company G), keeper of a mail station at Spring Bottom in the 
Arkansas valley. 

Some of the other recruiters who became company officers 
were of the traditional type: men of some prominence and 
drawing-power in their communities. Oliver H. P . Baxter46 

(Captain, Company G) was an important landholder and 
political figure in Pueblo County. Adam L. Shock47 (Captain, 
Company K) was a miner and fairly effective recruiter in 
Summit County; and J . Freeman Phillips48 (Captain, Company 
L) , a miner, and most energetic recruiter in Gilpin County. 
Ed Chase,49 one of Denver's leading gamblers, doubtless owed 
his recruiting commission and his titular captaincy of Com
pany F (Lieutenant Joseph A. Foy was functional commander 
for weeks before Chase resigned and Foy was made Captain) 
to his opportunities and presumed capacities for making friends 
and influencing males of military age. Mariano Autabee50 

(2nd Lieutenant, Company H), son of Charles Autabee-trap
per, trader, and rancher on the lower Huerfano-brought fif
teen Mexicans of dubious military quality into Company H. 

Politics (of some variety or other) probably reared its 
ugly head in more instances than can be clearly discerned in 
the inadequate records. Why David H. Moffat, Jr. , who did 
no recruiting, was commissioned Captain on August 20, and 
resigned in early September, why Alfred Sayre and Henry 
D. Williams, both effective recruiters, resigned their captain-
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cies after about a month, are subjects for conjecture.51 Pos
sibly Leavitt L. Bowen, Lieutenant Colonel of the regiment, 
had qualifications that were of greater pertinence than his 
reputed legal ability and his position as alderman for the First 
Ward on Denver's City Council. But those qualifications, what
ever their nature, appear to have been thoroughly diluted by 
copious amounts of alcohol.52 In one instance, the bitter state
hood issue may have influenced the selection of officers, al
though the fact cannot be conclusively established. In mid
September, when incomplete companies were combined to 
form full companies, Dr. T. D. Worrall of Central City-a most 
energetic recruiter, but one of the leaders of the anti-State 
movement (which triumphed in the election of September 13) 
-was squeezed out. The Rocky Mountain News reported, with 
unconcealed satisfaction, on September 19: 

Capt. MacCannon is now in command of the company formed 
from the men recruited by himself and those recruited by 
Capt. Worrall of Central. At a company election on Saturday, 
Mr. MacCannon was chosen Captain, and Mr. Davis and Dr. 
Hewitt, Lieutenants. This makes Capt. Worrall again Doctor 
Worrall. 
If officers were elected by the other companies-and the 

records are generally unhelpful on this point-local popularity 
might account for some of the junior officers who apparently 
had seen no previous military service and had not e:irned their 
billets by enlisting recruits. For example, we can only wonder 
what qualifications Harry Richmond (2nd Lieutenant, Com
pany B) had, aside from his popularity as an actor in Langrishe 
and Dougherty's theatrical company.53 

The qualifications of the regimental medical staff, which 
doubtless reflected the scarcity of trained physicians on the 
frontier, left much to be desired. Sidney B. Morrison54 had had 
experience in lumbering, mercantile business, farming, stock
raising, and quartz-milling; since, however, he had a brother 
who was a graduate of Rush Medical College, it may have been 
assumed, or hoped, that the Regimental Surgeon had acquired 
adequate medical skill-by association. The first Assistant Sur
geon, Christopher P. Yates, had at least been a non-commis
sioned Hospital Steward in the 1st Colorado Cavalry. Caleb 
S. Burdsal,55 second Assistant Surgeon (appointed in place 
of a regimental chaplain) , a persistent experimenter in methods 
of ore reduction since his arrival in Colorado in 1859, had 
previously been a wholesale druggist in Cincinnati. No clues 
have been found to the specific qualifications of Sergeant 
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Thaddeus P. Bell56 (Company M), "miner,'' detailed as Acting 
Assistant Surgeon on the eve of Sand Creek, or of Private 
Thomas Wanless57 (Bugler, Company G), who was assigned 
the duties of Veterinary Surgeon. That only seven men of the 
regiment died from illness, as compared with (possibly) nine 
killed in action, when the Union armies lost five men from 
disease for every two battle casualties,58 probably emphasizes 
the hardiness of the frontier-toughened men rather than the 
skill of the medical staff. 

In the rapid improvisation of a military force on the fron
tier, there could be no more certainty than there had been in 
the States that a man with some previous military or militia 
experience, or with some capabilities in business, farming, 
mining, or recruiting would be an able and conscientious of
ficer. The authorities could only use what materials were at 
hand, and hope for the best. 

The fact that a great majority of non-commissioned of
ficers and privates of the hundred-day regiment are, at the 
present time, merely names that defy identification, gives point 
to Wharton's statement in 1866, that "recruiting for the service 
against Indians absorbed most of the floating population of the 
city [Denver] and country."59 An incomplete study of the 
personnel of the regiment, now in process, indicates that the 
more stable and permanent elements of the population con
tributed a larger proportion of men to the first company re
cruited in Denver (A), the Boulder company (D) , and to Com
pany G (El Paso and Pueblo Counties), and even to Company 
B, the first Gilpin County company, than to the other Denver 
companies and those recruited later in the mining counties. 
Fairly substantial numbers of the non-commisisoned officers 
and privates of those four companies (especially A, D , and G) 
continued to live in Colorado after 1864 as "solid citizens,'' to 
engage in agriculture, business, politics, and other community 
activities, and, in numerous instances, to attain considerable 
prominence. Only a few men from the other companies raised 
in Denver and in the mountain counties have been similarly 
identified. 

Some correlation between the relative stability or insta
bility of the men in their communities and the incident of 
desertion appears to be evident-although it must be recog
nized that many factors doubtless affected morale. However, 
Captain Nichols' Company D (Boulder) and Captain Baxter's 
Company G (Pueblo and El Paso Counties) had no desertions. 
Captain Cree's Company A and Captain Morgan's Company C, 
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the first and second units raised in Denver, had one and two 
desertions, respectively. In contrast, Captain Johnson's Com
pany E (the third Denver company) had eight deserters and 
Captain Ed Chase's Company F, probably filled largely 'with 
recruits swept up in Denver's gambling halls and saloons, set 
t~e re~or.d with sixteen desertions. Again, Company B, the 
first Gilpin County unit recruited, lost only two men by deser
tion, but Companies H and L, recruited later had eleven and 
eight deserters, respectively; while Company' M lost four de
serters, all Gilpin County recruits. On the other hand, the 
dynamic c.aptain ~acCannon's Company I from Lake County, 
and Captain Shocks Company K from Summit County, both 
composed largely of miners, had only one deserter each.60 The 
total of fifty-four desertions was unquestionably serious; how
ever, that loss of about 4.7 per cent fell considerably short of 
the estimated 6.25 per cent of loss by desertion from all volun
teer regiments in the Union armies.61 On the other hand the 
hundred-days men, in comparison with the one-year, two-year, 
and three-year volunteers, had limited time in which to desert 
and did so at a relatively faster rate. ' 

Y ocational listings which are available for the personnel 
of nine of the twelve companies62 indicate that the regiment 
represented a fair cross-section of the population of a frontier 
co~munity that was engaged largely with agriculture, mining, 
business, and freighting. In those nine companies that included 
slightly more than eight hundred men, there were 279 farmers 
235 miners, 51 laborers, 38 clerks, 33 teamsters and freighters'. 
23 carpenters, 21 mechanics and engineers, 21 printers, 17 mer
chants, 15 blacksmiths, 7 stone cutters and masons, and small 
numbers of bakers, brewers, millers, painters, plasterers, brick
layers, shoemakers, tailors, tanners, saddlers, wagon makers 
and similar craftsmen and tradesmen. The professions and arts 
contributed a small handful-two lawyers, one dubious "M.D.,'' 
one teacher, one architect, one artist, one actor. The vocational 
designations were undoubtedly applied loosely and must be ac
cepted with great reserve. A "farmer" was more likely than 
not a farmhand or herder, rather than a landowner ; few busi
nessmen of any prominence were to be found among the "mer
chants"; some of the "clerks" may w ell have been bartenders 
or carddealers, for two known gamblers were listed as "specu
lator" and "silver maker." 

Whether the somewhat m ore stable farmers and tradesmen 
from the beleaguered valleys and settlements of the plains 
were any more determined to defend th eir stakes in their 
communities and were any m ore or any less blood-thirs ty in 
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t::.! "Tra n script of Records of the Co lo rado Yo lunteers·· (Adj. Gen . Office. 

Colo. Mil. D ept .), 111-17 6. 
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their attitudes toward the Indian than were the more foot-loose 
miners from the less vulnerable mountain counties, cannot 
be determined, in view of the paucity of revealing personal 
records. But there was little in the bombardment of publicity 
during the months of recruitment that would have encouraged 
any man to distinguish between "friendly" and "hostile" In
dians, as Governor Evans had in his proclamations of August 
10 and 11. The newspapers, in addition to recording bloody 
massacres near and far, urged on enlistments with highly 
belligerent appeals. A characteristic editorial, "Carthago De
lenda Est," appeared in the Black Hawk Daily Mining Journal 
on August 30: "If there be one idea that should become an 
axiom in American politics it is THAT THE RED MAN 
SHOULD BE DESTROYED. His existence is a curse to himself 
and to us . .. . " It is unlikely that the exhortations delivered 
in the "camp meeting" atmosphere of the recruiting mass
meetings were less restrained. The prevailing attitude was re
flected by an eastern visitor, Nathaniel P. Hill, professor of 
chemistry at Brown University, who wrote from Denver to 
his wife in Rhode Island on August 11: 

There is no sentimentality here on the frontier respecting 
Indians. Cooper and Longfellow are regarded with disgust. 
Indians are all the same, a treacherous and villanous set. I 
would rejoice, as would every man in Colorado, to see them 
exterminated.63 
Another theme that ran through the recruiting publicity 

was that the campaign against the Indians would be short , 
effective, and, in fact, a rather jaunty excursion. On August 
14, the Central City Register exuded optimism: "There is scarce 
doubt but that ... we shall be enabled to drive the Indians 
from our plains and restore communications in a few days." 
On August 23, the Black Hawk Journal was confident that the 
regiment would be "full and ready for service in ten days,'' 
and offered an inviting prospect to recruits: "Those who would 
like a most delightful little 'out', learn something new, and 
stand a good show for a bit of a fight, should turn in their 
names immediately." Days passed and enlistments lagged, but 
the Central City Register was still hopeful on September 11: 
"The 3rd Colorado will be ready to march in a day or two, 
when Mr. Indian will have to get up and skedaddle." 

Although recruits had been assured, as early as August 13, 
that "there will be no lying around in camp, but sharp, active 
work ... ,"61 the time-honored military condition of "hurry up 
and wait" prevailed at Camp Evans for weeks. The slow arrival 
of recruits , the shortage of arms and horses, meant dreary 
waiting and unrealistic drill. The delayed grouping of batches 
of recruits into companies, the confused shuffling and re-

" "?\athanie l P. Hill I n spect s Coloraclo: L e t ter s \.Y r itten in 1864 ,"' The 
Colorado Magazine, XXXI\' ( J an., 1 957), 35-36. 

"'Cen tral City Regis t er , Aug. 13, 1864 . 



288 COLORADO MAGAZINE 

shuffling of officers, doubtless affected discipline badly in that 
rendezvous of restless frontiersmen. Majors Wilder and Logan, 
who successively commanded the growing regiment and Camp 
Evans until Colonel Shoup took charge on September 21, found 
it necessary to provide a sizeable detail to guard the Denver 
jail, and to issue rigorous orders to prevent even the officers, 
as well as the men, from leaving and staying away from 
camp without authorized permission, to protect horses from 
abuse and neglect, to prevent horse-racing and unauthorized 
discharge of firearms in camp.65 Even so, Denver was subjected 

to plagues of "jayhawking" and 
riotous drunkenness that were 
reminiscent of the predatory 
and boisterous activities of the 
1st Colorado Regiment three 
years before. Although the 
Rocky Mountain News, on Sep
tember 5, complimented the 
"hundred-daysters" as a "splen
did set of men, whose demeanor 
and discipline thus far exceeds 
any similar body of 'raw re
cruits' that one can find ... ," it 
complained, two days later, that 
"the pet lambs [1st Colorado 
Regiment], after their return 
from Apache Pass, were not a 
circumstance to some few of 
our 'mounted infantry' at pres
ent around town." 

The necessity of relieving 
the pressure on Denver and of 

Colone 1c;,~~:~a~~ Shoup givi?-g settlements and stage 
stat10ns along the Arkansas 

Fountain, and South Platte the benefit of whatever protectio~ 
largely unmounted companies could provide, led to the deploy
ment of six companies in early September.66 Captain Cree's 
Company A moved to Camp Cass on the Fountain, with a 
detachment under 2nd Lieutenant Eldridge B. Sopris stationed 
across the Arkansas from Pueblo.67 Baxter's Company G 
marched to Denver to be sworn in and outfitted, after a fashion 
with uniforms and ancient muskets , and then footed it back t~ 
Camp Baxter, east of Pueblo.68 Company B, partially mounted, 

"' Hdqtrs. 3rd Colo. Cav., S.O. No. 8 <Aug. 27), No. 10 (Aug. 29 J, No. 11 
(Sept. 1). 

00 H clqtrs. l\Iii. Dist. Colo., S.O. No. 76 I Aug. 2fl), No. 78 (Aug'. 31), No. 83 
(Sept . 7); Hdqtrs. 3rd Co l. Cav., S.0. No. 18 (Sept. 10), "Records Third 
Colorado Cavalry," 16. ' 

67 "Journal of John L. Dail ey, 1864 " 1 :.1:-; in \\'estern Historv Department 
Denver Public Library), e ntries Sept. 2-15. · ' 

68 Wolfe, "Diary," e ntries ''l\1onclay f~epte1nherl 12'' to "ThurR<lav [Septem-
berl 29." • 
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took its station at old Fort Lupton, which was filled with 
families gathered there for protection.69 Companies C, F, and 
D were transported in wagons to Latham,70 Junction Station, 
and Valley Station, respectively, farther down the Platte. 

By early October, when the shuffling of commands was 
finally completed,71 Major Logan was at Valley Station, super
vising the disposition of detachments along the Overland Stage 
route from Valley Station eastward toward Julesburg; Major 
Sayr was in over-all command of the forces between Camp 
Evans and Junction Station;72 Lieutenant Colonel Bowen was 
officially, but unsteadily,73 supervising the companies on the 
Fountain and upper Arkansas. Major Wilder was in charge at 
Camp Evans where six companies were restlessly congregated, 
while Colonel Shoup was busily engaged in supporting Gover
nor Evans' and Colonel Chivington's efforts to secure arms, 
supplies, and horses. That month, from mid-September to mid
October, was a depressing period of endless waiting. During 
that period, Major Edward Wynkoop brought a group of Chey
enne and Arapahoe chiefs from Fort Lyon to Camp Weld for a 
council with Evans and Chivington, and a mutiny almost broke 
out at Camp Evans, the Rocky Mountain News reported (Sep
tember 29), when the rumor got around that a treaty had been 
made and there would be no fighting. 

It was probably during that period of "phony war" that 
annoyed Denverites began calling the 3rd Colorado the "Blood
less Third." 74 

The regiment was inactive because it was not equipped 
to fight. Lack of adequate arms, horses, and supplies of almost 
every sort, dominates the history of the 3rd Colorado Cavalry. 
The sorry story cannot be recounted in full detail until the 
day comes when the District and Regiment Ordnance and 
Quartermaster records may finally be resurrected in the Na
tional Archives. However, some insight into the state of affairs 
can be gained from the incomplete records that are available. 

Sky-blue uniforms of the U. S. Cavalry were issued to 
some, and possibly all, of the personnel of the regiment. How
ever inadequate they might be as protection against the bitter 

60 "l\lajor I-Jal Sa)·r-' s Diary of the Sand Creel< Campaig·n," Lynn I. P e rri '.\l 
,(ed.), The Colorcido Mcigcizi n e, XT (:;\lar ch, 1938) , ·19-50 (hereafter cited ts 
" H a l Say r' s Diar y"). 

•° Frank A. Hoot and \\' . E. Conn e ll ey, The Overland Stcig e to Californici 
(Topeka: Root and Connelley, 1901), 333-42 : d escription by Root (mail agem 
at Latham) of the gathering of ranch families and stage coach passen.:;·ers at 
Latham for p rotection and the relief afforded by ar rival of Captain :\!organ 
and Company C . See also, F. A. Root, "Early Days in W e ld County," The Trciil , 
YI (Dec. 1913) , 7-13. 

71 Hdqtrs. Colo. l\lil. Dist., S.O. 93 (Sept. 22), 95 (Sept. 26) ; Colon e l Geo. 
L. Shoup, de11osition, R eport of the Secret(lry of ·w(lr. communic(lting ... the 
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Creek 11Icissncre ... (Senate Executi\·e Document, No. 26 , 39th CongTess, 2nd 
session), 175. (Hereafter c ited as Sena t e Ex. Doc. No. 2 6) . 

72 "Hal Say1"s Diary," The Colorado Jiagazine, XY (Mar .. 1938), 50 (entries 
Sept. 2 3-0ct. 6). 

73 Dailey, ".J o urnal. 1864," e ntries for Sept. 28, Oct. 1. 3. 5, 19 ; A lbert B. 
Sanforil . "I-low Prospectors of ·59 Live d ," Tiie Trciil, XYTU (Dec .. 1925) , 17. 
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weather that awaited the "hundred-daysters," the outfits were 
splendid enough, when issued, to make "the boys put on ares."75 

Stocks of other necessities were soon exhausted, and on August 
26, with only five companies mustered in, Chivington ordered 
Captain Louden Mullen, Acting Quartermaster, to purchase 
blankets and camp equipment in the open market.76 On Sep
tember 1, because of the "exhaustion of stores and funds of the 
Quartermaster Department," Captain Mullen was ordered to 
proceed immediately to Fort Leavenworth to acquire supplies 
and facilitate their shipment to Denver. 77 The difficulties of 
supply were compounded a week later, when a building at 
Camp Weld which housed the District's quartermaster and 
commissary stores was destroyed by fire. 78 

The regiment was armed, largely, with antiquated Austrian 
and Belgian muzzle-loaders-the worst of the European trash 
which the War Department had acquired in amazing quantities, 
and the most detested by the Union troops upon which they 
had been inflicted - and with old-model Harper's Ferry 
muskets. It was a struggle to obtain even enough of those 
rejects of the armies of the East. The Ordnance Department of 
the District was poorly stocked in mid-August ,79 but had enough 
Austrian and Belgian antiques to arm two of the first com
panies organized (B and D) .80 About August 30, an ordnance 
train arrived; others were later reported on the road and 
presumably got through.81 Some .54 calibre ammunition and 
a few weapons were scrabbled from Forts Garland and Lyon,82 

and Evans and Chivington attempted (with unknown results) 
to get authorization to take supplies from an ordnance train, 
bound for New Mexico, but stalled at Fort Lyon by the loss of 
its mules to the Indians.83 However, enough weapons of some 
sort were apparently secured to arm most of the men of the 
regiment by late September.84 Although a few Sharps' and 
Starr's carbines were secured at some time, most of the men 
used their ancient weapons throughout their period of service. 

Some understanding of the armament of the regiment can 
be gleaned from the testimony of Lt. C. C. Hawley, Acting 
Ordnance Officer on February 24, 1864, before the Military 
Commission.85 He stated that he issued to the regiment 772 
(.54 calibre) rifles and 58 Starr's carbines, presumably the .54 

» \Volfe, "Dia ry, .. entry for "Saturday [September) 11··: DRJJN. l:lept. 17 , 
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calibre, breech-loading, percussion model.86 The 772 rifles in
cluded the Austrian and Belgian relics and whatever number 
of "Mississippi Rifles" (Harper's Ferry Percussion Rifle, 1841 
model) were provided the regiment.87 Hawley also issued 224 
Harper's Ferry muskets (.69 calibre) which, at best, would 
have been the U. S. Percussion Musket, Model 1842, but could 
have been flintlocks of the 1835 model, converted into percus
sion-type weapons.88 He also stated that he issued 16 muskets 
(.71 calibre), 28 Sharp's carbines (calibre unstated), 5 Colt's 
repeating rifles (.44 calibre), 2 Colt's army revolvers (.44 
calibre), 29 Starr's revolvers (which could have been either 
.44 or .36 calibre) and 72 Whitney revolvers (presumably the 
.36 calibre Navy percussion model) .89 The regiment's armament 
was rounded out by the issue of two mountain howitzers to 
Captain Morgan's Company C. 

It is instructive to note that Lieutenant Hawley testified 
that, out of 65,000 cartridges (.54 calibre) issued, 64,000 were 
expended, and out of 9,000 cartridges (.69 calibre) issued, 8,000 
were expended. Those figures, if accurate, indicate that for 
each of the .54 calibre weapons only about eighty cartridges 
were available, and only forty cartridges were issued for each 
.69 calibre weapon. Those facts may explain why training in 
the regiment apparently involved so little target practice, and 
also why eight hundred pounds of lead, eight kegs of powder. 
and fifteen quires of cartridge paper were used up by the regi
ment. Lieutenant Hawley stated that the regiment expended 
11,000 cartridges (.58 calibre); since no weapons of that calibre 
were issued, those cartridges may have been remoulded to fit 
the weapons which the men had in hand. 

Although excellent discipline and good arms are essential 
to any effective military force, a cavalry unit must also have 
horses-preferably good ones. When Ovando J. Hollister, that 
salty editor and old campaigner, expressed his opinion on 
September 22, that "the hundred days will pass and little be 
accomplished" because "equipments are as hard to raise as 
the wind,"90 he touched on distressingly hard fact. Enough 
horses, of whatever quality, to mount anywhere near all of 
the men and haul its supply trains, were never obtained by the 
3rd Colorado. For months, Governor Evans had fruitlessly 
urged the War Department to relieve the severe shortage of 
military supplies and equipment in Colorado, and immediately 
after the regiment was authorized, he appealed to Secretary 

86 Arcadi Gluckman, l"iite<l States Muskets. Rifles ancl Carbines (Buffalo: 
Otto U lbrich Co., 1 948), 400-101, 424-25. Hawley·s testimony about the Starr's 
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"' Ib id., pp. 159-62, 167-69, 221. 
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Stanton to order the purchase locally of horses and "horse 
equipments."91 Even after the constricting red tape of army 
regulations and procedures had been cut through, and local 
purchase of those necessities became legally possible, few 
enough serviceable horses and practically no saddles could be 
obtained from local sources. 

How great the deficiency of horses was, can be gathered 
from Colonel Shoup's deposition submitted to the Military 
Commission early in 1865. When he assumed command on 
September 21 , Shoup stated, the regiment of about 1,040 men 
had between 350 and 400 horses and subsequently received 
about 400 more.92 Since a fair number of those had to be used 
for hauling supplies, it is not surprising that Shoup estimated 
that only between 550 and 600 men of the regiment actually par
ticipated in the Sand Creek engagement93-numbers which, in
cidentally, compared favorably with the average r egimental 
strength, "present for duty," at the major battles fought by the 
Union Army.94 The quality of many of the horses supplied the 
3rd Colorado, as well as the timing of their distribution in some 
instances, left much to be desired. Company G r eceived its 
mounts ("awful mean ones," wrote John Wolfe) one day befor e 
it joined the regiment and set out for Sand Creek. I rving H ow
bert, of the same company, later described the m ounts as "a 
motley-looking group composed of every kind of equine animal 
from pony to plowhorse." He drew a "raw-boned, squarely
built, old plowhorse," upon which he spen t "many uncomfort
able hours."95 William M. Breakenr idge, a young telegraph 
operator from Central City, w as luckier: h e was detailed to 
carry mail and dispatches, h ad h is pick of th e h orses assigned 
Company B, and considered himself "the best-mounted soldier 
in the regiment."96 

Saddles and other "hor se equipments" posed an even 
greater problem than h orses, since few saddles could be pur
chased, and few w ere manufactured, locally. Governor Evans' 
appeal to Secretary Stan ton on August 22, emphasized th at 
saddles would have to be supplied from a distance of seven 
hundred miles, and Chivington followed with an urgent re
quest to General Curtis that horse-equipments, as well as 
ordnance, be hurried along.97 A few days later, Private Herman 
Wagner, a shoemaker, was ordered to duty in a Denver tannery 
to help replenish th e exhausted supply of harness leather.98 

91 E,·a n s to Stan ton, Aug. 22; Halleck to g, an,, Aug-. 23, O.R. Ser. 1, XLI, 
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Colonel Shoup informed the Military Commission that there 
were only two hundred horse-equipments in the regiment on 
September 21 , and Lieutenant Hawley testified that he issued 
a total of 527 saddles and curb-bridles to the regiment.99 

That the lack of saddles and other equestrian equipment 
was chiefly responsible for the inactivity of the regiment be
tween mid-September and mid-October is demonstrated by 
the fact that, within two days after 250 saddles and bridles 
arrived on October 15, Chivington ordered Shoup to move all 
mounted companies into rendezvous, preparatory to action in 
the field. 100 

The scanty records yield little information about the activi
ties of most of the companies during that month of weary 
waiting. Under the demanding pressure of Ben Holladay, who 
was getting his Overland Stage Line into operation again, 
Chivington ordered the troops stationed along that route to be 
especially vigilant and to "kill all Indians you come across,'' 
and Captain Nichols and forty men of Company D at Valley 
Station had the unique distinction, during that month, of 
en gaging a band of Indians and killing ten of them.101 Captain 
Morgan's Company Cat Latham expended some of its energies 
in !:rnilding an adobe corral for its horses, 102 and at Fort Lupton, 
Private Zalmon Rouse of Company B was killed "while forcing 
the guard. "103 

Thanks to the diaries of Sergeant John L. Dailey of Com
pany A and of Private John Wolfe of Company G, much more 
is to be known about the two units stationed on the Arkansas 
during that month: Lieutenant Sopris' detachment at Pueblo 
and Captain Baxter's Company G at Camp Baxter. Dailey's 
account forces the conclusion that the month could have pro
duced little development in Sopris' detachment as a disciplined 
fighting force , except as the Denver printers and clerks became 
hardened to the saddle. Lieutenant Colonel Bowen, who had 
"oversight" of the forces on the Arkansas and Fountain, was so 
consistently in his cups that Dailey made special note, on 
October 3, that "Col. Bowen was sober all day yesterday." 
Second Lieutenant Obed Edson of Company E, in command 
of Bowen's fourteen man escort, steadfastly continued his 
rake's progress toward dishonorable discharge by the Adjutant 
General on November 26, for "disobedience of orders, drunken
n ess, dishonesty, and utter worthlessness as an officer."104 Lieu
tenant Sopris was a gay blade who spent much of his time 
v isiting the ladies of the neighborhood and taking them on 
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cross-country expeditions under the protection of a sergeant 
and six men. 

Taking the cue from such officers and gentlemen the non
coms and privates wandered off on unauthorized jau~ts to Zan 
Hicklin's ranch on the Greenhorn, and broke out of camp to 
attend fandangoes, to "indulge to excess in the ardent" in 
Pue?,lo, F_ountain City an~ elsewhere, and return late, noisy, 
and c?ns1?erably mellow. On September 28, with no apparent 
authonzat10n except, possibly, from Colonel Bowen, Lieutenant 
Sopris set out with his detachment on a three weeks' jaunt, via 
Fort Garland, to Conejos where Governor Evans and Indian 
Agent Lafayette Head held a council with the Utes. Shortly 
after the detachment took up its station at Pueblo, several of 
the mer:- t?ok jobs with farmers in the neighborhood, until 
some bnstlmg orders came down through the line of command 
and stopped such extra-curricular activities. Henceforth no 
more than four officers and men could be absent from any 
camp or post at any time, and drill was required twice daily 
at all stations.105 • 

Prior to receipt of those orders, Dailey mentioned no drills 
in Sopris' camp, and only occasional drill once a day there:;ifter. 
John Wolfe's record indicated a generally tauter regime at 
Cam~ Baxter, with more frequent drill and, on one day, target 
prach~e. W?od-hauling, hay-cutting, beef-butchering, and 
guardm15 mail coaches, kept some of the men occupied some 
?f the time, but the oppressive boredom of inactive camp life 
rs re~lected in both diaries. Relief was sought in letter-writing, 
readmg Harper's Weekly and newspapers, visiting with travel
ers ,_ singing and dancing around the campfire, rough horseplay, 
a fight now and then, cardplaying, and an occasional game 
of ball. Life was doubtless brightened at Camp Baxter on 
October 10, when, as Wolfe recorded the event "some of Foun
tain girls came heare with straw on a grap~ excursion"· on 
the following day, "we got ... lot of wine and the girls ;taid 
in the camp," and left for home the next morning. Neither 
diary contains any reference whatsoever to religious services 
except Wolfe's statement that "sum of the boys went to church,'; 
when Company G was in Denver in mid-September. 

. Both diaries indicate continual efforts in both camps to 
rel:eye an~ augment the monotonous fare provided by the 
off1c~al rat:on of bread (or hardtack), meat, beans, rice (or 
~ommy), vmegar, and coffee. Almost daily expeditions, author
ized or not, went to find plums, grapes, currants, melons, squash, 
corn, and milk; to catch or club fish; and to hunt rabbits and 
antelope. The erratic and inadequate supply of rations from 
Denver roused "any amount of growling" in both camps and 
Sopris' detachment vented its spleen by petitioning that the 
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Quartermaster and Commissary Sergeants at Camp Cass be 
cashiered. 

Whether conditions in those isolated units on the Arkansas 
were better or worse than in the other companies, cannot be 
established. Furthermore, the records are too scanty to deter
mine whether any of the other officers in the regiment were 
as irresponsible as Lieutenant Sopris, as deplorable as Lieu
tenant Colonel Bowen, or as reprehensible as Lieutenant Obed 
Edson. 

With the arrival of the long-awaited saddles at Denver on 
October 15, the regiment came to life. Within forty-eight hours, 
Company B from Fort Lupton and six companies (E, H, I, K, 
L, M) from Denver, were moving-on horseback, on foot, and 
in wagons-toward the great bowl of the Bijou Basin, some 
seventy miles southeast of Denver. 106 On the 26th, Company A 
topped the sharp Divide and dropped down into the Basin, past 
the Holden ranchhouse, in the first snowstorm of the season.107 

Colonel Shoup had already dispatched a party of scouts east
ward to the headwaters of the Republican to look for Indians,108 

had started Captain Shock (Company K) and fifty unmounted 
men in wagons northward across the prairie to relieve Captain 
Nichols and his mounted Company D at Valley Station, and 
had also ordered Captain Phillips and his unmounted Company 
L to go by wagon to replace a detachment of Company H of 
the 1st Colorado Cavalry at Living Springs and Lieutenant 
Foy and the mounted part of Company Fat Junction Station.109 

A large consignment of rations was ordered from Denver, and 
a detail was dispatched to escort an ordnance train to the 
Basin.11° 

Notwithstanding such evidences of forthcoming action, 
morale in the Bijou encampment (Camp Elbert) was exceed
ingly low. Numerous men took off for Denver without leave; 
some were apprehended and brought back, but eleven men of 
Company H and one of Company M (all from Central City) 
apparently made good their escape with their horses and 
equipment. Colonel Shoup issued rigorous orders in the effort 
to protect ranchers of the Basin from theft and "jayhawking,'' 
and to prevent sentinels leaving their posts. Dailey noted that 
"a general bad feeling seemed to prevail," and he heard "any 
amount of 'growling' about treatment of the regiment at head
quarters" and "plenty of the old mutinous talk."111 

Then the storms came. Heavy snow began falling during 
the night of October 29-30, continued for almost three days, 

'"'"Hal Say1 .. s Diary," The Colorado ]Jagazine, XY (March, 1938), 50-51. 
m Dailey, "Journa l, 1864, .. entries for Oct. 22-26, 1864. 
"'' I-Idqtrs . 3rd Col. Cav., Camp Elbert, S.O. No. 42, Oct. 22, 1864. 
10• Hdqtrs. Mil. Dist. Colo., S .O . No. 109, Oct. 17; Hclqtrs. 3rd Co l. Cav., 

S.0. Nos. 44, 45, Oct. 24, 25, 1864. 
110 Hdqtrs. 3rcl Col. Cav., S.0. Nos. 42, 47, Oct. 22, 27, 1864. 
111 Dailey, "Journal, 1864," entries for Oct. 22-29: Hdqtrs. 3rd Col. Cav., 

S.O. ~o. 43, Oct. 23, 1864; "Muster-out Rolls, Civil ·war Yolunteers, .. Book O, 
pp. 58-76. 
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and left Camp Elbert under two feet of snow. The intense 
cold caused "great suffering among stock and even men" and 
roused "almost a universal howl of discontent among the 
men."112 The storm caught John Wolfe with a detachment some 
five miles below Camp Baxter and with little food at hand. 

- - -- -- -- --------

Ray mond G. Car ey. Jr. 
B ij o u Bas in \\'he r e Two F eet of Snow )lade Camp Life Mi >'erabl e 

His entry for November 2, summarized neatly the activities 
and attitudes of his detachment: "this is a cold morning som 
of the boys went a hunting kill antelope and som rabbits cold 
as hel grub is scarce boys is mad cursin and hollowin and 
playing cards." 

After the storm abated, a deserter was returned to Camp 
Elbert with both feet badly frozen , and one of Lieutenant 
Autabee's Mexican soldiers was buried with "nothing but a 
handkerchief tied over his face." 113 During the brief interval 
of moderate weather, Colonel Shoup hurried down the Platte 
to get Companies C, D , and F moving toward Denver, and 
ordered that all horses be shod, issued full rations of grain, 
and prepared for active duty. Then another terrific blizzard 
struck on November 7. The horses at Camp Elbert had to be 
herded on the wooded hillsides of the Basin for protection, 114 

while Wolfe's group on the Arkansas continued to "grout," 
hunt antelope, play poker ; and moved into a house for shel
ter.115 When that storm slackened, preparations "for a move" 

112 Dail ey, c. J ournal , 186-1," entrie~ for ')t·t 29-Nov. 1; "IIal Sayr· · Diary," 
The Colorado Jfagazine, XV (March, 1!•38 t, fi~. 

"' I bid. 
"' Ibid .. 53; Dail ey, ".Journal , 1861'" ntries for Xov. 7-8. 
11 is Wolfe, i.Diary," entries for ~1n ;.1n 
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were resumed at Camp Elbert in an atmosphere heavy with 
"uneasy feeling and discontent."116 

Finally, orders were received, and on Monday, November 
14, Companies A, B, E, I, and M started on the move from 
~he Bijou encampment to the Arkansas. Major Sayr, who was 
m command at Camp Elbert at the time, wrote in his diary: 

After a vast am't of work got Reg't started, leaving in camp 
two loads of Commissary stores-All the Q. M. stores-the 
sick & Hospital Stores and Company "H"-also part of Co 
"Bs" tents for want of transportation-Marched 12 miles 
through snow about one foot deep-which in many places 
had drifted into gulches io unknown depths & into which 
the horses and riders would go nearly out of sight-Camped 
on Squirrel Creek, snow ab't 2 feet deep & very cold
troops camped about 7 P. M.-Transportation commenced 
coming in about two hours later and continued coming all 
night. A number of animals died and some few abandoned. 

. That was the story for the following three days and nights, 
with the men tearing down fences for firewood and raiding 
ranchers' haystacks to make the bitter nights endurable for 
themselves and their mounts, with the hard-pressed teamsters 
and their exhausted horses (daily reduced in numbers) catch
ing up with the companies late at night, then shuttling back 
to bring forward Company H , the sick, and the supplies left 
in the Bijou Basin. Finally, on the 18th, after a night devoted, 
by a number of men, to drunken brawling with Mexicans in 
Pueblo, the column reached "Boon's" Ranch. 11 7 

Within the next two or three days, Colonel Shoup arrived, 
followed by Companies C and D, the mounted part of Company 
F, and a detachment of Company H of the 1st Colorado 
Cavalry. On the 23rd, Company G, mounted on its fearful and 
wonderful assortment of horses, which had been assigned the 
day before, came down from Camp Baxter to join the "ridg
ment." That evening, Colonel Chivington arrived, held an 
inspection in the gathering darkness, and took command
"which gives pretty general dissatisfaction," Sayr noted. The 
combined forces were composed of Companies A, B, C, D , E, 
H, I and parts of Companies F, K, and M of the hundred-day 
regiment, and a battalion of about 125 men made up of detach
ments from Companies C, E, and H of the 1st Colorado Cav
alry.11s 

On the following day, the column set out, down the Ar
kansas, on the march that brought the hundred-days men to 
the Indian encampment in the bend of the Big Sandy five 
dawns later. In those closing moments of their existence as 
the "Bloodless Third," it may be doubted that many of them 
we. e any more seasoned soldcers, responsive to discipline and 

'"Da iley, " Journal , 1864 , .. entries for Nov. 10-13. 
rn Ibid .. e n t ri es for Nov. 14-18: ")fajor Hal Sayr·H D ian·:· '/'h e Coloraclo 

Magazine. X\' (:\[arch, 1938) , 53-54 . · 
" . "' Ibid., I?· 54; D~iley, ".lourn.al. 1~64 ," entries for ~OY. 20- 23; vVolfe ' s 

Diary, entries. for ~ o\· . 22-23: Shoup s account: Senate Exec. Doc .. No. 26, 
pp. 175-76: Chinn gton s account: U.R .. Ser. 1. XLJ, P c. 1, H48. 
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command, than they had been when they enlisted. They were 
more likely still frontier farmers and miners, clerks and black
smiths, congealed in filthy and shoddy uniforms, galled and 
aching from the long night's ride on their nondescript horses. 
Instead of "sharp, active work" on a "delightful little 'out'," 
they had endured weeks of deadening inactivity, meaningless 
drill, insufficient and tiresome fond . the misery of blizzards 
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on the plains, the distress of illness in makeshift camp hos
pitals. They had known the enraging frustration of utter de
pendence on a defective organization, of subjection to officers 
who, at best, were helpless in the web of circumstances. During 
the weeks that lay behind them, one man had been blinded, 
one had become insane, two had been killed, at least seven had 
died of disease, fifty-four had deserted. 

But unkempt, resentful, miserable as they doubtless were, 
they were men of the conquering race, caught up in the pitiless 
march of empire. The Indian was, to most of them, nothing but 
a murderous animal who mutilated his victims atrociously, 
as many of them had seen with their own eyes, or subjected 
his white captives to unspeakable horrors, as all of them had 
heard. There, before them, were the first Indians that most of 
the men had encountered since they enlisted for the purpose 
of destroying the despised race, and their hundred days were 
nearly gone. So, the men of the "Bloodless Third" exploded 
on the encampment " like so many wild fellows," 119 and in their 
bloody onslaught, lightened their long-borne burdens of frus
tration, resentment, misery, and blind hatred. 

In the bitter aftermath, Colonel John M. Chivington, as 
commanding officer, was accused of all manner of atrocious 
crimes, and was destroyed as a public figure and, practically, 
as a human being. Doubtless the most critical, and most con
troversial, questions still remain: whether or not the Indians 
at Sand Creek were "friendly" or "hostile," whether or not 
they had assurance of immunity from responsible authorities. 
But once Chivington's decision had been made and the "Blood
less Third" had been led to the encampment, it may be soberly 
doubted that the blood-letting at Sand Creek would have been 
appreciably different, no matter who was in command. 

OFFICERS OF THIRD REGIMENT, 
COLORADO CAVALRY VOLUNTEERS* 

Field and Staff 
George L. Shoup, Colonel (date of commission: September 21, 1864 ) 
Leavitt L. Bowen, Lieutenant Colonel (August 27, 1864) 
William F. Wilder, First Major (August 17, 1864 ) 
Hal Sayr, Second Major (September 17, 1864) 
Samuel M. Logan, Third Major (September 21, 1864) 
Sidney B. Morrison, Surgeon (August 25. 1864) 
Christopher P. Yates, 1st Assistant Surgeon (August 29, 1864) 
Caleb S. Burdsal (1), 2nd Assistant Surgeon (August 27, 1864) 
Samuel I. Lorah, 1st Lieutenant, Adjutant (S eptember 23, 1864) 

vice Jay J. Johnson, promoted Captain, Company E. 
D. Perry Elliott, 1st Lieutenant, Quartermaster (August 20, 1864 ) 
Joseph T. Boyd, 1st Lieutenant, Commissary of Subsistence 

(September 17, 1864) 
vice Harper M. Orahood, promoted Captain, Company B . 

Regimental Chaplain: not appointed. 

119 Templeton, "Life and Ren1iniscences," 6. 
*Records of Commi,sions, Colorado Yolunteers. 1861-65" (:\IS in Adj. Gen. 

Office, Colo. MiL Dept.), Book S, 190-205. 
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Company A 
Theodore G. Cree, Captain 
Charles L. Cass, 1st Lieutenant 
Eldridge B. Sopris, 2nd Lieutenant 

Company B 

(August 19, 1864) 
(August 19, 1864) 
(August 19, 1864) 

Hal Sayr, Captain (August 19, promoted to Major, September 17, 1864) 
Harper M. Orahood, Captain (September 17, 1864) 

vice Sayr. 
Charles H. Hawley, 1st Lieutenant 
Harry Richmond, 2nd Lieutenant 

Company C 
William H. Morgan , Captain 
Martin Wall, 1st Lieutenant 
John F. Wymond, 2nd Lieutenant 

Company D 
David H. Nichols, Captain 
Andrew J. Pennock, 1st Lieutenant 
Lewis H. Dickson, 2nd Lieutenant 

Company E 

(August 19. 1864) 
(August 19, 1864) 

(August 24. 1864) 
(August 24, 1864) 
(August 24, 1864) 

(August 25, 1864) 
(August 25, 1864) 
(August 25, 1864) 

Alfred Sayre, Captain 
Jay J. Johnson, Captain 

(August 25, resigned September 23, 1864) 
(Septemb2r 23, 1864 ) 

vice Sayre. 
Samuel H. Gilson , 1st Lieutenant (August 25. 1864) 
Obed Edson, 2nd Lieutenant (August 25, dismissed Novemb2r 26, 1864) 
Edwin L. Parker, 2nd Lieutenant (De:::ember 16, 1864 ) 

vice Edson. 
Company I<' 

Edward Chase, Captain 
honorably discharged November 29. 

Joseph A. Foy, 1st Lieutenant 
Captain, December 16, vice Chase. 

Charles Haines, 2nd Lieutenant 
1st Lieutenant, December 16, vice Foy. 

John L. Dailey, 2nd Lieutenant 
vice Haines. 

Company G 
Oliver H. P. Baxter, Captain 
Swain J. Graham, 1st Lieutenant 
Andrew J. Templeton, 2nd Lieutenant 

Company H 

(August 26, 1864) 

(August 26, 1864) 

(August 26, 1864) 

(December 16, 1864) 

(September 12, 1864) 
(September 12. 1864 ) 
(September 12, 1864) 

Henry D. Williams, Captain (September 17, resigned October 11, 1864) 
Thomas E. McDonald, Captain (Octob2r 11, 1864) 

vice Williams. 
Thomas E. McDonald, 1st Lieutenant 
Mariano Autabee(s), 2nd Lieutenant 

Company I 
John MacCannon (McCannon), Captain 
Thomas J. Davis, 1st Lieutenant 
Henry H. Hewitt, 2nd Lieutenant 

Company K 
Adam L. Shock, Captain 
William E. Grinnell, 1st Lieutenant 
William R. Newkirk, 2nd Lieutenant 

Company L 

(September 17, 1864) 
(September 17, 1864) 

(September 17, 1864) 
(September 17. 1864) 
(September 17, 1864) 

(September 17. 1864) 
(September 17, 1864) 
(September 17, 1864) 

J. Freeman Phillips, Captain (September 19, 1864) 
Oliver M. Albro, 1st Lieutenant (September 19, 1864) 
Maxwell D. Baslinger (Balsinger?), 2nd Lieutenant 

Company M 
Presley Talbot, Captain 
Frank DeLamar, 1st Lieutenant 
Thomas Peck, 2nd Lieutenant 

(September 19, 1864) 

(September 19, 1864) 
<September 19. 1864 ) 
IS pllmber 19. 1864 ) 
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George West was a New Englander, born in Claremont, New 
Hampshire, November 6, 1826. As a boy he discovered that the most 
fascinating place for a youngster was the office of the town newspaper, 
so he became a "printer's devil." 

He spent some years in Boston with the Boston Transcript, but 
the news of fabulous riches to be found in the Pikes Peak region led 
him to Auraria (Denver) in June, 1859. He established a connection 
with William N . Byers of The Rocky Mountain News and their friend
ship became lifelong. 

West and others soon decided that Golden City was the location 
they were looking for. In the spring of 1860, West went back to 
Boston and invested his capital in new printing equipment to be 
shipped to Golden. His first venture there, the Western Mountaineer. 
was discouraging, so he sold his presses to a newspaper in the boom 
town of Canon City. 

In 1862, George West was commissioned a captain in Colonel 
J . H. Leavenworth's 2nd Regiment, Colorado Volunteer Infantry. 
The following article deals with his military role from 1862-1865. 

In September, 1863, he married Eliza Boyd. The young bride was 
at his side for the rest of the Civil War, rendering service to the sick 
and wounded. After being mustered out in the fall of 1865, Captain 
West returned to his interrupted newspaper career. He became City 
Editor of The Rocky Mountain News, and the following year started 
the Colorado Transcript in Golden which he ran "as a family affair" 
until his death on Nov. 15, 1907. 

George West consistently refused to run for public office but par
ticipated in many activities. He prompted the establishment of the 
School of Mines at Golden, and devoted much time to organizing the 
G.A.R. Department of Colorado and Wyoming. A highlight of his 
G.A.R. work was the Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic 
held in Denver in 1897. Close to his heart was a state-supported home 
for old soldiers. He headed a campaign for the building of the Soldiers 
and Sailors Home at Home Lake. 

As a cavalryman and titled "General," he loved parades and the 
gatherings of his old cronies in Golden, Denver, and other parts of 
the country whither he went with, or without, his family, on those 
"free railroad passes," with which the railways paid for advertising! 

A clever, genial, and jovial man, beloved by all, George West 
was one of our great pioneers.-C.B. 

Captain George West, Company H, 2nd Colorado Volunteer 
Infantry, and later Company F , 2nd Colorado Cavalry, fought 
gallantly at Cabin Creek, Honey Springs, and in the campaign 
against Rebel General Sterling Price during the summer and 
autumn of 1863, in Missouri and Indian Territory. In addi
tion, he was also engaged in the continuing strife and responsi-

*l\Irs. A lexander Barbour of Den ver, Colo., is a g randd a ughter of Mr. and 
lllrs. Nathanie l P. Hill, Colorado pioneers. As a member of the Volunteers of 
the State Historical Society of Colorado l\Irs. Barbour contributed an article 
entitled, "A Yanished Neighborhood," to The Coloraclo l\Icigazine. October , 1 960. 
In this article on Quartermaster George West, prepared frmn ~ource materials 
made availab le to the Society, she has pro\·en that an intere~ting story can be 
extracted from what 1nay appear to be just a cong lornerat ion of statis ti cs.
Editor. 
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bility of handling quartermaster and ordnance sto·:e> from 
1862-1865. Although Lieut. James Burrell was appointed Quar
termaster at Camp Weld,1 Colorado, for the regiment then in 
the process of recruitment, Captain West was involved from 
July, 1862, at Denver City, and subsequently at all the forts 
in the f"eld along the march of the 2nd Colorado Infantry and 
2nd Colorado Cavalry during their more than two years of 
service, covering a distance of 2,000 miles. 

Hundreds of documents, preserved by descendants, and 
made available to the State Historical Society of Colorado, con
taining accountings, receipts, and invoices, all written in long
hand, attest to George West's conscientious record keeping. It 
was his duty to issue stores and equipment at the requests of 
the officers of the regiment and his more difficult duty to 
reclaim them or account for them at many times and places. 
Then, of the reports, all made in duplicate or triplicate, one or 
two had to be sent to Washington, D. C. 

The first entries made during October through December, 
1862, when the regiment was setting up in business at Camp 
Weld, show that on October 16, nine horses were transferred 
to Capt. George West by Capt. D. L. Handy, 2nd Colorado 
Volunteers. One cooking stove and pipe were purchased with 
recruiting funds which Captain West certifies "on his honor" 
were turned over to him by Captain Alley. In November, Capt. 
L. H. Moor turned in an invoice of carpentry tools: 2 squares, 
6 planes, 2 saws, 2 hatchets, 6 saw files , 1 chisel. By December, 
there was the added complication of cavalry demands which 
entailed ordnance stores. Sixteen saddles, 3 bridles, 2 lauriatts 
[sic] were transferred to Lieut. George H. Richardson. By 
March, 1863, the cooking stove and pipe as well as one horse 
(unserviceable) were turned over by Captain West to John C. 
Anderson, 1st Lieutenant of Cavalry. In February, 1863, John 
C. Anderson turned over to Captain West one complete "Drum 
Outfit," including the drum, a sling, a cord, a pair of drum
sticks, a drum head batter, and a drum head snare. On April 1, 
1863, Captain West reported that he found and took up in 
"quarters" at Camp Weld-"1 Drawing knife, 2 Augur bits, 1 
Bit brace, 2 Trowells [sic] 2 boxes glass, 1 Hoe, 1 Steel bar." 
These small quantities on the receipts and invoices indicate 
the humble beginnings at Camp Weld, insofar as the 2nd 
Colorado Volunteers were concerned. However, Lieut. James 
Burrell in his history of the regiment, written years later, 
declared that "at Camp Weld there was an 'arsenal of arms' 

1 Relath·e to Camp \Veld , the Rocky Mr111nt(lin Se1Cs said on October 24, 
1861: "The camp is s ituated on the south o r E'ast hank ox the P latte about two 
miles from the cente r of the city [Denver] ancl on a spread of tableland some 
thirty feet above the level of the river. Thi' .. nelo"ur e embraces about thirty 
arres . . .. The buildings, \Vhich consist of officer~· headquarters, quarters for 
~o lcliers, me!:'s r omns, guard-hou~e. ho!-ipital. et('., occupy four sides of what is 
nearly a square, and are built in the 1no"'t suh:-;tantial and comfortable man
n er . ... " T'he camp ·was named in honor of Lt•\\ is Ledyard \\ ... eld, SP ·retary of 
Colo rado T e rritory. The camp is sai1l to hB\P tu~t>n ahand oneO in 18G5. 
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bought up by Gov. Gilpin at high 
prices from all over the territory ... 
every conceivable fire arm and 
weapon that might equip or adorn 
a mountebank or a hunter; styles 
from all over the union, some dateing 
[sic] back to the Revolutionary 
War." 

By January, 1863, the regiment 
was evidently increasing in number 
as Captain West received into his 
stores at Denver City a considerable 
amount of clothing and equipage: 
"100 pr. Infantry Trowsers [sic], 50 
Sack Coats, 100 Forage caps with 
covers, 50 pr. Drawers, 50 Shirts, 50 
pr. Bootees, 15 Bed socks double, 20 
Blankets, 30 Bugles. Later came in 
18 Dress Coats, 8 Blouses and 7 Shirtz 
r sic] "-all transferred by Lieut. J . 
C. Anderson. Although the reg:ment 
was never completely mustered in, 
it was sent out of Camp Weld in de
tachments early in 1863, on the first 
stage of its long trek. By April it had 
reached Fort Lyon, Colorado Terri
tory. 

Captain West was still attending 
to his duties of issuing and receiving 
stores. On April 3, 1st Lieut. Edward 
L. Berthoud received from Captain 
West a large invoice of working 
tools, including 5 pick axes with 
handles (one broken). The preced
ing day Captain West took in from 

Capt. George West L" t G C M "11 · · f 
1862 

ieu . . . anv1 e, an inv01ce o 
actual camping equipment: Tents, 

both S ~bley and wall, tent poles and pins, knapsacks, and mess 
pans. Also came in from Captain Hall-60 knapsacks, 57 can
teens, one large camp kettle. The 2nd Colorado Volunteers 
were getting ready for the field. On this same busy day, Lieut. 
James Burrell made out his receipt for 28 Horse Blankets and 
on it pasted a written comment by George West, which re1d, 
"I certify in honor that the horse blankets specified in the 
foregoing receipt were invoiced by Capt. S. N. Moer on the 
12th day of September, 1862, as Blankets 'wollen' [sic] and 
that I turned the same over to Lieut. James Burrell as Eorse 
Blankets as per above receipt." 

Some of these invoices and receipts were on forms made 
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for the purpose. Others were on bits of paper torn from lined 
foolscap sheets. All were written in elegant script, even to 
flourishes. The signatures of the officers on the receiving end 
in most cases were in quite different handwriting so it is indi
cated that Captain West did personally this vast amount of 
paper work. The names of the officers to whom West issued 
their needs in C.C. & G.E. recur frequently: James Burrell, 
Albert Clark, F. A. Spencer, Capt. Nelson Smith, J. C. Ander
son, George H. Richardson, all of 2nd Colorado Volunteers. 
A stranger in their midst was Cyrus H. Johnson, Captain 9th 
Battery, Wisconsin Volunteers, who received at Fort Lyon, 
April 6, 1863, of Capt. George West, the following invoice of 
C.C. & G.E.-"One Bugle (without any mouthpiece)." 

Other forts besides Fort Lyon were serviced. In May, 1863, 
Nelson Smith (now a major) signed for one bugle, this one 
with cord and tassel, at Fort Blunt, Indian Territory; and 
in July, Lieut. Alex W. Robb transferred to Captain West 
"3 prs Boottees (new)" at Fort Union, N. M. 

This same meticulous checking on all United States Gov
ernment property called for affidavits when any of the stores 
were lost, stolen, or damaged. These affidavits, very formal in 
tone, were made for Captain West in many places between 
1862-1865. They usually began, "personally appeared before 
me," followed by the signature of an officer. Then came the 
account of the event. Invariably the affidavit ended with, 
"Capt. George West of 2nd Col Vols is in no way responsible 
or to blame." 

One private in Company F at Fort Larned, Kansas, ad
mitted that while he was out at muster, "l common tent and 
1 common tent pole and pins caught fire and were burned up." 
Another swore that while on the way between Fort Larned 
and Fort Lyon they had an engagement with Indians and that 
one soldier was killed and one cavalry horse was captured. 
At another time at Fort Larned two horses were stolen from 
the herd. Due diligence was taken to recover said horses, but 
without success. In Missouri, Thomas Houston (his X mark) 
testified that while on a march with the advance guard he 
encountered some bushwhackers and lost his horse to them. 
A better fate met the horse of Private William H. Kimble who 
stated that his horse threw him, got away from him, and ran 
across the plains. "All due diligence at recovery had no effect." 

A more serious loss happened to W . B. Gillespie, Sergeant 
of Company F. " . .. being in command of my company which 
was ordered with my regiment to meet the enemy under Gen. 
Price," he declared, " I left my unserviceable C.C. & G.E. at 
Independence, Mo. We were repulsed and driven back beyond 
Independence and I was compelled to leave stored at Inde
pendence said Camp and Garrison Equipage for want of trans
portation." All worn out but faithfully recorded. Even Captain 
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West h imself was not immune to these military occurrences. 
Over his own signature he certified that during the campaign 
against "the Rebel Gen. Price" he was relieved of the command 
of his company and placed in command of a battalion. Thus 
compelled to be away from his stores for many months, he 
found missing on his return and "for which loss he is not to 
blame" one Camp Kettle and 13 canteens with straps. Battle 
and sudden death were minor matters to Quartermasters! 

During the year of 1864, Captain West was transferred 
from Company H, 2nd Colorado Infantry to Company F, 2nd 
Colorado Cavalry, but he continued to issue, receive, and ac
count for the government stores at Independence, Mo., Fort 
Riley, Kansas, and Benton Barracks, Missouri, as the volunteers 
changed locations. The emphasis in the records and invoices 
now became largely equine, pertaining to taking care of the 
needs of horses and their riders. One invoice received at Benton 
Barracks included "37 Cavalry Great Coats, 27 Cavalry Hats, 
27 Eagles, 27 Cross Sabres, 27 Feathers." Very few invoices 
showed prices but it was evident that cavalry horses in good 
condition ranged in value from $125 to $160. 

Another change and probable improvement was in the 
forms supplied to Captain West by the Quartermaster General's 
Office. They were double paged and bore printed lists to be 
checked. Items ran not only up and down the page but also 
across, with columns for stores received, stores issued, and 
stores remaining on hand. Every month two copies had to be 
sent to Washington, and one retained. The retained copy, for 
some reason, Captain West still wrote in longhand. In one 
month he certified on honor that he "expended 12 steel pens, 
1 bot ink, 75 envelopes and 2 lead pencils." 

The horses required much special equipment and at every 
location the invoices covered head halters, water buckets, 
blankets, blacksmith tools, ropes, forks, shovels, and the like. 
In January, 1865, at both Forts Larned and Riley, George 
West certified that "50 lbs of horse shoes and 7 lbs horse shoe 
nails have been expended in the public service at the stations 
stated, as indicated by the marginal remarks annexted [sicl 
to them respectively." The remarks were not given. 

Only one gap in these daily, weekly, and monthly records 
occurred to bother Captain West. While he was fighting with 
his battalion near Fort Gibson, Cherokee Nation, and moving 
on t.o St. Louis, his company chest was broken into. Many 
receipts and invoices, covering the time between July 1, 1862 
and April 30, 1864, were lost or destroyed. He nevertheless, by 
some means, made out a long list of the missing articles which 
he signed: 

"Geo West Co F , 2nd Col Vols Cav 
Late Co H, 2nd Col Vols Inf" 
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Captain West knew full well that he was financially re
sponsible for all government stores and undoubtedly antici
pated the accounting at the war's end. Sure enough! A circular, 
undated, from the Second Auditor's Office of the U. S. Treasury 
Department, arrived and stated: "Officers are notified that it is 
useless to apply for a Certificate of Non Indebtedness until all 
returns of C.C. & G.E. and Ordnance Stores have been for
warded to the Quartermaster General's and Ordnance Offices 
and letters obtained acknowledging the receipt and transmittal 
of said returns to this Office." Later duplicates of all this 
had to be sent to the Second Auditor's Office with a request 
for settlement of the account. The officer must give his name, 
rank, regiment, company, address in full, also the period of 
responsibility and for what kind of property the responsibility 
was incurred. This must have been a hard and harrowing task 
for Quartermaster George West, who had been responsible 
for thousands of articles for more than two years. 

Evidently, however, the correspondence and the records 
must have proven satisfactory to the Ordnance Office, as a 
yellowed document, dated March 27, 1865, and signed by Maj. 
R. M. McGinnis was sent to Captain West, Company F , 2nd 
Colorado Cavalry at Fort Riley, Kansas. 

If one reads the fine print at the bottom of page one of 
this document he will learn that "this letter is the evidence that 
the property return referred to above has passed the adminis
trative s2rutiny of the Ordnance Bureau and has been found 
correct. It should be carefully preserved by the Receiver." 
It was. 

Charlotte A. Barbour, Denver 


