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Colorado's Black Canyon of the Gunnison certainly ranks 
among the foremost chasms of the world in terms of dimen
sions and renown. Starting at Sapinero, where the ancient pre
Cambrian rock complex first becomes evident, the Gunnison 
River has cut an ever deepening gorge to westward for a dis
tance of some fifty miles until, swinging northwest, the river 
leaves its walled confines and joins the North Fork of the 
Gunnison River in the North Fork Valley near Delta. 

The deepest and most spectacular portion of this chasm, 
a twelve-mile length, has been included within the boundary 
of the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument, 
which was established by the presidential proclamation of 
Herbert Hoover thirty y ears ago on March 2, 1933. Here the 
gorge depth ranges from 1,730 to 2,725 feet, while the width 
narrows to 1,100 feet at the rim and as little as 40 feet at the 
bottom, at the latter site the river completely inundating the 
chasm floor . The depth and narrowness of the Black Canyon 
is emphasized by the sheer, black-stained, lichen-covered, 
variegated pre-Cambrian walls and the periodic gloom that 
shrouds the depths. 

There are other canyons in the world with greater over-all 
dimensions, and some whose fame exceeds that of the Black 
Canyon. Regardless of these competitors, however, Colorado's 
Black Canyon of the Gunnison is memorable for its narrow
ness, depth, and impression of somber solitude. It is small 
wonder, then, that there developed in the past efforts to have 
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the most spectacular section of this gorge set aside as one of 
our country's national monuments. 

As early as 1901 , the scenic value of the Black Canyon was 
being publicized. F. H. Newell , Chief Hydrographer for the 
U. S. Geological Survey, told the editor of the Montrose Enter
prise in that year that the Black Canyon of the Gunnison "is 
the grandest scenery on the continent, and that something 
should be done to invite tourists and sightseers to look on 
its wonders. " Newell thought that the canyon was "unrivalled, 
even by the Grand Canon of the Colorado." 

In the late 1920's local citizens in Montrose began agitating 
to have the Black Canyon designated as a national monument, 
w ith a bridge eventually to be built to span the chasm. This 
proposed bridge, mentioned as the "highest bridge that will 
ever be built in the world," would be 1,250 feet in length and 
extend 1,950 feet above the Gunnison River. 

One of the first vocal protagonists was Douglass Lytle, a 
rancher who lived between Bostwick Park and the canyon's 
south rim . During the summer of 1928, he told the county agent, 
Har ry A. Ireland, about the existence of the spectacular gorge 
so close to Montrose and suggested that perhaps the Montrose 
Lions Club, of which Ireland was a member, could be inter
ested in constructing a "passable road." to the rim. 1 Ireland 
brought the matter to the attention of the club, which was 
interested and which set up an investigative committee com
posed of Ireland, L. J. Foster, superintendent of the Uncom
pahgre Reclamation Project, and Reverend Mark T. Warner, 
minister of the local United Presbyterian Church.2 

Soon after its appointment, this committee made a recon
naissance trip with Lytle to the canyon, getting a panoramic 
view of the countryside from Signal Hill and then proceeding 
to the rim near what later was to become known as Lions 
Spring. The men were enthusiastic about the possibilities of 
the area and heartily recommended the road-building project 
to the club. 

On March 8, 1929, the Lions Club voted to sponsor con
struction of a "scenic drive" to and along the canyon rim. The 

1 Lytle commented that "there was a canyon up there that was worth seeing 
an<l a road 'houl<l be built so people coulcl get to it ."-Montrose Daily Press, 
ca January 25, 1934 . Nat. Arch. File 2051 (RG 79), Black Canyon. 

2 A great deal of the fo llowing information on local activities relative t o the 
establishment of the monument was made a\"ailable to me by Reverend \\'arner 
in a Jetter of December 31, 1962, or came from a length~· a r ticle, "Black Canyon 
Dri\"e Is Declicaterl,"' in the September 2, 1930, issue of the Montrose Daily Press. 

Painted \\'all. Black Canyon 
Al'o called Serpent Point or Dragon Point 
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committee ran a rough survey for the proposed road, marking 
the route out with red strings hung on the brush. Work days 
for the club were designated during the summer of 1929, and 
members armed with picks, shovels, axes and pruning shears 
began the job of clearing. Reverend Warner took John Howell, 
Montrose County Commissioner, and H. T . Reno, resident state 
Highway Engineer, to the canyon in November and sold them 
on the idea of building a good county road. Later the board 
of county commissioners endorsed the project, as did the Mont
rose city commissioners, the Rotary Club, Chamber of Com
merce, and other organizations and individuals, including the 
Montrose Daily Press and especially its news editor, Warren 
F . Wilcox .3 

Work was begun on the approach road in May, 1930, the 
road right-of-way being donated by Lytle4 ; and the road was 
dedicated on September 1, 1930, a mellow autumn Labor Day, 
with a gala celebration.5 Picnickers from Montrose, Delta and 
the towns of the North Fork Valley gathered in a clearing near 
the "bridge site" for a festive feast , topped off with ice cream 
and cake ser ved by the Lions and delicious coffee brewed by 
J . H . Bantley. A canvas was erected as protection against the 
sun, with seats set up under it, and water was provided from 
a large tank chilled with several hundred pounds of ice. The 
many cars were directed to safe parking spaces by uniformed 
men of Company D [Colorado National Guard] under the 
direction of Sheriff McAnally. 

Prior to lunch visitors, even Robert Curtis on his crutches, 
took the opportunity of viewing the canyon from several van
tage points protected by hastily erected railings; and from 
their "stage" at the canyon rim Professor Loyde Hillyer and 
his fifteen band members rendered a number of selections to 
regale the audience. Mr. and Mrs. D. B. Walker were busy 
taking photographs of the scenery and festivities , and T. Stam
baugh of the American Automobile Association was gathering 
material for an article on the Black Canyon in the A.A.A. 
magazine. Shortly after one o'clock, only forty-five minutes 
after it came off the press, copies of the Montrose newspaper 

3 \\Tilcox, among other activities, contacted the man who had built the br idge 
over the Roya l Gorge, wrote Director A lbright, took in f luen t ia l a u tho r s to the 
proposen briclge ~ite, and generally booste,1 the proposed mon ument "in and out 
of season." 

• Lytle also permitted Lions Spring to be used by vis itors and even t u a ll y 
deeded to the government the land he owned within the monument a r ea. Rather 
obviously, Lions Spring was named in honor of the Montrose Lions Club a n d n ot, 
as many present-day vi~itors anticipate, after mountain lions wh ich might fre
quent the spring. 

s This celebration was de~cribed in detail in "Black Canyon Drive Ts Dedi
cated," Jllontrose Daily Press, September 2, 1930. The following account is based 
upon that article. 
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telling of the dedication, the ink barely dry, were distributed 
to the gathering. 

At 2:00 p.m. the dedicatory ceremony began, presided over 
by Harry Ireland.6 Accompanied by Gene McGregor on the 
cornet, everyone sang America; and Reverend Warner pro
nounced the Invocation. Ireland portrayed some of the early 
history of the area and called upon Sam Hartman, the oldest 
inhabitant present, to relate some of his pioneer experiences 
associated with the canyon. Then County Commissioner Howell 
spoke about his impressions of the canyon, commenting "For
tunate indeed are the people of the Uncompahgre Valley both 
now and in the future in having at their very door this beauti
ful scenery. Every effort should be made to make it more 
accessible to the general public." 

Howell went on to suggest that an approach road also be 
built to the north rim and that the Lions Club should seriously 
begin to make plans for the bridge, " ... nothing very big or 
impossible about it, if we all work together." He facetiously 
continued: 

If this is not soon done the men who pushed along the work 
and built this road this summer, with myself will come up here 
some dark night and build it for you. 

The Long Long Trail on the upper end can be improved so 
that the most of you could walk down to the bottom of the 
canyon .... And then just above us down the Lone Tree Trail 
it would be possible to build a power cog railway so that any 
of you could easily go down and stand close to the perpendicu
lar walls and be near the many cataracts and falls. 
It was then Reverend Warner's turn to address the crowd . 

He reviewed the history of the road development and ex
pressed the hope that the scenic area might eventually be set 
aside as a national park or national monument. Gus Foster 
offered a resolution on behalf of the gathering, thanking all 
who had made possible the creation of the road. And finally 
with a bottle of Lions Spring water colored with Uncompahgre 
grape juice which she hurled into the depths of the canyon, 
Bernice Warren formally christened the road: "In the name 
of the people of the State of Colorado, I break this bottle of 
wine and christen this highway the Black Canyon Scenic 
Drive." 

Reverend Warner's suggestion that this newly opened area 
be established as a national monument was not an original idea. 
In July of 1929, Warren Wilcox, Montrose Daily Press news 
editor, had called the scenic canyon to the attention of the 

6 l t was Harry Irela nd a nd \Va rn e r "·ho one m orning, soon after the county 
road had been cons tructed, went up to th e can yon and gave nam es to man y of 
t he po ints of inte rest, later h a ving s ig n s made to m a rk t hese points . Many of 
Ire la nd's a nd \ \,.arne r's na m es a re s till in use . 
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National Park Service with the hope that it might be set aside 
as a national monument. Then early in February, 1930, the 
Lions Club through Attorney John L. Bell had made a request 
of the N.P.S. that the Black Canyon be given such considera
tion, although no specific area for inclusion was recommended. 
However, at the time the Park Service did not favor establish
ment of a monument there. 

In May, 1931, the Lions Club, through Attorney L. C. 
Kinikin, again approached the Park Service with a similar 
request, this time specifying a smaller parcel for inclusion, 
most of which was public land. The Acting Director of the 
N.P.S., Arno B. Cammerer, expressed interest in the request 
and suggested the possibility that a Park Service representative 
might visit the canyon in the coming fall or winter. Actually, 
this visit was to materialize some time later. 

The monument idea gained regional impetus in January, 
1932, when the Grand Junction Lions voted to assist the Mont
rose group. During the same month national interest was 
centered on the Black Canyon by an article on the proposed 
monument and bridge which appeared in the national Lions 
Magazine. By October 20, 1932, more than 800 visitors from 
thirty-one states had ventured up to the south rim on the new 
road during the course of the year and had signed the loose-leaf 
register there. 

Among the fall visitors was Roger W. Toll, representing 
the National Park Service, who stopped in at the Daily Press 
office on October 14, and asked if Warren Wilcox would take 
him up to the canyon. Toll was very impressed by the scenery 
he encountered, and while in the Montrose area described to 
the local people the steps they should take in having the area 
made a national monument. On November 1, he submitted a 
favorable report to the National Park Service, recommending 
the creation of the national monument and suggesting that the 
proposed monument include a small area on either side of the 
canyon, as well as the canyon itself, from the Gunnison Tunnel 
river portal to Red Rock Canyon. This land had already been 
withdrawn from public use by the Reclamation Service which, 
at the moment having no further use fo r it, might be favorable 
to transferring it to the National Park Service. 

In his official report Toll commented:' 
The Black Canyon of the Gunnison is one of the most 

spectacular gorges of the United S tates. The land is available. 
Public sentiment seems to favor the establishment of a na-

1 R oger \V. T o ll , "H.eport to Horace l-1 .\ :l1ri~11t, Director, ?\T.P.S.," November 
1, 1932. N a t. Arc h . F il e 2052 (HG 79 ) . Blad< l'inyon . 
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tional reservation. The area is accessible by road. Scenically 
it seems to qualify for a national monument and is free from 
some of the complications that are found in a number of other 
proposed areas. 

Unfortunately, early in the fall, the Montrose Lions Club 
had disbanded, as a consequence of the depression. Wilcox, 
undaunted by this loss of organized support, told Reverend 
Warner of Toll's visit and challenged Warner to "push" the 
drive for creation of the monument as he had pushed the road
building project. 

This challenge Warner gladly accepted. He went directly 
to Leslie Pinkstaff, president of the Montrose Chamber of 
Commerce, told him of Toll's favorable impression, and sug
gested that "the time was ripe for pushing the national monu
ment project." Pinkstaff heartily agreed and named Warner 
a one-man committee to proceed with the project, since Warner 
was the only member of the old Lions Club committee still in 
the community. 

Warner, now representing the Montrose Chamber of Com
merce, corresponded with Toll about the proposed monument, 
and Toll, in return, outlined the proper steps which should be 
taken in presenting the project to the Park Service. Warner 
decided to prepare "packets of propaganda material" on the 
Black Canyon to be sent to influential and concerned persons, 
including Toll, Horace Albright, Director of the National Park 
Service, Colorado's United States Senators Edward P. Costigan 
and Karl C. Schuyler, and western Colorado's United States 
Representative Edward T. Taylor of Glenwood Springs. 

The county surveyor, J . E. McDaniel, helped Warner outline 
the boundaries of the proposed monument and make up a 
number of blueprint maps for the packets, based upon old 
Bureau of Reclamation maps. Dexter Walker of the Walker 
Art Studio in Montrose provided several sets of representative 
hand-colored photographs of the canyon and Warner wrote a 
descriptive brochure covering all aspects of the history, natural 
history, and scenic features of the Black Canyon .8 Finally, into 
each packet went an appropriate letter of transmittal; and the 
packets were put into the mail by Christmas of 1932. Also, on 
behalf of the Montrose Chamber of Commerce the Colorado 
congressmen were asked to take up the monument creation 

s A lb rig ht was esp ecia ll y appr eciati\·e for \\'arner's con trib ution : " I wish to 
thank you in pa rtic ular f or the manu~eript '' hil'h you cmnpi1 ed , gh•in g us in 
cons ide rable d etail , d escr ipti ve data on thi arpa." . Letter , A lbright to Warner, 
January 7, 1 933. Nat. A r ch . F il e 2051 <Hn 7UJ, lllack Can yon. 
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with the National Park Service.9 

On December 5, 1932, Albright finally approved a recom
mendation by the N.P.S. Branch of Planning, acting on Roger 
Toll's report, that the Bla~k Canyon "be tentatively approved 
as a national monument project and that the Reclamation Serv
ice be approached to ascertain their attitude on the possibility 
of this area being used as a power project."10 The Bureau of 
Reclamation replied that it would have no objection to the 
establishment of the monument if this action "would not close 
for all time any further power and reclamation development." 11 

The Park Service had received written or telephoned re
quests for action from many sources in addition to the Montrose 
Chamber of Commerce,12 including the Montrose Mayor and 
City Council, C. E. Adams, editor of the Montrose Daily Press, 
Uncompahgre Valley Water Users' Association, the Montrose 
Rotary Club, State Senator Lee Knous and Senator Schuyler, 
Senator Costigan and Representative Taylor.13 On January 20 
the Western State College Outing Club at Gunnison endorsed 
the undertaking. And the Montrose County Commissioners, 
after endorsing the monument, design::tted t"ie road to the 
south rim as a public highway. 

One state organization especially active in the monument 
movement was The Colorado Association of Denver which 
seconded the recommendation of the Montrose Chamber of 
Commerce on February 2, 1933: "It [Black Canyon] is a sight 
well worth traveling far to see, and if given the dignity and 
prominence of being named a national monument many people 
more than now will visit it."14 

Acting on behalf of the many individuals and organizations 
supporting the creation of the monument, Director Albright 
approved on January 13, a recommendation by Conrad Wirth 
that "a proposed proclamation be submitted recommending 
the establishment of the Black Canyon National Monument," 
accompanying the recommendation with a map showing the 
Black Canyon land status, reclamation withdrawals, power 

9 Sen a t or Schu ,.Je r h a d r eceived a petition f rom the M ontrose Cham ber of 
Comme rce. H e commen ted t o Albrig ht: " It a ppear s f rom th e li terature s ubmi tted 
to m e that t hi s [est a blis hment of t h e m onumentl can b e a ccomp lished a t a ver y 
lo\Y cost and t h a t it w ill ad d m ateria ll y t o t h e N ation a l Par!< Sys te m. D oubtless 
yo u h a \ e r eceivecl p h ot ograph s a n cl descri p ti\·e matte r of thi s proposerl s ite and 
I wo u1 c1 appreciate hearing fro1n you and an express ion o f your v ie,v s a s t o 
w h eth er or n o t thi s is feas ible at t hi s t ime."-L etter , Schu y le r t o Albrig ht, 
J a nua r y 10, 1 933 . Nat. A r ch. F il e 205 1 (RG 79 ) , B lack Can yon. 

10 L e t ter , 'Wirth to A lbright, .Ja nuary G, 1933 .- Ib i<l. 
11 l bi<l. 
12 " ..• We h aYe r eceived a goocl arr ay or peti t ion s a rnl lette r s f r om offic ial 

and u n official organization s in Colorad o, a ll urg ing the establishment o f t his 
mon u1nent."-Letter, A lhright to C. F.. Adarns. E ditor, J[ontr ose D aily Press., 
January 7, 1933. Kat. A rch. F il e 205 1 (HG 79), B lack Ca n yon . 

13 Letter. Wirt h to A lb rig l1t, J a nuary 6, 1933 .- Jb id. 
14 Letter, D ud ley R. Griggs, Secr etary, Colorad o Associa tion , t o Albrig ht, 

Februa r y 2, 1933.-J bicl. 
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site location, suggested boundary line, and the boundary line 
recommended by the Montrose Chamber of Commerce through 
Mark Warner. 15 

At this time the proposed boundary line was submitted to 
the United States Land Office so that a proper description for 
inclusion in the proclamation could be obtained.16 On checking 
the land status, the Land Office discovered that the proposed 
monument lay within the area subject to the Ute Indian Treaty 
of June 15, 1888. This might mean that any new disposition 
of the land under the Public Land Laws would entitle the 
Indians to a renumeration of $1.25 an acre, a provision of the 
Treaty. And if it did become necessary to reimburse the Indians 
for the land, Albright felt, then the establishment of the 
monument would require congressional action and an appro
priation, rather than just a presidential proclamation.17 

There had been an instance in which a forest preserve had 
been created on Indian land, and subsequently the Indians had 
to be reimbursed under treaty provisions. However, Taylor 
rationalized that forest reserves were a source of commercial 
return to the government, whereas a monument involved "no 
return to the Government and it is set aside for the benefit of 
the citizens of the United States, including the Indians."18 

Thus, in Taylor's interpretation "the Indians would have no 
claim against the Government for this area," under the cir
cumstances. 

With respect to the possible impasse, Conrad Wirth of the 
National Park Service commented "personally, it looks to me 
as if the legal interpretation of the Treaty as it affects the 
·establishment of the proposed national monument should be 
decided by the Solicitor,"19 while Moskey, also of the Park 
Service, noted pessimistically " . . . I see no way out. I believe 
the forest decision equally applicable to the inclusions of these 
lands in a monument."20 Taylor remained firm in his opinion 
that the proclamation should be prepared: " . .. It is not our 
business nor the Secretary's business to anticipate the court's 
decision. If the area were established and it w as contested by 
the Indians, it would be up t o the Court of Appeals to render 
a decision. If the decision w ent against the Government, it 

ts L ett e r , 'Wirt h t o A lb right, January 6, 1!133, a miroved by A lb right, Jan uary 
13 .- Ib i d. 

16 L e t ter·, \Virth to A lbr ight, Februar·y 10, 1933.-Ide m. 
17 L e tte r , Albrig h t t o Sc huyle r , .Janua r y ~1;, 1!133.- Ibicl. 
18 L e tte r , '.Virt h t o Albr ig·ht, Febru ary ~ 1 !133.-Tbifl . 
10 L e tter, \Virth to A l b r ight, Februa r ) 1 n, 1 !1:13 Ibid . 
20 Ib i d . 
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would then be up to [Taylor's] committee to set up a policy 
to pay for the land."21 

Wirth and Moskey took the Indian treaty matter up with 
Albright on February 6, and he felt the only thing to do was 
proceed with the proclamation, transmitting it through the 
Indian Service as well as the United States Land Office. Brooks 
of the Park Service was detailed to prepare the proclamation, 
together with a letter of transmittal to President Hoover, while 
Conrad Wirth wrote a letter to the Indian Service explaining 
"our contacts" and the effect this move might have with 
respect to the Ute Indian Treaty."22 Wirth also made a special 
study of the Indian lands problem and on February 10 provided 
Albright with a three and one-half page report which pointed 
out all the inherent difficulties.23 

Before the proclamation could be presented to the President, 
it had to have the approval of the Secretary of the Interior 
Ray Lyman Wilbur. Hence, on February 17, Albright discussed 
the matter with the Secretary, expressing his own opinion and 
informing him that Representative Taylor recommended the 
monument's establishment by proclamation "regardless of the 
possibility of imposing an obligation on the Government by so 
doing."24 Albright noted that whether or not the government 
would be obligated for $1.25 an acre was really a matter for 
Congress and the Federal courts to decide. 

The Secretary, after careful review and strongly influenced 
by the Indian lands situation, finally concluded, however, that 
he "did not see how he could recommend it to the President 
for establishment by proclamation."25 Reluctantly, Arno Cam
merer (N. P. S.) on February 20, wrote Taylor that "it is 
apparent that the Secretary wishes to adhere to this decision, 
and there is nothing we can do to further this proposed monu
ment at this time."26 

Representative Taylor, fortunately, remained undaunted. 
When Wirth visited him the following day, Taylor suggested 
that the Park Service go ahead and set aside the proposed 
monument area, despite the Secretary's disapproval, while he 
would introduce legislation into Congress, authorizing the 
monument's establishment and payment of $1.25 per acre to 
the Indians for the 17,019-acre tract, keeping the bill before 

2 1 Letter , ·wirth to Albrig ht, F ebrua r y 2, 1933 .- Ib i cl. 
22 L ett e r , vV irth to B roo k s, F e bruar y 6, 1933 .- Ibid. 
23 A lbright m t m o r a n d um: "Histor y of t h e Est ab li, hme nt o f the Black Canyo n 

of t h e G unnison Nat io n a l Monume n t," M a r ch l , 193 3. This r e presents a g ood 
sum m a r y of the his t o r y.- I bi<I. 

24 Ib id . 
2s L e tte r , Cammer e r to T aylo r , F ebruary 20, 1~ 33 .-Ibicl. 
2• Ibid . 
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Congress until it was passed.27 Taylor also discussed the matter 
with Commissioner Rhoads and Assistant Commissioner Scat
tergood of the Indian Service, and they agreed not to oppose 
the proclamation. 

Then suddenly the Secretary of the Interior changed his 
mind and offered to transmit the proposal for the establishment 
of Black Canyon National Monument, and one extending the 
boundaries of Colorado National Monument, to the President 
as soon as the proposals were drawn up.28 This new develop
ment caught Taylor by surprise. He had at long last decided 
to give up the immediate fight, planning instead to reintroduce 
the matter into the next session of Congress and before a new 
Secretary of the Interior. 

The Park Service immediately completed the two procla
mations and took them to the Indian Service for approval. That 
agency, however, did not feel its endorsement necessary, inas
much as the lands concerned were actually under the jurisdic
tion of Congress. The Land Office reacted in the same manner, 
declining to initial the proclamations but not opposing them. 
This latter agency stated to the National Park Service that 
"the President had the right to sign such a proclamation al
though by so doing he would obligate the Government to the 
payment of $1.25 per acre."29 

The Black Canyon National Monument proclamation and 
letter of transmittal were then delivered by Mr. Burlew to 
Secretary of the Interior Wilbur, who signed the letter on 
February 28, and sent the two documents on to the President. 30 

On March 2, President Hoover endorsed the following proc
lamation setting aside the most spectacular portion of the 
Black Canyon as a new Colorado national monument, "the last 
executive order he will issue affecting that state."31 

Whereas it appears that the public interest would be pro
moted by including the lands hereinafter described within a 
national monument for the preservation of the spectacular 
gorges and additional features of scenic, scientific and educa
tional interest; 

Now, therefore, I, Herbert Hoover, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of power in me vested by Sec. 2 
of the act of Congress entitled "An Act For the preservation 
of American antiquities" approved June 8, 1906 [34 Stat. 225] , 
do proclaim and establish the Black Canyon of the Gunnison 
National Monument and that subject to all valid existing 
rights, the following described lands in Colorado, and same are 

21 Albright memorandum, op. cit. 
2s Ibid. 
29 I bid. 
"'Ibid: a lso, Letter, Lawrence Richey to Wilbur, ~larch 2, 1933. Nat. Arch. 

File 2051 (RG 79), B lack Canyon. 
"'Denver Post, March 3, 1933. 
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hereby included within the said national monument: 
[follows a detailing of the included lands] 

Warning is hereby expressly given to all unauthorized 
persons not to appropriate, injure, destroy, or remove any 
feature of this monument and not to locate or settle upon any 
of the land thereof. 

The Director of the National Park Service, under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, shall have the super
vision, management, and control of this monument as provided 
in the act of Congress entitled "An Act To establish a Nat10nal 
Park Service, and for other purposes", approved August 25 , 
1916 [39 Stat. 535], and acts additional thereto or amendatory 
thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this 2nd day of March, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-three, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and fifty-seventh . 

Hoover's signature pen was sent to Representative Taylor 
who, in turn, presented it to the Montrose Chamber of Com
merce through Mark Warner.32 

As soon as Taylor heard the good news, he hastened to tele
graph Charles Adams in Montrose: 33 

After three days' conferences with secretary of the interior, 
director of national park service, commissioner of Indian af
fairs, and commissioner of general land office, President 
Hoover today signed the proclamation creating Black Canyon 
National Monument and also an executive order making the 
addition I requested to the Colorado National Monument. 
Kindly advise Rev. Warner. 

32 The Je tter of trans mitta l, signed by Lawrence Richey, Secret3:ry to ~he 
President and dated March 2 r ead as fo llows: "I have the pleasure in sending 
you h erewith the pen u sed b); the President today in si~ning the proclamatio;! 
establis hing the B lack Can yo n of the Gunnison National Monument in Colorado. 
Taylor kept the o rig ina l Jetter of transmittal and sent Warner a copy.-Letter, 
Warner to B eidl eman, December 31, 1962. 

Reverend Warner called to my attention an interesting sidelight on Taylor, 
who worked so tirelessly for the establishment of the Monument. As a hobby 
Tay lor collected gavels, especially ones made of native materi,als fr?m proj':'cts 
he had supported in the \'\'est. \Vhen he called this hobby to V\ arner s attention, 
Warner took the matter up with Leslie SaYag·e, a banker of Cra~·ford, who, 
r epresenting the communities of the North Fork Valley, had worked "·i.th VI arner 
in promoting th e B lack Canyon ; anrl they decided to present Taylor with a gavel 
made from mater ial s collected \\"ithin the new Monument. 

On December 30, 1938, Savage sent out three men, vVes Ericlrnon , .C laren ce 
Drexal a n d J ohn Lynch, w ith a team a nd sled to search th e North Rim .for a 
wood sample s uitab le for the head. They spent all clay in the se3:rch, finally 
r e turning late evening w ith two specimens of juniper and one of pinon. Mean
while, on January 5, ReYerend \\'arner and D. B. \Yalker went up .to the South 
Rim, covering the last few mi les by ski, to collect samples of mountain mahogany, 
ser viceberry a nd Gambers oak and some pieces of granite. \Yes Enckson !Jf 
Paonia actu'ally made the gavel, using a juniper head, a handle of mountain 
mahogany and some polished stones and chunks of pinl< and gra~· granite orna
m enting the head and encl of the handle. The George J. De\"inny jewelry st~re 
of Montrose added inscribed s il ve r bands, not made of Blacl< Canyon material 
but n everthe less r ep resentative of Colorado. 

When finally completed, this ornate gan•l was sent to Senator Eel Johnson 
who presented it to T ay lor on behalf of the :llontrose Chamber of Commerce ":ncl 
the Consolidated Chamber of Commerce of ti><' :\'orth Fork \"alley at a ,meeting 
of the Colorado State Society of \\"ashingt .. n on :llareh 17, 1939, at the \\ ardman 
Park Hotel. 

33 This telegram was cited in the ]Jrintrosr IJaily Press of :\larch 2, 1933. 
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After reading the telegram, Adams immediately phoned 
Warner, asking him to come to the Daily Press office.34 Warner, 
of course, was delighted by the news. The two men stepped out 
of the office into the street, where they shared the good 
fortune with a growing crowd of businessmen who were con
gregating to see what all the excitement was about. During 
the exchange, Reverend Warner pointed out a dome-shaped 
hill in the distance, rising above the canyon's south rim, and 
noted that it was his favorite vantage point in the newly 
created monument. When Warner "had finished lauding the 
merits of that particular bump on the canyon rim, Mr. Adams 
with a big grin clapped his hands together and said, 'By jolly, 
we'll call that hill Warner Point.'" 

Within a month the Montrose Chamber of Commerce, in
debted to Warner for his active role in promoting the estab
lishment of the monument, recommended to Director Albright 
that if a custodian were to be appointed for the new monument 
it be Mark Warner.35 The Park Service replied that at the 
moment no custodial services, either part-time or full-time, 
were anticipated. 

Warner and his colleagues, however, were not to be for
gotten by the local citizens. On Friday evening, January 26, 
1934, the Montrose Chamber of Commerce held its annual meet
ing and banquet.36 Towards the end of the evening's program, 
President Hauser casually called upon Attorney Paul Littler 
to say a few words about the creation of Black Canyon National 
Monument as "one of the big things of the community the past 
year." Littler sketched the history of the establishment, includ
ing the diligent endeavors of Lytle, Wilcox, and Warner. Then 
he asked these three men, much to their surprise, to come 
forward, and presented each with "one of those Walker Art 
Studio's beautifully enlarged photographs of the Black Canyon, 
hand colored and beautifully framed, 22 x 27 inches." On the 
back was a list of the 72 business firms and individuals who 
had cooperated in financing the purchase of the pictures. 

Warner, "being the more accustomed to speech-making be
fore the large audiences conveyed to the meeting the sincere 
thanks and appreciation of the three, saying that it had been 
a pleasure to have performed any service on behalf of the 

34 Letter, V\'arner to Beid leman, December 31, 1962. The following account 
was related by Warner. 

"'Letter, X. M. Fleming, Secretary, Montrose Chamber of Commer ce to 
Albright, April 5, 1933. Nat. Arch. F il e 2051 (RG 79), Black Canyon. ' 

36 The account of this a nnua l meeting a nd ban quet was published in the 
JJiontrose D<tily Press about January 25, 1934. A copy of the article is in Nat. 
A r ch. File 2051(RG79), B lack Can yon. 
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monument that had been done.37 The other two endeavored 
to stammer their appreciation but were well nigh speechless 
from the surprise."38 

So it was that three decades ago this spring Colorado's 
Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument came into 
being. Since then the many physical improvements, especially 
the new, paved south rim road, and the spreading fame of the 
monument have encouraged increasing numbers of tourists and 
local sightseers to visit this recreational area. In accordance 
with National Park Service policy, no bridge has ever been 
built to span the gorge; nor has any superhighway or main
tained trail penetrated its depths. As a consequence, Black 
Canyon remains today as one of the great wilderness chasms 
of the world. 

37 Ibid. 
38 Inc identally, after the monument had been created, \Varner, together with 

J. E. McDaniel and Russe ll E. I-Jauser, \Yere designated by the Montrose Chamber 
of Commerce as the "Black Canyon Committee of the Chamber of Commerce" ; 
and this committee "\\·orkecl together directing a nd promoting eYery interest 
pertaining to the later development of the monument'' up to 1940, when \\'arner 
left for military service. After the war he r esumed his position on this committee 
until moving to Denver six years ago. 

"The NatTiH\' S'' W fl n-cr Art Studio 
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Through the Canyon 
By Mark T. Warner 

About July 1, 1934, Robert 0. Davis, topographer of the 
United States Geological Survey, arrived in Montrose, Colo
rado, to make an official survey of that portion of the Black 
Canyon lying within the bounds of the newly-created Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument. 

In organizing a party, he invited Reverend Mark Warner 
and D. B. Walker, photographer of the Walker Art Studio, to 
acompany him on a five-day trip through the canyon. They 
readily accepted. Glen Fleming was chosen as a general service 
man, and the two Kane brothers, Henry and Charles, were 
employed as "top men" to help transport equipment and provi
sions into and out of the canyon. Two rodmen, Palmer Bowen 
and Robert Eykyn, completed the party. 

Later, in writing of this thrilling experience, Reverend 
Warner said in an article published in The Montrose Daily 
Press, October 1, 1934: 

The Black Canyon of the Gunnison has always held a strange 
fascination for those who had the privilege of peering into its 
awful depths and with the eye following the course of the roaring 
Gunnison River as it tumbles and foams and dashes its way over 
and among great boulders to be found all along the narrow river 
bed at the base of the precipitous canyon walls. But this fascination 
and the thrill of the Black Canyon is greatly intensified for those 
who are privileged to traverse the rough river bed, and view the 
rugged canyon walls from below. There are hundreds of pinnacles, 
towers and other peculiar rock formations which may be seen 
projecting into the sky as one follows along the bottom of the 
canyon but which cannot be distinguished at all from either canyon 
rim as they blend into the colored granite walls. One will never 
have seen the Black Canyon in its more majestic and thrilling 
aspects until he sees it from the bottom .... 

It was necessary for Mr. Davis and party of the Geological 
Survey to make this trip through the Black Canyon in order to 
obtain the necessary data for making an accurate topographic map. 
Up to the time of making this official survey, very little accurate 
information was available concerning the canyon as regards depth, 
width and other pertinent facts necessary for the proper apprecia
tion of this stupendous gorge. The survey authorized by the 
Denver and Rio Grande railroad and made by Byron H. Bryant 
and party during the winter of 1882-83 furnished much interesting 
information relative to the Black Canyon as did the exploring 
parties of Prof. A. L. Fellows and Mr. W. W. Torrence in the 
summer of 19011 who traversed the river bed of the canyon in the 
interest of the Gunnison tunnel that was being proposed at that 
time. This information, while very interesting and valuable be
cause it represents the difficult, pioneering work along this line, 
will now be supplemented by a large volume of accurate data 
obtained by Mr. Davis in his recent survey . 

. . . Soon after the arrival of Mr. Davis in Montrose, about July 

I See: Richard G. Beidleman, ·~The Gitnnison River Divm·sion Project." The 
Colorculo lllagcizine. Vol. XXXVI, ~o . 3 (.July, 1959), 187-201; ibicl., No. 4 
(October, 1959), 266-285. 
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1, 1934, he came to visit me telling of his mission and work he had 
come to do in connection with mapping the Black canyon of the 
Gunnison National monument. He with Mrs. Davis had come 
here from the Carlsbad Caverns National park, where he had 
been engaged in similar work. Of course I am always glad to 
furnish information to anyone interested in our national monu
ment, especially if interested in the development of the park, and 
so after a reconnaissance trip to the monument looking over roads, 
triangulation points and other matters of interest, Mr. Davis began 
his work. 

In a few days we met again to make plans for the proposed 
exploration and survey of the canyon. Mr. D. B. Walker, photog
rapher of Walker Art Studio, and I had talked at various times 
of making a trip thru the canyon but no definite plans had been 
made, so when invited by Mr. Davis to accompany the Geological 
survey party on its expedition this seemed a very satisfactory 
arrangement as the larger group would in many ways prove an 
a dvantage .. .. 

In making our plans for the trip we consulted all available 
information in an effort to ascertain just what we might be 
expected to encounter by way of danger and hardship, and what 
equipment and pr ovisions would best serve our needs·. Many fas
cinating stories have been told and written concerning the ex
periences of men , who in other years had ventured to match their 
courage and endurance with the treacherous waters of the Gunni
son, but we were not alarmed at those stories. We knew that when 
their explorations were carried on, all the water of the river was 
flowing entirely thru the narrow Black canyon as there was no 
Gunnison tunnel at that time, while in our case we did not expect 
to contend with a great deal of water as most of the water was at 
the time of our trip being diverted thru the tunnel for irrigation 
purposes in the valley. Still it was a problem to decide just what to 
take to be sure that we had all that we actually needed and yet 
not be encumbered with unnecessary luggage. So we made our 
selection largely thru the process of elimination . 

. . . Ordinarily I do a great deal of culinary work in camp, but 
on this trip I was charged with the responsibility of providing trout 
each day for the camp menu. However, I would have accomplished 
more as a cook, for as a trout fisherman I proved a total failure, 
catching just one trout thruout the canyon trip. The others who 
fished met with the same results. We had nothing by way of bait 
or lure in which they were interested. After the evening meal we 
sat around our campfire until the embers died out, then retired 
to our downy beds on our sand mattresses to await sleep which was 
never long in coming after a day of hard work climbing over 
granite boulders of all sizes. Really a sandbar mattress can be 
made most comfortable. It can be adjusted to conform perfectly 
to the particular size and shape of any individual. If you want a 
pillow of any certain proportions, all that is necessary is to heap 
the sand under the head of your blanket to the desired dimensions. 
If you awaken in the night with a cramp in any part of the body, 
one only needs to reach under the blanket and either pile up the 
sand or take it away until the affected spot on the body is com
fortable .... 

. . . I have slept out in the open beneath the stars upon many 
occasions and in many places, but never in a more elaborately 
ornamented bedroom than with the spires, pinnacles and towers 
of the canyon rim almost completely surrounding us and it was 
a rare privilege we enjoyed of lying on our sandbar bed and 
w atching the morning sun illuminate these various points as it 
slowly flooded the canyon with its descending rays. And this was 
an experience that we enjoyed every morning-an experience that 
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one cannot have except in the depth of a rugged canyon like the 
Black Canyon .... 

. . . We were up early Wednesday morning [the third day] 
and soon making preparations for a hard day. After morning 
camp duties were all finished one of the rodmen swam thru "the 
Narrows" for a level reading. We had previously decided to 
measure the canyon at this point so Davis and Fleming, each 
holding the end of a string swam to the narrow portion of the 
gorge, Davis taking the north way with the current. When each 
reached their respective sides of the canyon, they tightened their 
string and holding their marks swam back to shore. Upon measur
ing the marked string we found the canyon at "The Narrows" 
to be just 40 feet wide. It is the narrowest place in the entire 
Black Canyon and thru this narrow gorge the mighty Gunnison 
pours its turbulent waters. The canyon at this point is 1725 feet 
deep. Every member of our party decided that this portion of the 
Black Canyon for about one and one-half miles each way from 
"the Narrows" is by far the most fascinating and thrilling of any 
part, and from the bottom is much more magnificent and impres
sive than from the top . 

. . . We were rather slow in getting started on Thursday, the 
fourth morning as we were tired and worn from the hard day 
before altho we traveled only 1.3 miles. Leaving on the right or 
north side of the river we only went 200 yards until we had to 
cross to the south side. This crossing was effected by means of 
using ropes over large boulders forming a natural bridge. The 
water runs under and among the large rocks at this point practi
cally disappearing from view. Some very interesting potholes were 
discovered in some of the rocks of this natural bridge and these, 
together with the natural bridge can be seen from the Bridge site 
on both canyon rims looking down the river. This crossing was 
rather dangerous and difficult as in one instance there was a sheer 
drop of some ten feet to a small round boulder below with a deep 
and swiftly moving current of water running by. A few yards 
below we had to cross the river to the north side, this crossing 
being accomplished with the aid of our ropes. This was our last 
difficult crossing as the river widens at this point, and the boulders 
are not so large, or at least the large ones are not nearly so numer
ous. Near the last rock crossing we came upon a small waterfall 
of several feet drop and under a large rock was a cave-like hole 
filled with mist from the falls and stepping into this was like 
stepping into a real refrigerator. Beginning at the East Portal of 
the tunnel, for the first two miles the river drops 40 feet per mile. 
In the third mile the drop is 75 feet; fourth, 55; fifth, 110; sixth, 
200; seventh, 260; eighth, 140; with a 70 foot drop in 700 feet; 
ninth, 50; tenth, 40; eleventh, 40 ; twelfth, 50. 

The following depths are given covering some of the better 
known points of interest. Depth of canyon at East Portal, 1880 
feet. East Portal triangulation station, 1,850 feet. About 1.7 miles 
below this station the depth is 1920 feet. Rock point as seen up
stream from Pulpit rock, 1820. Pulpit rock 1770 feet. The Narrows, 
1725 on south rim and 1718 on north rim. At the Bridge site the 
canyon is 1830 feet deep from the south rim. At High point about 
one mile below the Bridge site the canyon is 2300 feet in depth, 
and at the hill on the rim overlooking Main street, Montrose, the 
canyon is 2730 feet deep. As a result of the splendid and careful 
work of Mr. Davis along with that of other parties and members 
of the U. S. Geological survey, we are now in a position to give 
authentic information regarding depth, width and other interesting 
features of the Black Canyon within the boundaries of the national 
monument. 
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Since coming to Colorado from Southeastern Minnesota 
nearly three years ago, I have been much interested by the 
numerous articles that have appeared in various state news
papers and magazines describing the early exploits of one 
Father John L. Dyer, early Methodist circuit rider and mis
sionary, in the mining areas of this state. 

My interest stems from the fact that about three miles from 
my farm home which was situated about forty-five miles south 
and east of Rochester, Minnesota, lies a little and almost for
gotten town known as Lenora. This town contains only a 
couple of farmsteads, a few houses, all occupied, an old store 
building, now closed, a town hall, used occasionally, a school 
house, now closed, and an old stone church. 

It is the church building and the town and its recorded 
history that have caused my interest in the history of Father 
Dyer since I came to Colorado. The historical records of the 
facts pertaining to the early settlement of Lenora should be 
of considerable interest to Colorado historians. The projector 
of the town site, Lenora, was Rev. John L. Dyer, who in 1856, 
set aside the southwest forty acres of a quarter section of land 
that he owned, in Section 2, Tp. 101, Range 9, Fillmore County, 
Minnesota, and proposed to sell lots with the proceeds going 
to the building of a Methodist church at the townsite. The 
building was to be of stone and in the basement there was to 
be a school or academy which was to be denominational in its 
teachings. 

In the winter of 1856 and 1857 stone was hauled for the 
building and work commenced. The walls were nearly up 
when the panic of 1857 struck the enterprise and construction 
was halted. 

Later, the present and smaller church was built inside the 
walls of the half completed edifice. This building was used 
regularly for religious services until about 1910. During a 
period of about fifteen years the building was allowed to stand 
idle and to fall into a bad state of repair. In the early 1920's 
a group of interested people who knew the early history of the 
edifice, took it upon themselves to place the building in an 
excellent state of repair . From that time on church services, of 
a more or less nondenominational character, were held here 

*Mr. John H . Zilch of Harmony, Minnesota, visited the State His
torian's office recently and presented this exceedingly interesting ac
count of the little church founded by Rev. John L . Dyer.-Editor. 
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once a year. Then during the Minnesota Centennial year of 
1958 the religious part of the Fillmore County centennial events 
was held at the Old Stone Church at Lenora, with Dr. C. M. 
Granskou, President of St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota, 
giving the sermon. 

It was not until August 5, 1962, that formal recognition was 
given to the memory of Reverend Dyer, his early works and 
the landmark he started. On that day, in a fitting ceremony, 
the Minnesota Conference, of the Methodist church, affixed a 
plaque to the old stone building which read: 

LENORA METHODIST CHURCH 

OLDEST CHURCH IN FILLMORE COUNTY 

Started 1856 - Completed in 1865 

In Memory of 

Rev. John L. Dyer 
First Pastor and other Pioneer 

Church Members of Southern Minnesota 

Fillmore County, Minnesota, history records the following: 
"Rev. John Dyer, rough, uncouth, eccentric, was one of the 
noblest soldiers of the cross who ever set foot in Fillmore 
County. He labored in the vicinity for six years. Undaunted by 
hardships, this valiant Christian, wearing a dilapidated plug 
hat, presenting with gaunt, strong, rugged physique, a strange 
picture on his raw-boned horse, rode his circuits enduring 
untold hardships and deprivations, serving his people wherever 
he found them. When he came to Minnesota he had $1,600.00, 
but in going security for the notes in the upbuilding of the 
church and of the Lenora village, he lost it all." 

On May 9, 1861, he left Lenora for the West. His money and 
his health were gone and his sight was practically destroyed. 
His alleged creditors had taken his all, even his personal effects, 
leaving him a horse with a saddle and bridle and a carpet bag 
which contained a Bible, a hymn book, a copy of his church 
discipline, a copy of Loraine's Sea Sermons, a change of linen 
and $14.75 in gold. 

Certainly no prophet seeing this quaint figure disappearing 
westward could have foretold that his devotions to the miners 
of Colorado could cause his name to be enshrined in marble 
along with the names of other pioneer notables in the state 
capitol at Denver. 
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Fidelia James Pitkin, c. 1 ~62. 
Taken from a miniature. 

Cour tesy of Amy Pitkin Stearns (Mm. Hobert L. ~.'Hearns), granddaughter 
of GoYernor ancl :Mrs. F. \V. Pitkin 

First Ladies of Colorado
Fidelia James Pitkin 

(Governor Frederick Walker Pitkin, 1879-1883) 

By Helen Cannon* 
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This article on Fidelia James Pitkin, grandmother of Mrs. Robert 
L . Stearns, is the seventh in a series of articles on First Ladies of 
Colorado, being written by Miss Helen Cannon, Associate Professor 
of Home Economics, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado. 

In its April, 1963, issue, The Colorado Alumnus featured Miss 
Cannon and this series. It said : "She became interested in the project 
in the spring of 1960. It began as a study of the costumes of the first 
ladies of Colorado. Her plan w as to pa ttern a booklet after the one 
published by the Smithsonian Institution entitled, Dresses of the First 
Ladies of the White Hou se. This book contains a colored plate of a 
dress, the description of it, a portrait of the first lady and a brief 
b iographical sketch. It soon became apparent that the task would be 
difficul t to find a complete and usable dress of each lady." 

Miss Cannon changed her plan and decided to write the biographies 
of the f irst ladies of Colorado in as complete form as possible. She 
h as carried on voluminous correspondence with relatives, libraries, 
historical societies, and elsewhere. She has studied church and ceme
ter y records, checked court house records, and has taken many trips 
to obtain accurate information. With thirty more ladies, including 
Mrs. John Love, to be investiga ted, Miss Cannon says, " It looks like 
the project w ill be a lifetime one. "-Editor. 

Fidelia Maria James, the wife of Colorado's second state 
governor, Frederick Walker Pitkin, was born on November 20, 
1839, in New York City. She and her older brother, Robert 
Henry, were the only survivors of the five children of John 
and Margaret Creagh James. Her father, John James, was born 
in Curkish, County Cavan, Ireland, and came to America at 
the age of twenty-three with his older brother, William James. 
They arrived in New York City on September 18, 1816, after 
a fifty-two day voyage from the old country, and soon estab
lished the firm of William & John James, Merchants, at 18 
South Street, under the patronage of their uncle , William 
James, of Albany, New York, who had likewise emigrated from 
Curkish, County Cavan, Ireland, in 1793.1 Sometime before 
1827, probably in New York City, John James married Margaret 
Creagh who was also born in Ireland in 1806. 

About 1845, the John James branch of the family moved to 
Lockport, New York, then a thriving village located on the 
recently opened Erie Canal, a project in which "Patroon" Uncle 
William James was actively interested. Here Fidelia lived 
th roughout her girlhood at 157 High Street in a stately red brick 

*Copyright by Helen Cannon , J 963. 
1 This \Villiam .James ( 1771-1832) was the gran dfather of the A m e rican 

psychologist and phi losopher, William James (1842-1910) , a n d h is brother , Henry 
James (1843-1916), the novelist. 
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house surrounded by a large yard. She had a good education 
for those days which probably ended in a finishing school 
equivalent to our present-day high school. This education also 
included instruction in the doctrine of Calvinism as practiced 
by the Presbyterian faith. So well were these tenets taught 
that they became an integral part of her philosophy which she 
never abandoned, though later in life she accepted Methodism. 
Among her cherished memories of this girlhood spent in Lock
port was that of the love and friendship of her Irish nurse, 
Ellen Murphy, who seems to have been endowed with wit, 
imagination, charm, and great loyalty. 

Neither family records nor recollections reveal when Fidelia 
James met the Connecticut-born Frederick Walker Pitkin, the 
son of Eli and Hannah Torrey Pitkin of Manchester, Connecti
cut, and a descendant of the colonial governor of Connecticut 
(1766-1769), William Pitkin. It is known that Fidelia was well 
acquainted with her noted second cousins and contemporaries, 
William James, the philosopher and psychologist, and Henry 
James, the novelist, of Albany, New York, for in later life she 
always referred to them as the "James Boys." So, it might be 
safe to wager that she met Frederick Pitkin through her Albany 
relatives while he was studying law at the Albany Law School 
during the academic year of 1858-1859, after having graduated 
from Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut, in 1858. 
They were married in Lockport, New York, on June 17, 1862, 
by Reverend William C. Wisner of the First Presbyterian 
Church.2 At the time of their marriage Frederick was living 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and was a law partner in the firm 
of Palmer, Hooker, and Pitkin. Their four children were born 
in Milwaukee, only two of whom survived: Robert James (born 
May 30, 1864) and Florence Terry (born October 19, 1872) . 

Destiny in the fall of 1872 took what appeared to be a cruel 
turn for the young Pitkin family. Because of his health, follow
ing a serious illness with tuberculosis, Frederick was forced to 
withdraw from his law firm. Life during the next six years 
was a series of hotels, boarding-houses and even camps, as they 
moved from place to place seeking to improve his health. They 
.spent the winter of 1873 in Georgia. Then Frederick, leaving 
his family behind, spent the following spring and summer in 
Lucerne, Switzerland. Deriving no benefit from this change, 
and on recommendation of his Swiss doctor , he decided to 
return to the States and try the climate of the Colorado moun
tains. However on arrival in the States, too ill to make the long 

2 N ·iagara I n t e lligencer, Lockport • -.'" Y irk June 25, 1862. 
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tedious trip across the plains and risk the rugged mountain 
life, he spent the winter of 1873-1874 in Florida with his family. 
Finally in the summer of 1874, the Pitkins reached Colorado, 
settling first at Pueblo, a potential industrial town of about 
3,000 inhabitants located on the newly-completed line of the 
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad. Even while living in Pueblo, 
they spent the summer months in the high San Juan mountains 
at Ouray, Colorado, a mining settlement opened in July, 1875; 

IA bra r y, S. II. S .C. 
G oYernor Fre de rick vValker Pitkin 

and finally in the summer of 1877, they moved to Ouray, built 
a log house, and Frederick entered the cattle and mining busi
nesses as well as pursuing his legal profession. 

By the summer of 1878, Frederick had sufficiently recovered 
his health and made such a favorable impression on the citizens 
of southwest Colorado that he was nominated for governor on 
the Republican ticket. The campaign of that year was fought 
on the slogan, "Pilgrim versus Pioneer."3 Frederick Walker 

3 Rocky JI 011ntain l\"cics, Den ver , Color ado, A ugust 9, 1878, p. 2, c. 2. 
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Pitkin, the Pilgrim, defeated the powerfully entrenched Demo
cratic "Fifty-Niner," William A. H. Loveland. He served two 
terms as governor from 1879-1883. During his first term, the 
two-year-old state was confronted with an unusual number of 
perplexing problems, including: the railroad war in the summer 
of 1879 between the Denver & Rio Grande and the Santa Fe 
for the right-of-way through the Royal Gorge; the uprising 
in September of that same year of the Ute Indians at the White 
River Agency, historically called "the Meeker Massacre"; and 
the Leadville strike in the spring of 1880 of the silver miners 
in which martial law was declared. These problems adroitly 
handled, he sought and won the governorship for another term 
on the slogan, "The Utes Must Go."4 This campaign promise 
was fulfilled by the removal of the Utes to the Uintah reserva
tion in eastern Utah in the summer of 1881 , opening a large 
tract of land on the western slope for settlement. 

In spite of what the medical profession called an almost 
miraculous recovery from his illness, Governor Pitkin was not 
a strong man physically, and the family continued throughout 
his four years in office the practice of camping-out in the 
higher mountains during the summer months. Both official 
and personal entertainment was curtailed and simple, and 
since they occupied temporary residences, much of it was done 
in the local hotels. Mrs. Pitkin likewise participated in a limited 
number of clubs and organizations, including the Denver 
Orphans' Home Association.5 She was an excellent pianist and 
often performed in public. Both they and the children were 
active members of the Lawrence Street Methodist Church 
which later became Trinity Methodist Church. Governor and 
Mrs. Pitkin were received into the church by letter on Novem
ber 29, 1874, and she remained a member until 1920 except for 
a brief period while living in Pueblo. At the expiration of the 
Governor's second term of office, the family went back to 
Pueblo to live. Here, three years later, on December 18, 1886, 
the Governor died at the age of forty-nine . 

Mrs. Pitkin returned to Denver t o live at the time of the 
marriage of their daughter, Florence, on April 16, 1891 , to Earl 
Montgomery Cranston (1863-1933) , an attorney in the law 
firm of Cranston, Pitkin, and Moore, and a son of the eminent 
Methodist bishop, Earl Cranston (1840-1932) . She lived in their 
home at 901 Emerson Street6 from that date until she moved 
with them to Escondido, California, in the summer of 1920. 

4 H 'istor y of the C-ity of D en ver a n ti Colorculo, 0. L . Baskin & C o., Ch ica g o, 
188 1, p p . 540- 542. 

s The na m e was ch a n ged to Th e D e nn:•t ( ~11u.Jrt>n·s Home Ass ociation in 196 2. 
6 The re m ode led ho u:~~e s till s tand s at 1111 r:1n~r:-:o n Street, Den ,·er, Co lo. 

FIDELIA JAMES PITKIN 

Fidelia James Pi t kin a nd son , R obe rt J ames Pitkin, a ge 10 
Courtesy of Am y Pi t kin S t earns ( Mr s. R obe r t L. St earns) 
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From a now sixty-eight-year-old son of that marriage in whose 
parental home Fidelia Pitkin lived for thirty-eight years comes 
this description of his grandmother's personal characteristics 
and her life after her First Ladyship: 

She was small in frame, petite I think one might say, proper 
and precise, with a strong sense of responsibility and duty, fitting 
her family s tation and re-enforced by her dignity as one-time 
First Lady of the State. Devoted to the old order, and as a senior 
member of the family, she assumed without hesitation the matri
archal role, encouraging her descendants to be faithful to their 
r espective positions. This involved living in the home of her 
daughter and joining in guiding its destiny, in accord with the 
custom of the time. She would be sure that her grandsons were 
properly and adequately dressed, even to the wearing of overcoats 



192 COLORADO MAGAZINE 

and rubbers when none of their playmates were doing such, and 
supervising with expert care the early morning piano practicing 
year in and year out of our sister, Florence. Being a perfectionist, 
and having the reputation of having been the best amateur piano 
player in Milwaukee, Grandma set similar standards for Florence. 
But she asked no more of others than she did of herself, and at 
one time when my father, during a quiet argument, asked her 
whether she had not ever made a mistake, she replied that it was 
possible, but she could not recall when. 

Grandma often would sit down at the piano in odd moments 
and play with dash and spirit pieces memorized or by notes, 
especially by nineteenth century composers like Schubert, Chopin, 
Liszt, and Brahms, making the house ring pleasantly with the 
music. At times she and Mother would go off for an afternoon of 
formal calling, usually in a hired Victoria, upon old friends, often 
wives or widows of the gubernatorial period and/or their daugh
ters, or receive the same in our house in the front parlor, otherwise 
closed except for the piano playing, with its heavy furniture and 
gold embossed wall paper. Or the same ladies would come for a 
formal luncheon. 

She dressed always in black, as a widow, and on warm days 
carried a small black sun-shade, the top of which could be shifted 
from a horizontal to a vertical position. With this she would walk 
to and from the Eleventh Avenue street-car for downtown shop
ping trips, on which sometimes her grandchildren (usually only 
one) would be privileged to go along, and would return with a 
box of chocolate eclairs or other delicacies from Baur's or Sells' 
for which the rest of the family waited in eager anticipation. She 
would secure her dresses, with two or three or more fittings, from 
Madame Jackson in the Temple Court Building, upstairs, with 
check-up appearances when she would emerge into an outer room 
covered with paper patterns and pins. 

She had her own chair in the living room beside a table-lamp, 
oil-burning long after that style had gone out, until finally the 
rest of us persuaded her to substitute an electric standing table
lamp. She was quick-witted, with a small but at times sly sense 
of Irish humor, and never appeared to us to be forbidding because 
of her deep interest and concern that we all do the right thing, and 
appear to be doing it, and her real and constantly manifested 
affection for us all, often leading her to defend and comfort a 
grandchild who was receiving well-deserved parental admonition. 
In her later years when other powers were beginning to fade, her 
love seemed to compensate by increasing, until she moved into 
the state of quiet confusion at the end. She was a strong person
ality, loyal, consistent, and devoted, a perfect representative of her 
era and station.' 

Death put an end to "the state of quiet confusion" for 
Fidelia James Pitkin on May 29, 1929, at the age of eighty-nine, 
in the home of her daughter, Florence Pitkin Cranston (Mrs. 
Earl Montgomery Cranston), in Escondido, California. She 
is buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Colorado, with 
Governor Pitkin and their son, Robert James Pitkin, who died 
at the age of ninety-three on June 18, 1957. Florence Pitkin 
Cranston, like her mother, died at the age of eighty-nine on 
January 28, 1962, and is buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Escon
dido, California. 

1 Written by Dr. Earl Cr a n st on of l'htremont, Cali fornia, a g randson o! 
Fidelia James Pitkin, on January 22, 1 '•f.3 
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Colorado Letters of Marion Cook 
By Daphne Weston 

Daphne Weston (Mrs. Perry D. Weston), niece of Marion Cook, has 
preserved through the years a number of letters written by her uncle, 
which describe life in Colorado and New Mexico in the 1880's. She 
has made these letters available to The Colorado Magazine and has 
written the following biographical sketch of Marion Cook. Mrs. Weston, 
a widow, is Director of Nursing at the Mary Laning Hospital, Hastings, 
Nebraska. She makes her home with her two bachelor brothers on 
the land near Shelton, Nebraska, which she says, "my grandmother 
bought with her $400 inheritance when she came to Nebraska in 1880. 
She paid $21 per acre for the land . . . today it is part of one of the 
best irrigated farms in the Platte Valley. "-Editor. 

Marion, the youngest son of Chauncey and Lucy Allen 
Cook, was born at West Oneonta, New York, August 24, 1864. 
His father , who was a drover and farmer, died in 1875, when 
Marion was eleven years old. Most of his life the father had 
been well to do and was known as a man of business acumen 
and good judgment, but due to failing health for a number of 
years he died bankrupt. 

The mother and aunt of the boys wove carpets in their home 
for a living and the boys earned what they could "working out" 
for neighboring farmers. In 1880, with four hundred dollars 
which Lucy Cook inherited from the estate of her father in 
Erie County, Pennsylvania, she came to Nebraska with her 
three sons, Chauncey, Allen, and Marion. She purchased eighty 
acres at Shelton, where the family made their home. 

Marion farmed and taught school in Nebraska for three 
years and in 1883, when he was nineteen years old, as he had 
acquired a persistent cough, he went to Georgetown, Colorado, 
in an attempt to improve his health. His uncle, Sam Allen lived 
in Georgetown. 

For the next thirty-two years Marion remained in the 
Georgetown, Silver Plume, Empire, Idaho Springs, Ouray, and 
Leadville areas, in addition to being for a time in New Mexico, 
where he made his living working in the mines. He developed 
silicosis (miner's consumption which causes chronic inflamma
tion of the lungs due to the inhalation of mineral dusts) and 
because of impaired respiratory function due to the condition 
was no longer able to do work of any kind. At that time, as 
he had never married, he returned to Shelton, Nebraska, and 
made his home with his brother, Chauncey and family for 
three years until his death on October 21, 1915, at the age of 
fifty-one years. 

For twenty years in Colorado, Marion was a member of 
the Fraternal Order of Red Men, in which he took great interest 
and an active part, serving in the highest offices of the order 
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and as a delegate attending national meetings. He enjoyed a 
wide acquaintance, possessed a remarkable memory, was a 
lover of books, and kept well informed in regard to events of 
public importance. 

Marion Cook is buried beside his mother in the Cook plot 
in the cemetery at Shelton, Nebraska. By his grave grows a 
cedar tree transplanted from his birthplace, West Oneonta, 
New York. Meadow larks call from the branches and the wind 
sighs softly through the boughs, reminiscent of the sound of 
the wind above and below timberline in the Rocky Mountains, 
which Marion loved and where he spent the productive ye:irs 
of his life. 

Georgetown May 10th 1883 
Dear Mother: I arrived here all safe and sound at noon yester
day. They did not expect [me] till today so there was no one 
at the depot but I found him [Uncle Sam Allen] all right. 
Aunt Helen is about as full of fun as one person can be. I 
believe they are the happiest couple I ever saw. We got into 
North Platte 20 minutes before eight and stopped 20 minutes 
for breakfast. I improved the time in looking over the town. 
It is larger than I thought it was. There is no land west of 
Kearney fit to farm. It is all buffalo wallows. They were all 
full of water and ducks. Buffalo Bill's ponies were on the track 
and the train slowed up just as it got opposite his house so I 
had a good view. He has a very nice white house and good 
buildings. He was sitting out near the track on top of a board 
fence made by putting the boards up and down. 

We passed Joe and Clarence about ten o'clock. They did not 
see me as they were about 40 rods from the track. I wish you 
could see the cattle, sheep, and ponies that I did. It is just one 
continual string of cattle from North Platte to Denver. There 
were hundreds of dead cattle strung all along the road. The 
country that we went through was what would be called level 
till we got this side of Denver. I saw Longs and Pikes peaks 
before we got to Denver. 

We got into Denver 25 minutes past six Denver time which 
is 35 minutes slower than our time and as the Georgetown 
train does not leave till 8 o'clock in the morning I had to stay 
all night. And as I did not know anything about the town 
I had to get a carriage to go up town in. 

I presume there were 25 carriages at the depot and all 
yelling the best they could. Everyone asked me where I wanted 
to go. I finally told one fellow I wanted to go to the Saint 
James hotel. He said his was a St. J ames carriage, so I got in. 
It was about 1/2 mile there. When I got out he said, "This will 
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be 50 cts, if you please," so I paid him. He wanted to call for 
me in the morning but as I had kept my eyes open I thought I 
[could] find the way. 

The reason I put up at the St. James was I had seen a Denver 
paper with all the hotels advertised and this one had more 
guests than any of the rest. They set 15 tables and everything 
is carried on in the best style. A guest is not allowed to do 
anything. There are waiters in every part of the house. I went 
in to supper. A waiter stepped up and pulled back the chair. 
I stepped to my place and he shoved the chair under me and 
when I got through he pulled the chair back. It was a little 
the best supper I ever ate. I would like to send you a bill of fare. 
I did not look at it much for supper but for breakfast there was 
17 kinds of bread, 4 of potatoes, 4 of eggs, 8 of drinks, and 37 
kinds of meat. I had 3 kinds of bread, one of eggs, 5 of meats 
and chocolate. My room was furnished with a very large bed, 
two marble top bureaus with keys for the drawers, wash bowl 
and pitcher, towels, two common chairs and a rocking chair, 
two Gas lamps, a very fine mirror and a telephone. The waiter 
lit and turned off the gas 10 times to show me how and then 
had me do it about as many more times. The washing room 
has two faucets to every bowl, one turned on cold water the 
other hot. There is a bath room and barber shop free of charge. 
I had my boots blacked and it cost nothing. The boot blacks 
are paid by the proprietor. My room was in the fourth story, 
we went up in the elevator. My bill was $2.50. Denver has over 
70,000 inhabitants. I spent an hour at night and an hour in the 
morning looking over the town. They have finer buildings 
there than I ever saw before. The Windsor hotel, run by 
Senator Tabor, is the largest building I ever saw. I am willing 
to believe the story Uncle Sam told about the man trying to 
walk from Denver to the mountains before breakfast for it 
looks as though a man could walk there in 20 minutes easy, 
but it took the train l1/2 hours to get there. 

Denver was all under snow when I got there. Coming from 
there up we followed a creek. Trains are not allowed over 12 
miles an hour in the mountains. There is no soil on the hills
just bare rocks. Those rocks down by Uncle Dennis' would 
look like gravel stone by the side of these. Uncle Sam and I 
went up about 400 feet yesterday to look at a mine. The foot 
of the hills is about 15 rods from the house. A man could no 
more climb straight up the side of the mountain than you 
could the side of a house. There are several peaks in sight. 
Above timber line the snow was quite deep yesterday, but 
it is all gone now but there is plenty of it in sight. The sun 
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rose this morning 15 minutes before eight and it sets a little 
after 4. I don't notice much difference in the air between here 
and Gibbon. I saw ten jacks packed ready to go up the mountain 
this morning. 

The train stopped 20 minutes at Sterling, Colo., where I saw 
Albert Slattery. He showed me all over town and offered to 
buy me some dinner. Uncle Sam has spoke for a job for me 
running an express wagon in Georgetown, he thinks I will get 
the job. He just called me out to see a jack train of lumber one 
end draging on the ground . Write soon 

Marion Cook 

* * 
Empire City, Col. July 11, 1884 

Dear Mother 

I received your letter last Monday but have had no time 
to answer it before. I am working at hydraulic mining at 
present. I work nights , go on at six P M and come off at six 
A M. Edgar has a job in a mine here. He boards within forty 
r ods of where I do though I do not see him very often as he 
w orks days. He likes the country first rate but I don't think 
he will like the winters. Unless I have a job inside I shall not 
stay here another winter. I have not been very sick though I 
did not feel very well for some time after I quit work on 
Argentine. If I had the money should have come down in your 
country but I could not get it so staid here and paid out over 
$60.00 board bill or will when I get paid. I am out $78.00 on 
m y winter's work but have placed my account in a lawyer's 
hands and think I will get it in a short time. The man I 
worked for has been trying to pick a fuss out of me ever since 
I quit so he could have some excuse not to pay me. He got it 
into his head I was afraid of him. One night last week about 
a dozen of us boys were standing on the street corner in 
Georgetown when he came along and took his coat and vest 
off and began to abuse me and the first thing he knew I was 
right on to him he tried to clinch me but he found the old 
man at home there, and I whipped him so quick that he thought 
he was always whipped. The police come around and collared 
him but the boys that I was with crowded around me so they 
could not tell who it was, but as he had his coat off and a 
white shirt on he showed up plain. I notice he wears his right 
eye poulticed since, but he does not make any more of his 
threats around m e. 

Those two persons that I wrote were coming down there, 
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names are Hurkee and Parsons, they are in Kansas now. They 
made quite a little money here the past year and are going to 
put it into land and they said they were going to Kearney and 
look around and thought they would go down and see you. 
I am well acquainted with them and they are very fine boys. 
Well it is nearly time to go to work and I shall have to stop. 
Write soon 

Marion Cook 

Sunday morning 6:30 have got my night work done and just 
been to breakfast. Edgar is going to Georgetown this morning 
and I will send this by him. I shall change my boarding place 
today and will now board where Edgar does so that he will 
not have to buy blankets. 

* * * * 

Dear Brother 

Georgetown, Colo 

Sept 11th, 1884 

I received your letter last night. I have been out on the 
hill pounding a drill for the past few days but quit last night. 
I have an offer of $13.00 a week and board which I am going 
to accept. I am to commence in two weeks. It is up on the 
Argentine. The reason I was so long in answering your other 
letter was because I was sick. I was sick abed just a week. 
I went to Golden to get into lower altitude. I had a touch of 
mountain fever. I fell off 23 pounds in the week I was in bed, 
but I am all right again now. I expect Edgar over Saturday 
night and we will go up to the pass Sunday. I have not been 
over to Empire for some time but expect to go over this after
noon. Uncle Sam is still working. 

If Homer is coming out here I wish he would come now as 
I will have time to show him around for a short time but if I 
once get to work I shall not stop as I have not been out of 
debt since the middle March. My board and doctor bills amount 
to a nice little sum, but I will soon wipe them out if I get steady 
work. I am very sorry it is so I can not visit with Aunt Harriet. 
Tell her she had better stay there this winter anyway and I 
will be down if it is possible, but I do not think I can get down 
there before February or March anyway, and perhaps not 
then. The weather is very fine here now. The evenings are just 
cool enough to make a fire a necessity and a person can sleep 
all he wishes, t oo. There has been one light snow storm this 
m onth. There is a very lively vigilance committee two miles 
from Georgetown. The superintendent of the Baltimore mine 
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was warned to take back an order he had given or he would 
be hung. Another man was given 24 hours to get his business 
settled and get out of the country. They both done as they 
were told to do. The Colorado State Convention is in session 
now. [H. A. W.] Tabor is dropping lots of money trying to 
get the nomination for Governor. A number of the boys are 
going to New Orleans this winter. It is only $30.00 for the round 
trip from Denver. Six of the boys are going over to Middle 
Park on a hunt. They start next Monday and are to be gone 
four weeks. 

Give my best regards to Aunt Harriet, and write soon. 
Sincerely yours, 

Marion Cook 
Do you know what Uncle Erastus address is? MC 

* 

Dear Mother 

* 
Georgetown, Colo 

Oct 29, 1884 

I got back to Georgetown at dark tonight found Chauncey's 
letter waiting for me. It took me a little longer to finish my 
job than I expected. I commenced work the middle of Sep
tember driving jacks for the same man I drove for last summer. 
The 6th of Oct I commenced to drive on contract. I took ten 
jacks over the range and delivered thirty cords of wood and 
600 bushels of char coal to a mine owned by Warner of Patent 
Medicine fame. I cleared $15.00 per week and finished yester
day. I commence tomorrow again at $40.00 per month. The 
cabin I stopped in was a little above timber line. There were 
only two families in ten miles one was just across the gulch 
from me. Monday morning as I was hunting jacks the man 
came out and told me his baby 18 months old had died in the 
night. I went in and staid a short time then went up to the 
mine to tell the boys. Several of them went down and one 
built a coffin. Arrangements were made, and the next day a 
wagon came. The child was put in. The whole family got in 
and drove five miles to bury. All of the boys at the mine were 
at the house when they left. It looked to me to be a little the 
most lonely funeral that I ever attended. There were no 
services of any description either at the house or burying 
ground. 

I have not seen Uncle Sam's folks since I last wrote, but 
a man told me tonight that h e was moving over here to stay 
this winter. I saw Edgar just before I went over the range 
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he had the blues pretty bad. They don't allow him to stop at 
all. He had not a day's rest since the middle of July. He wants 
me to go down into Kansas with him this winter and I want 
him to go to Mexico. I don't know which way we will go yet 
and perhaps we won't go anywhere. 

I received a letter from Mary Potter tonight she is in 
Buffalo being treated by Dr. Pierce she said she would be 
very glad to hear from you her address is 179 Dearborn St. 
She thinks Jim's wife is one of the finest women she ever met 
and the best cook. 

The Secretary of the Interior [Henry M. Teller J speaks in 
Georgetown tomorrow night. I shall go to hear him. There is 
also going to be a grand torch light procession. Politics are 
running very high here. Well I will close now as it is getting 
late and I have got to go over the range tomorrow with a load 
both ways and get back in time for the speech. 

Hoping to hear from you soon I remain Yours as ever 
Marion Cook 

* * * * 

Dear Brother 

Georgetown, Colo 
Jan 2d 1885 

Received your letter Wednesday and as it just one year ago 
tonight since you carried me to Gibbon I thought I would 
write. I intended then to have come down again this winter, 
but find it impossible I did not go to work on my lease on 
account of the fall in price of silver and the raise in mill charges. 
All mines that carry low grade ore have been compelled to 
shut down. I am working up on East Argentine again for two 
dollars a day and board. I had just money enough earned at 
noon today to pay my debts. It is the first time since last April 
that I have been out of debt for board. I have not been to town 
for nearly a month and do not expect to go down for several 
weeks to come. I only have to work nine hours and Saturdays, 
eight. The mine is named the Independence. It is in 736 feet and 
not out of frost yet. Every seam in the rock is full of ice. The 
last time I saw Edgar he was pretty homesick. He said he 
would quit work and go home about the middle of this month. 
Said he should go through Kansas if he does. I will probably 
not see him again. 

Uncle Sam's boy will be two months old next Wednesday. 
He seems to want to name it after Leander Allen. The last 
time I was in town I heard a Catholic Priest from St. Louis 
lecture about Rome. He was the finest talker I have heard in 
some time. After we got back to the boarding house the 
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Library, S.H.S.C. 
Marion Cook 
about 1890 

Catholic boys and the Protes
tants had a very warm argu
ment on doctrinal points 
which lasted untill two o'clock 
in the morning and as both 
parties were well posted it 
made it very interesting. 

Sincerely yours 
Marion Cook 

How is mother's health this 
winter. You are liable not to 
get this for some time as I 
have no way to send or receive 
mail only as Dick come up 
with the jacks and I don't ex
pect him up untill next week. 

* * * * 
Georgetown Colo 

Feb 22d 1885 
Dear Brother 

Your letter was received 
yesterday noon and as the boss 
is going to town some time 
this week will write today so 

as to send it to town by him. The past few days [it] has been 
very warm here. It has been perfectly comfortable sitting out
doors in short sleeves, but is a trifle colder today. I am feeling 
the best at present I have for three years. I don't expect I can 
get away to Neb. this winter. Every place that has level ground 
enough to hold a skating rink here has got one. Georgetown 
has a very large one. I have not been to town since I wrote 
before but will probably go down some time next month. 

The ore we are taking out runs in Gold, Silver, and lead. 
The last mill run went first class 516 ounces silver per ton and 
50 per cent lead, second class 152 ounces silver and four ounces 
Gold per ton Silver is worth about $1.07 per ounce gold $20.00 
an ounce and lead $3.65 per cwt. The Legislature of this state 
had a great time electing a United State's Senator there was 
a great deal of money used but finally Teller got there he 
resigned his seat in the senate to become Sec. of the Interior 
and now he is going straight back to the senate. 

The man I am working for is a graduate of Eastman's Com
mercial college, the same place Ruthven (?) Hunt went too, 
and also a graduate of some college in Maine. He spends his 
evenings mostly reading Latin and Greek. 
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The other boys are working today and I have got to stop 
writing now and get dinner Write soon 

Sincerely yours Marion Cook 
2.30 P. M. it has been snowing a little nearly all day but it 

melts as fast as it falls this has been much the mildest winter 
I ever saw. I see by the paper that Uncle Sam has a law suit 
on his hands. Someone has jumped one of his claims at Empire. 
I don't know whether I will stay where I am more than this 
week or not but I can stand quite a siege of idleness now with
out any danger of running into debt. 

* * * * 

Dear Brother 

Georgetown Colo 
March 26th 1885 

Your letter was received today at noon and as the boss is 
going to town Saturday I will answer it now so as to send it 
by him. I went to town two weeks ago last Friday and staid 
one week then came up and staid untill the following Tuesday, 
then went down and staid untill last Saturday. 

The trouble was rheumatism in my left arm from the tips 
of my fingers to my shoulder was swelled full. I have worked 
every day this week though it nearly kills me every morning 
and keeps me awake about half the night. I could not work 
at all only for tight bandages from my wrist to elbow but it 
is root hog or die with me at present. 

I went over to Empire and saw Edgar one week ago last 
night he has not missed a day since Christmas not even a 
Sunday. He has over $300.00 laid up. He says Edwin is coming 
out in the spring. I was at Uncle Sam's a short time last Friday 
afternoon. They were well. He has quit work at Empire for 
the winter says he is not going over again untill May. He 
wants me to stay at his place when I am in town but he will 
not take anything for it, so I won't stay there for he is fully 
as hard run as I am and more so now I guess. 

The boy preacher of the rockies and a singer named Miller 
have been holding revivals in Georgetown. I was down a few 
times the preaching was of no account at all, but the singing 
was the best I ever heard. They had a great time trying to 
convert the best lawyer in Georgetown. They got him into the 
church one night when he was so drunk he could not stand 
alone and as soon as the preaching was over and a chance 
given to talk he got up and said, "Brethern that was a pretty 
d---n good sermon and I feel better already for it." One night 
some boys got a jack and tied him to the door knob and then 
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Library, S .H.S.C. 
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threw stones against the church but those inside finally got 
the door open far enough to cut the rope but the next night 
the boys done the same trick only they fastened the jack with 
wire and the congregation had to stay inside untill someone 
came along and untied the jack, for the jack would have been 
pulling as hard as he could yet if he thought they wanted him 
to go the other way. 

There was a great scare in the papers about a dynamite band 
in Georgetown its object being to blow up the railroad. The 
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boys played the old snipe trick on a lad a short time ago. He 
did not catch on the first night so they took him out again 
and then nearly scared him to death telling him the sheriff 
was after him for hunting snipes on protected ground, and 
as he was running away as fast as he could, three fellows over
took him and accused him of being a dynamiter and he thought 
they were going to lynch him. He goes by the name of Snipy 
now . ... 

Johnny Conway, the York State lad that I wrote you had 
struck it lately, offered to lend me money to buy a half
interest in two teams and a jack train at Silver Plume. I had 
the bargain made and the fellow came to Georgetown to draw 
up the papers and then backed out. Johnny had given me a 
check for the amount $600.00 and now he wants to buy out 
Dick's train. He offers to put up the money if I will do the work 
for half, but I think I will get in at the Plume before long. Write 
soon MC 

* * * * 

Dear Mother 

Silver Plume Colo 
May 23d 1885 

Your letter was received Thursday evening and I was very 
glad to hear from you again. I have at last got to work for 
myself. I took possession here the 20th of April and the 12th 
of this month I bought out the other half so now I own one 
saddle mule, twelve jacks and four draft horses. One team 
is a trifle lighter than Kit and Doll (?) but the other team 
would make them look like young colts in comparison. Edwin 
Allen arrived here about three weeks ago and is working for 
me. I keep two men and a boy, pay the men $2.50 a day apiece, 
and the boy $1.00. 

I am owing $1193.00 on the train2 and have already paid 
$107.00 and will have it all paid for by this fall if work keeps 
up the way it has been since I have been here. This week I 
have loaded four cars and taken 20 tons to Georgetown besides 
delivering 1000 feet of lumber. One train load of rails, one 
train load of provisions, and 1000 lbs. of coal on the hill, so you 
see we [do] not have much idle time. I had a letter from 
Bessie a short time ago. She and Emanuel have bought an acre 
of land of Lizzie Niles next to Chittenden's. They paid $300.00 
for it. It tickels Uncle Sam a great deal to think of paying 

2 :lla ri on Cook"~ b i!J heacl 'tale<l t hat he was proprieto r of th e G eor get own 
a nd S il Yer P lume P ack T r a in a n<l I<.;xpres~ Line. ""l'ran ~ferring- of or e and 
merchan <l i ~e t o a nd f r on1 t he mines pro1n pt1 y a n d car efull y a ttenfl e(l to. Coal 
a nd loggin g- kept con stan tly on hancl. RateR r eaRon a hle. ('or ra l a t Fisk 's B a rn, 
Si l\·er P l u1ne.'' 
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$300.00 for an acre of ground in that country. I shall expect to 
see you or Chauncey out here this summer either in July or Au
gust as that will be as soon as you can see anything. I will pay 
your fare back and if I can possibly spare it, will pay your fare 
both ways, but I want you to make your calculations now so 
you will be sure to come. Edwin and I went up the gulch a few 
days ago. He wanted to see Grey's Peak. We rode as far as 
possible, and then walked over the snow for two miles and 
then he concluded he did not want to see the peak anyway, so 
we came back. Edgar was over two weeks ago and a person 
had to look several times before he could tell them apart a 
great many of the Georgetown boys came up and shook hands 
with Edwin and one fellow that has worked with Edgar for 
six months came along and pushed Edwin off the side walk 
and when he saw his mistake he was the worst surprised man 
you ever saw. I have not seen Uncle Sam for some little time 
but the last time I heard from there they were all well. 

Well I will bid you goodby for this time Write soon 
Marion Cook 

* * * * 

Dear Brother 

Georgetown, Colo 
Feb 9th 1886 

Your letter was received last Sunday. I have been working 
a little to hard and the consequence is that I have to take a 
rest. I have not worked any for a week but hope to be able 
to go to work next week. I made $151.00 clear of expenses last 
month and expect to do better this. We have about $1000.00 
worth of ore out now. We took out between $1800.00 and 
$1900.00 last month. 

We have done nothing but drift so far when we get ready 
to stope we expect to make some money. Uncle Sam said 

0( 
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yesterday that I had over $2000.00 in sight for my part. 
Byers is working for me now. He seems to think because 

I worked for him once that he ought to run me now but I have 
him to understand that I was running this concern. We have 
two of the liveliest kids sorting ore for us to be found. Byers 
was singing one day when one of the kids turned to the other 
and said, "Tim go and dig a worm for the canary," and John 
has been mad at that boy ever since. 

Johnny has quit his place. He found another with more 
money in it. He has only made a little over expenses since he 
came back. 

Edgar left for Iowa the first of this month. He expects to 
be gone about two months. Said he would come back through 
Shelton. He went via the B & M. He said he would not wade 
snow this winter. The past few days have been warm but it 
turned cold last night and has been very cold all day. The 
snow has not been very deep this winter so far but the worst 
is to come. The boys say I am not competent to express myself 
on the weather as it is the first winter in the country that I 
have spent below timber line. 

If I could only raise about $200.00 (more than I can without 
borrowing it) I should go down to Neb. or Kan. and work on 
a farm, for a month or two and see if it would not put a little 
life into me. 

Give my best wishes to Sam and Ernie and write soon. 
Direct to the Plume As ever Marion Cook 

* * * * 

Dear Mother 
Georgetown Colo 

April 17th 1887 
Your letter was received last Friday. I quit my job on 

Argentine last Wednesday and expect it is the last time I will 
ever winter up there. I have bargained for a half interest in 
one mule, twelve jacks, two heavy teams, and three wagons. 
I am going to pay $600.00. I expected to take possession today 
but there was some mistakes made in the papers so that I 
cannot get possession untill next Monday. Johnny Conway is 
going to let me have the money and take a mortgage on my 
interest. I have paid enough to bind the bargain and have 
Johnnie's check for $650.00 and don't think there is any loop 
hole for them to crawl out of this time. 

My partner is a Cornishman .... 
I had this picture taken this forenoon to send to you Aunt 

Helen says it is too poor to send anywhere but as I have got it 
will send it Write soon Marion Cook 



A Rococo Victorian House: 
Bloom Mansion 

By Frederick Doveton Nichols 
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Frederick D. Nichols, Professor of Architecture at the University 
of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia, contributed this article on the 
architecture of Bloom Mansion, with the following comment: "As a 
native of Trinidad, I have long been interested in the fine old Bloom 
mansion, and I am delighted that it is being restored as a museum. 
I have written the following article with the assistance of Arthur R. 
Mitchell, Resident Curator of Baca House, the Pioneer Museum, and 
Bloom Mansion. The photographs were taken by my uncle, H. B. 
Dove ton. "-Editor. 

The old Bloom Mansion on East Main Street in Trinidad, 
Colorado, has been called by experts the finest rococo Victorian 
house in Colorado. In this opinion Dr. James Grafton Rogers, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the State Historical 
Society of Colorado, concurs. It is doubtful if a finer example 
of its period can be found in any of the Rocky Mountain states. 
If the Paris Opera, designed by Charles Garnier, is the master
piece of the French Second Empire, the Bloom Mansion is a 
provincial reflection of its influence in the American Old West. 
Other pioneer towns in Colorado boast of examples in the 
style: the Opera House at Central City, Colorado, has simple 
detail after the manner of the Second Empire; and there are 
numerous wooden stores and saloons with false fronts and 
quoins to simulate stone made of wood; but there are few 
buildings in which the rococo Victorian is carried out with 
such elegance and completeness. It has French console brackets, 
cast-iron ornaments, plaster interior cornices, painted-and
grained woodwork; all topped with a tower with a mansard 
roof. 

The old frontier town in which it stands became a settlement 
on the mountain branch of the Santa Fe Trail about 1860, where 
the old trail parallels the Picketwire or Purgatory River. 
Picketwire is a Yankee corruption of the French for Purgatoire, 
which was the short name the French trappers of the region 
gave it. Earlier the river had been named by the Spanish, 
El Rio de Las Animas Perdidas en Purgatorio in memory, so 
an old legend has it, of soldiers who had been massacred by 
the Indians along its banks. 

In the 1880's, Trinidad prospered as a trading center and 
from numerous cattle outfits and sheep ranches in Las Animas 
County, but its main growth was triggered by the development 

Front and Si<le View of Bloom Mansion 
Trinida,l, Colorado 

1963 

H. B. Doveton 
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of coal mines beginning with the arrival of the railroad in 
1878. The mining boom, resulting from the coming of the rail
road, produced building activity in various styles: Richardson 
Romanesque, Eastlake, Roman Revival, Edwardian, Craftsman, 
and Pueblo Revival. 

The Trinidad Directory of 1888, lists at least three archi
tectural firms, and numerous individuals were listed as archi
tects, all attesting to the sudden growth of this important 
frontier town. The Columbian Hotel, originally called the 
Grand Union, was built by John Conkie about 1880. It is also 
an excellent example of the style of the Second Empire with 
quoins, fine cast-iron balconies, well-proportioned fenestration, 
and details. 

The mansion at Main and Walnut streets was erected by 
Frank G. Bloom, who had come from Pennsylvania in 1867. 
Two years later he married Miss Sarah Thatcher, sister of 
Mahlon D. Thatcher and John A. Thatcher, prominent Pueblo 
bankers. He became a merchant, a coal mine operator, then a 
rancher, a banker, and finally the head of the Bloom Land and 
Cattle Company, and an important figure in the cattle business 
of that day. 

According to Mrs. W. S. Iliff, the only surviving child of 
the Blooms, the house was completed in 1882, by a builder 
named Innis. The plans were adapted from a magazine by the 
owners. 

On the exterior the house is rigidly symmetrical, even to 
the rear entry. It is built of brick with Trinidad sandstone used 
for quoins, lintels, and door trim. This is a native stone. Fine 
brick has always been made in Trinidad, as there are excellent 
clays in the vicinity, so it is natural that this new mansion was 
built of brick. The wooden veranda is enriched with an elab
orate cornice in which consoles alternate with lintels, and it 
still boasts its original gray paint. It is surmounted, as are the 
roofs and the tower, with cast-iron finials . The mansard roof, 
which is steep on all four sides and flat on top, and named 
after the French architect, Francois Mansard, who first used 
the design, is covered with metal. This material also roofs the 
tower. 

Although the exterior is symmetrical , the plan is not. The 
veranda is on the front and sides of th e house, and there is a 
small brick entry at the rear. One enters through elaborately 
ornamented double doors at the front porch, which are painted 
and grained like all the woodwork. The doors lead into a small 
entry at the base of the tower which is floored with buff and 
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blue tile. The inner doors, side by side, lead into the front 
rooms, or parlors, which are not symmetrical. The room on 
the east has a sunny bay window, and behind it is a dining room. 

Each of the parlors has a fireplace, similar in design, which 
are of stone, painted. There are unusual small niches at each 
end of the mantels. The cornices are of plaster, as are the 
rosettes in the ceilings, whose Eastlake motifs suggest that the 
chandeliers, probably of gas, were also embellished with similar 
rectangular motifs. The sliding double doors which open the 
rooms into each other, were characteristic of many house plans 
in America, which gradually became more open from 1840 on, 
culminating in the freely organized and flowing plans of today. 

Behind these parlors, on axis, is the stair with the finest 
woodwork in the house. Of typical, Victorian design, the 
balusters and rail are of black walnut. To the left is the dining 
room with a room to the porch, and to the right the kitchen, 
with a wainscot in tongue-and-groove, in the manner of the 
period. 

Upstairs there are four bedrooms-one on each corner, 
which are not symmetrical. There are numerous closets, indi
cating the gradual growth of conveniences during the late 
nineteenth century. In the hall is a wainscoted corner lavatory 
with its original fittings . The bath is fitted with wood wainscot 
and a large tub with claw-and-ball feet. 

On the third floor, which is not part of the museum, are bed
rooms and a ladder which leads to the tower. Most of the 
materials used in the house are native, and were produced in 
the area. 

Behind the house is a grape arbor, leading from the back 
door to an elaborate Victorian garden where once stood the 
stable for the buggy horses and for the milk cow. According 
to Mrs. Iliff there were two urns in the front yard. [She also 
says that when the Blooms lived in the house that the weather
vane-a cow-was on the stable, not on the house as it is today.] 

It is the plan of the State Historical Society to restore and 
furnish the Bloom Mansion as nearly as possible as it was in 
its heyday, including wallpaper, woodwork, and furnishings. 
Once this plan is completed, the house will be one of Colorado's 
most important monuments to the history of good taste, and 
the appreciation of fine things brought to the raw, new West 
by its pioneer women. 

(Note : Bloom Mansion was opened to the public on May 30, 1963. 
-Editor.) 
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Negro Rights in Colorado Territory 
(1859-1867) 

By Harmon Mothershead* 

The period, 1859 to 1876 saw two of this nation's greatest 
constitutional and political conflicts-Civil War and Recon
struction. At the heart of this conflict was the Negro. Kansas 
had already, in the 1850's, set the stage for the great national 
struggle. Originally a part of Kansas, the embryonic state of 
Colorado, six hundred miles from the nearest seat of govern
ment, perhaps even further removed in a common economic 
endeavor, found it necessary to administer to its own political 
needs. In so doing, however, it reflected much of the national 
attitude toward the colored race. This is especially true in 
politics. Throughout the war Colorado supported the Union 
cause, but not without considerable political maneuvering on 
the part of local civil and military officials. In the minds of 
most Coloradoans of this period, the Negro's cause was sec
ondary to that of the preservation of the Union. The sole 
exception to this came at the close of the Civil War when the 
Territory made its strongest bid for Statehood. The years of 
1864 and 1865 saw two such attempts, the fate of which was 
based on the rapidly shifting political philosophy in the na
tional capitol and local political power struggles. In Colorado's 
case the basis of the conflict was a black minority of not more 
than one hundred fifty prospective electors. Such a minority 
in a territory the size of Colorado would hardly seem worth 
comment; yet because Colorado's Statehood aspirations hinged 
on them they are of considerable interest. 

Colorado's colored pioneers have been the subject of much 
local history. A survey of this material indicates that the 
Negroes were good citizens with a strong social, political, eco-' 
nomic and moral interest in their community. During their 
life time they were highly regarded and respected by the white 
majority. Upon their death they became the subject of local 
editoralizing. In a twenty-five year period Colorado's colored 
population grew from some 150 to 6,000. It was estimated that 
by 1890 the few Negroes in Denver alone had amassed property 
worth $2,000,000.1 

Various reports were made of Negroes working in the 
mines of Colorado as slaves. This was, however, an obviolJ.S 

*Mr. Mothershead is a native of l\Ii"souri. Ile received a B.S. from Northwest 
Missouri State College, Maryville, 1953; an l\1.A., University of Colorado, 1959; 
and at p r esent is a Ph.D. candidate at thP l'niversity of Colorado. He has been 
a teacher of hi s tory at Lakewood Hi'\"h ~rhool, Jeffprso n County, Colorado, since 
1 955. This paper was written in 1962, for I >r Robert G . Athearn's seminar in 
Problems of the American Frontier.-Eriifor. 
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exception, as most contemporary accounts indicated the re
porter was struck more by the rarity of the fact than by any
thing else. 

Aside from the few Negroes in the mines and scattering of 
a family or two in various other cities or localities in the State, 
the majority of Negroes in this early period of Colorado ~istory 
lived in Denver and immediate vicinity. The exceptions to 
this were so few that reference to Negroes in other areas were 
rarely made, and, if made, were not done so because the subject 
was black. Not until the migration of the 1880's were there 
Negro settlements scattered around the State: Denver beca~e 
the center of the Negro's social and cultural life as well as his 
business. Churches and prayer meetings were common social 
functions of the Negro and, generally as did all their social 
events included the entire colored population of the city. Cole's 
Hall v/as the center of most of the social activities and meetings. 
Numerous references were made to celebrations and social 
affairs at the conclusion of the war and the death of Lincoln. 
A lodge of colored Masons was organized in Denver in 1868.2 

Three churches were administering to the spiritual needs of 
the colored people by 1890.3 The barbering profession in Denver 
was dominated by the Negroes,4 although Negroes were obvi
ously employed in nearly all the trades from mining, freighting, 
Indian fighting, ranching and in enterprises of their own. In 
the Market Street "parlor houses," Negroes were employed as 
maids, porters and in other domestic functions connected witb 
the establishments. Later a "black belt" developed as a part of 
the local tenderloin area. 

From the very beginning the social and business life of 
the Negro community was separate from that of the white. 
This was due, in no small part, to the preference of both races, 
and to common experience and habit . There was little perse
cution of the Negro and as "they observed in their quaint dis
patches that things were better in Denver or Roch~ster tha~ 
in Memphis or Birmingham. They did not mean workmg condi
tions when they said things."5 

As commendable as the condition of the colored Coloradoan 
was, his legal status was still definitely limited by statutory 
provisions. In the mining community, the Independent, Ha~k
eye and Cooper Districts, all barred the Negro from the elective 

2 Colorado Tribmie, December 9, 1868. 
3 Denver Republican, March 17, 1890. 
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franchise. 6 The Larimer County Claim Club Association or
ganized in 1860, excluded Negroes, even before any ar:ived 
there, "The feeling at that time just before the great struggle 
between the North and South reaching out to a place where 
the people of the African race were not resident."7 

The provisional government of the Territory of Jefferson 
erected, on paper, an extensive system of statutes only two of 
which directly concerned the Negro. Chapter XX of the Civil 
Co~e contained in the section on marriage, a proviso "that no. 
white person shall be married to any person being a Negro or 
mulatto ~f one eighth Negro blood."8 The Territorial Legis
latur.e .voided all such marriages in its Third Session,9 and the 
prov1s10n was retained when Colorado became a State.10 These 
were common restrictions, yet the inclusion of them in the 
"Jefferson Territory" laws indicated the influence of the large 
number of southerners in the Territory, in 1858-1860. The 
rr:anner in "."hich it was tacked on to the section as a proviso, 
hmts that it was done to satisfy a particularly interested 
group.11 Yet there were very few Negroes in the area at this 
time and like all other classes the great majority were men. 

The election laws of Jefferson Territory declared that the 
legal voters in the elections of county officers and others 
should be the "white male citizens of the county over the age 
of twenty-one years."12 The Criminal Code of the same laws 
made it a misdemeanor for a person to vote "knowing himself 
no~ to be qualified," and made such an offense punishable by 
a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or imprisonment 
for not more than a year.13 In the face of such a fine it is doubt
ful that any unqualified person, but especially a Negro would 
have attempted violation of the law. Color would ha~e been 
the most e~sily distinguishable qualification of all. These laws, 
coupled with those of the mining districts indicated rather 
r~gid restricHons on a small numerical portion of the popula
tion ; a considerable percentage of which were slaves, or gen
erally regarded as not having the usual rights of citizens. 

The Organic Act of 1861 for Colorado contained the same 

6 
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restriction: "That every free white male citizen of the United 
States above the age of twenty-one ... " who was resident in 
the territory was entitled to vote at the first election.14 It 
continued, however, with this grant of "squatter's sovereignty," 
"but the qualifications of voters and of holding office at all 
subsequent elections shall be such as shall be prescribed by 
the legislative assembly."15 The first session of the Territorial 
Legislature made "every male person of the age of twenty-one 
or upwards" who was a resident, a qualified voter and office 
holder.16 The Third Session of the Legislature in 1864 amended 
this by 'nserting after the word "upwards," "not being a Negro 
or mulatto."17 That same Session extended to the "volunteer 
white soldiers of Colorado Territory in the service of the United 
States," the elective franchise. 18 

Another discriminatory act passed by the Legislative As
sembly during its First Session included a section which made 
it possible to tax property which belonged to Negroes for the 
support of public schools and, at the same 1.ime, it prohibited 
Negro children from attending. The law requested that "a 
record, a list of the names of all white persons in the district 
between the ages of five and twenty-one years"19 be kept. This 
was the list of students, and on this number the County funds 
were apportioned; therefore, the Negro was automatically ex
cluded from the school, or at least if he attended, the district 
was not paid for his attendance. 

One other act concerning the rights of the Negro may be 
mentioned. "An act concerning jurors" limited jury duty to 
"all free white male taxable inhabitants."20 

No major revision in the laws took place until the Fifth 
Session in 1866. Governor Alexander Cummings received a 
message from a committee of colored citizens requesting that 
the law of 1864 be rectified. They informed the Governor " that 
many of our people emigrated to this territory with a knowl
edge of the law of 1861, . . . and that we are now suffering from 
the unjust law of 1864." They further reminded His Excellency 
of the unjust school laws.21 The Governor transmitted the 
message to the Legislature, stating the substance of the various 
acts involved, and recommending a correction in the existing 

1• Revised Statntcs of Colorado 1868. p . 31. 
1s Ibid . 
1• Genenil Laws ... First Session, 1861, pp. 72-73. 
11 Gcncnil Lciws . . . Fifth Session, 1864, p. 180. 
1s General Laws . .. Fifth Session, 1864, p. 77 . 
19 General Laws . .. First Session, 1861, p. 159. 
20 General Lmvs ... First Se88ion, 1861, p. 334. 
21 Council Journal. Firth Ses~ion, 1866, pp. 91-92. 
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laws. In his recommendation Governor Cummings found it 
"incredible that such a measure could have been adopted ... ,"22 

at a time when the colored people were eagerly and actively 
supporting the government, and at the darkest period of the 
nation's history. "It is a fact worthy of notice, that this was the 
only case in the whole nation where public sentiment retro
graded during our fearful struggle."23 

During that session of the Assembly only one of the griev
ances was corrected. The Second Annual Message of the Gover
nor to the Legislature commended the legislature on correcting 
the law taxing Negroes for schools. The Fifth Session passed 
a supplemental act requiring school district secretaries to keep 
a "separate list" of all colored persons in the district of school 
age, and warrants would be issued "in favor of such colored 
persons, pro rata, for educational purposes."24 The Governor, 
however, noted with regret that the election law had not been 
changed.25 The act prohibiting the Negro from jury duty also 
went unchanged. 

The pioneer Negro in Colorado fared quite well , with the 
not unusual exception above mentioned, until 1864-1865. Colo
rado's chances for statehood increased rapidly with the up
coming national elections. The Republican Party believed it 
had need for the "loyal" votes of Colorado in the presidential 
election and the vote of "loyal" Representative in Congress to 
conduct its policy. The Weekly News believed that the passage 
of enabling acts to such territories as Nebraska, Nevada and 
Colorado, "with their deficiency in population," for sending 
representatives, " ... known and understood by all, shows great 
~onfidence in the loyalty of their people, and proves there is 
important work for them to do in the councils of the Nation." 
Colorado, by sending its best and most loyal m en to the Consti
tutional Convention would make statehood a "foregone con
clusion."26 

Colorado's struggle for statehood in 1864 then became a 
party issue. Republicanism and statehood were synonymous. 
"Show us a copperhead and we will show you an opponent of 
State organization."27 The News added a few weeks later that 
"universally, the Union party sees the creation of a new Free 
State and rejoices. The opposition sees the same thing and 

22 Ibid., p. 90. 
23 Ib id., p . 91. 
24 Gener a l L aws ... F ifth S ession, 1 8f.6 
25 Seconcl Annual M essage of G overnor r11111111i n [ls t o the L egislat ive A ssembly 
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mourns." 28 The Constitution, created in 1864, was done rapidly 
and was copied after that of the State of Iowa. The Constitution 
did not provide for Negro suffrage. It was overwhelmingly 
defeated, but not for its suffrage provision. The people believed 
Colorado would be better off as a Territory, with the national 
government footing the bill than as a State sharing in the tax 
load of reconstruction. The opposition was not as the News 
had earlier indicated, as all copperhead. It was instead a uni
versal feeling of the majority of miners and property owners. 
Also the financial future of the Territory in the summer and 
fall of 1864 did not look bright."29 Colorado lost its chance for 
statehood in that year because she failed to ratify the Consti
tution. 

Immediate agitation for a new attempt at statehood began 
within weeks of the failure of the first . This was enhanced by 
an economic upturn in the spring of 1865. Those politicians and 
party organs who had in 1864 opposed statehood now favored 
it.30 Negro suffrage became an issue in the campaign for state
hood in 1865. This appears to be the only time in the decade 
of the 1860's when the Negro became an object of public 
comment. 

The Daily Mining Journal of Black Hawk and its nearest 
competitors, the Miners Register of Central City, conducted an 
editorial battle on the issue during the spring and summer of 
1865. References to the merits of Negro suffrage were neces
sarily made on the national scope since there were few in 
Colorado. It was anticipated, and rightfully so, that Negroes 
would migrate to Colorado in sufficient numbers to make their 
suffrage an issue. 

The Register kicked off the campaign by stating it did not 
believe that the "masses of the colored population of the south 
from whose limbs the fetters of slavery have just fallen" were 
prepared for equal rights, which necessarily involved the elec
tive franchise.31 The next day the Journal declared that the 
"Negro fights and pays; it would be less than a man who would 
not allow him to vote," and emphasized the point with-"It 
won't do. It ain't fair; it ain't right; it ought not and will not 
prevail."32 The destiny of the Negro was beyond "human con
trol," he 

2s I bid., April 20, 186 4. 
••Daily .llfining Journal, July 3, 18 65 (Black Hawk) . 
30 Daily Mining Journal, July 3, 18 65 (Black H awk). 
31 .llfiners Regist er , May 3, 1865. 
32 Dctily .llfining J ournal, May 4, 1865. 



21 8 C OLORADO MAGAZINE 

" ... who really fears contamination of his blood or being 
distanced in the strife of life by acknowledging the Negro's 
manhood, furnishes the strongest proof of the righteousness of 
such action; he only feigns to fear it is a hypocrite."33 

The Register defended its view of not allowing the Negro to 
vote on the grounds of his being unqualified to do so. If the 
act of voting required the knowledge of right or wrong it 
followed, "that he who is to-day ignorant on this point, neither 
owes it to his country or his God to cast a vote."34 

Shortly after the convention met to write the 1865 Constitu
tion, it was suggested that the question of Negro suffrage be 
left to the Legislature where it properly belonged. This was 
an issue which did not "particularly effect Colorado, except in 
its relations to the Union of the States, .. . " anyway.35 The issue 
was left for the people to decide by voting, for , or against , 
Negro suffrage, when they voted on the Constitution.36 

The election was held September 5, 1865. The Constitution 
was adopted by a majority 155 votes out of a total 5,895.37 Negr o 
suffrage was rejected by a majority of 3,516 out of a total 
5,668.38 Colorado had adopted a Constitution, disenfranchised 
the Negro, and requested admission into the Union under the 
1864 Enabling Act. The local press had, in recent election cam
paigns, concerned itself little with the moral issue of Negro 
suffrage, however, following the adoption of the Constitution 
with its anti-Negro suffrage provisions, the press and the 
politicos attempted to justify the verdict . 

The Governor had just requested a chan ge in th e various 
territorial laws regarding the status of the Negro at the t ime 
that position became an issue. Governor Cummings, wh o 
seemed to constitute a minority of on e in Colorado, did not 
believe that Negro disenfranchisement was consisten t w ith the 
public sentiment of the country.39 The question arose as to the 
constitutional status of the Negr o before 1864. Cummings 
argued that the Negro had been a citizen according to the 1861 
act and that, 

"the fact is, that under the act of 1861, Negroes did vote in 
Colora do ; it w as th e clamor abou t their voting which led to 
the enactment of 1864; and the men who made that law deter
mined there sh ould no longer be any doubt, ... "40 

A petition, signed by 137 Negroes of Denver, and presented to 

33 I bid., May 5, 1865. 
34 Miners Register, May 12, 1865. 
35 D aily Mining Journal, August 8, 1865 
36 D aily Mining Journal, Augu$t 14, 1S65: .-\.ugu~t 18, 1865. 
37 State Devart111ent Territorial Papa.•. C11lorn<lo Series. Yo!. I, items 133-134. 
38 I bid. 
39 Governor Cu 1nmings, Sccon<l Annual lft'ssuor .. . , p. 12. 
40 I bid. 
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Congress, stated that the colored people had voted in Colorado 
prior to 1864; and requested the national government not to 
admit Colorado to statehood until "the words white be erased 
from her State Constitution."4 1 The News announced that 
Colorado's Delegate to Congress, A. A. Bradford, had presented 
a petition "signed by Wm. J . Hardin and one hundred other 
'niggers'."42 This is the only instance by the local press of the 
colored race in Denver being referred to as "niggers" that has 
been found . 

John Evans, Senator-elect from Colorado and Governor of 
the Territory when the 1864 Act was passed, attempted to 
correct the "several false impressions" made by the petition. 
He told the Senate committee that "the clause 'Citizen of the 
United States' in the franchise law, not having been construed 
to include them, the colored people did not vote," before 1864. 
Secondly, that he, as Governor, had not been instrumental in 
the law ; that the question of Negro suffrage was never raised 
in changing the law, and "no practical change was made in that 
respect. "43 

If the Negro did vote in Colorado before the 1864 Act, as 
both they and Governor Cummings claimed, then Evans was 
not presenting a true picture. On the other hand, if what Evans 
said was true then the 1861 law would have distinctly given 
th e Negro the elective franchise with the passage of the Civil 
Rights Act and later of the Thirteenth Amendment. In either 
case the 1864 Act appears to be an obvious and intentional 
effort to distinctly bar the Negro from voting. 

President Johnson did not issue the proclamation making 
Colorado a State as he was entitled to by the Enabling Act of 
1864. His reason in this case was that he was not sure that 
Colorado met the conditions of the Act.•• The convention and 
ratification of the present Statehood Constitution were un
orthodox and possibly illegal. During the spring and summer of 
1865 the action on Colorado's statehood passed before the Con
gress. Its changing fortune depended upon the suffrage provi
sion in the State Constitution and on the shifting tide of 
national politics; namely whether or not the Republican Party 
needed the votes of Colorado. 

A m emorial to President J ohnson by Colorado's Congress
men-elect Evans, Chaffee, and Chilcott attempted to clarify the 

41 State Department 't'erritorial Pape1·s. ('olorado Se1"iPs, Yo!. I, items 77-78. 
•2 Rorky JI01mtain Xews. February 28, 1866 . 
43 Xews ite1n in Rocky Jlountain 'f\Tcws (\Yeek ly}i February 14, 1 66, fro1n 

the Xew York Tribune. 
H Elmer Ellis, "Colorado's First Fight For Statehood, .. The Colorado ;l!aga

::: ine, \ "ol. YJll, Ko. 1(January,1931), 27. 
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suffrage issue in Colorado's Constitution. The memorial de
clared that the petition from the colored citizens of Colorado 
referred to above, was without signature, and the name~ 
printed to it was done so without their "consent or knowl
edge."45 _This, however, was not the case as the original petition, 
handwritten and signed by 137 people, was in the State Depart
ment papers.46 

The memorialists pointed out that the Constitution had 
received universal acceptance except for its suffrage provision; 
and, that it did not exclude colored children from public 
schools. 

Nor is there anything in its provisions restricting the colored 
man from full enjoyment of the immunities, rights, and privi
lt;ges of the elect1':'e franchise; and for this, and all of its pro
v1s10ns, the constitutwn provides a ready mode of amend
ment.47 

It concluded the "privileges sought to be secured to the colored 
men of Colorado ... can be more readily and speedily attained 
by the present admission of the State than by its rejection."48 

They also noted that there were probably not more than 100 
to 150 colored men in Colorado at that time. 

In this memorial there was an obvious contradiction. First, 
the memorialists declared that none of the Negro's rights in
cluding suffrage had, in any way, been restricted. They then 
state that for this (the Negro rights) and all other provisions 
the Constitution could be amended and finally concluded that 
the Negro's privileges could be better secured by the admission 
of Colorado to statehood than by rejection. The Constitution 
definitely restricted the Negro from voting and the decision 
of the voters in 1865 was certainly not an indication that the 
status statehood would change the Constitution in that respect. 

The Constitution of 1865 did not bar Negroes from public 
schools. It did, however, exclude the Negro from voting. Sen
ator Sumner found this to be inconsistent with a republican 
form of government and with the Declaration of Independence 
which was stipulated in the Enabling Act.49 Sumner quoted 
the section on suffrage in the proposed State Constitution and 
challenged "a reply from any Senator" on th e floor "that such 
a Constitution does not comply with th e requirements."5o The 
Senator opposed recognizing the Constitution as republican in 
form unless amended so that it migh t not take effect "except 
upon the fundamental condition" that there would be "no de-

45 Congression a l G lobe, First Ses•ion, 39th Congress, p. 1327. 
46 S t a te D epartment Territorial Papers, Colorado Series, Vol. I, Jtem 78. 
:; f t t:p ressional G lobe, F irst Session, 39th Congress, p . 1327. 
4 9 Con gressional Globe, First Se"sion, 3~th <'ongreEs, p. 1328. 
>o Ibid., p. 1 329. 
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nial of the elective franchise or any other rights, on account 
of color or race."51 At the time Congress acted on the Enabling 
Act for Colorado its Territorial laws granted the Negro the 
right to vote and the Senate had presumed that the same 
conditions would exist under statehood. The unamended bill 
for Colorado's admission to the Union was rejected in the 
Senate by a vote of 14 to 21 on March 13, 1866.52 The amended 
bill was rejected, 7 to 27, on April 25, 1866.53 

The national Congress was attempting to legislate Negro 
suffrage into Colorado at a time when nineteen of the free 
states excluded the Negro from the right to vote. 

The third reading of the Colorado Statehood bill came be
fore the House on May 3, 1866. An amendment to strike the 
word "white" was defeated and the unamended bill passed the 
House that day.54 Senate Bill S. 462, "Colorado Statehood," was 
amended January 9, 1867, as follows: 

"That this Act shall take affect with the fundamental and 
perpetual condition that within said State of Colorado there 
shall be no abridgement or denial of the exercise of the elec
tive franchise or any other right to any person by reason of 
race or color, excepting Indians not taxed."55 

On that same day the Organic Acts for the Territories of 
Nebraska, Colorado, Dakota, Montana, Washington, Idaho, Ari
zona, Utah, and New Mexico were amended, that no citizen 
of the United States could be denied the right to vote.56 

Senate debates on whether or not Congress could impose 
Negro suffrage-or any other kind-on a new State such as 
Colorado or Nebraska, perhaps laid the groundwork for re
quiring the seceded states to ratify the Fourteenth, and later 
the Fifteenth Amendment before admission to the Union. The 
decision that Congress could legislate Negro suffrage into the 
new territories by making it a prerequisite to admission was 
in no manner inconsistent with the Radical's reconstruction 
program. Introducing such requirements in territories with 
insignificant colored populations, insured the success of the 
program and established valuable precedent. The Civil Rights 
Act of April 9, 1866, had made the Negro a citizen of the United 
States by Act of Congress. This was legalized by the ratifica
tion of the Fourteenth Amendment, July 28, 1868. This two
year period saw a bitter controversy between the President 
and Congress. The latter body successfully exerted its will 

"Ibirl. 
.. lbi<l .. p . 1365. 
.. lbi<l .. p . 2108. 
•• Congressionctl Globe. First Se~Rion, 39th Congr ess, p. 2373. 
••Congressiona l Globe. Second Session, 39th Congress, p. 360. 
56 l bi<l., p. 365. 
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over the former. The nature of the controversy was basically 
a political question, with a Democratic President supporting 
the rights of the seceded states to legislate for themselves, and 
a Republican Congress determined to dictate its will to a van
quished foe. 

The Johnson-appointed governor of Colorado, Alexander 
Cummings, and the party he represented came under the con
demnation of the Republican press in the Territory. The News 
editorialized that if the people were to follow Cummings and 
the Democratic party, they would within six months, 

"find themselves in the same position that the colored citizens, 
on account of the same policy, now occupy, the most ashamed 
set of individuals that ever existed."57 

A reply from the colored citizens of the city denied they were 
the tools of Cummings and stated they doubted that their rights 
were any safer in the hands of a party who believed them such 
fools, than in the hands of the Democrats.58 

The criticism of Cummings an_d Negro rights grew more 
heated. The Governor was described as the friend and supporter 
of Johnson's program; a would-be leader of the copperheads; 
and a "Moses to the colored citizens of the Territory, ... by 
opposing any measure which does not give them the fullest 
rights of citizenship .... "59 

State Republican opposition to Negro rights in Colorado at 
a time when the national party was the champion of such 
rights is difficult to explain. The answer is perhaps more in 
political opposition than in Negro suffrage. Whatever Cum
mings favored the local Republicans opposed with vengeance. 
To them " ... a more dishonest man, politically, morally, 
socially, and we believe financially," did not exist.60 The local 
opposition faded rapidly with the shift of politics. The amend
ed Statehood Bill and Organic Act forecast the immediate 
recognitio:i of the Negro to the rights of citizens and within 
four months the News was applauding "impartial suffrage" 
as an established fact. 61 The Negroes were voting; some with 
"fear and trembling" but most with a "manly demeanor." Dis
covering no opposition at the polls to their exercise of the 
franchise, 

. .. a gleam of pleasure would spread over their swarthy faces, 
and for the first time, a realization that they w ere recognized 
human beings, possessing rights in common with the rest of 
humanity, enabled them to walk away w ith that calm, quiet 
dignity that every man should possess.62 

5 7 R ocky ll lon ntcii n News (Weekly) l\'ovemh<-r 22, 1866. 
58 R ock y llJounta in News C'N eek ly), Non•mher 2X, 1866. 
59 Ib i d. , January 23, 1867. 
60 Ibi d. 
6 1 R oc k y llJountain N ews ( \:'l' eek ly), .\ prll J, 1 ~ti7 
6 2 Ib id. 
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Why should there be any opposition since only one hundred 
and twenty or thirty Negroes voted ?63 There were only some 
three hundred Negroes in Colorado in 1870, and certainly not 
more than one-half of these could have voted. 

The Negroes in Colorado were a distinct minority. They 
came as both free men and slaves, and found a variety of 
occupations and opportunities awaiting them. Some of the 
frontier individualism became a part of their life. The fact 
that many a free Negro came to territories like Colorado speaks 
for initiative and individualism. They proved to be active, dili
gent and intelligent members of the frontier community. Lo
cally they were well treated and their legal status was as good 
as could be found anywhere in the nation and better than 
most places. Not until the closing phases of the Civil War and 
the beginning of Reconstruction did the colored people of 
Colorado become an issue of public concern. This was not due 
to an increase in southern sympathies nor in defense of a white 
minority. The Negro and his rights became a pawn in local 
politics for statehood and national politics for Reconstruction. 

First Colorado Republicans, then, in 1865, both parties, Re
publicans and Democrats, drew up Statehood Constitutions 
and enacted Territorial legislation which was discriminatory 
to the colored race. The only apparent reason for this was that 
it seemed consistent with legislation in the states and in other 
constitutions. There was no ill feeling toward the Negro locally, 
nor was he the object of social discrimination. A mild effort 
was made to create some social distinctions but this was of 
little success and appears more humorous than harmful. 

When the radical Republicans fell heir to the Congress they 
sought every opportunity to impose a new social order on the 
seceded "territories" and formed their format of legislation 
in the existing territories of the Federal government. The Con
gressional legislative program of racial equality began in the 
territories. Political fortunes shifted so fast in the years 1864-
1865 that Colorado's Statehood Constitution was out of step 
with the new order. There was no reason for Colorado to 
recognize Negro suffrage at a time when practically no one 
else did. To do so would have been "radical," and this was not 
popular in Colorado. Once the "radicals" were in control of 
the national government and the Reconstruction program un
derway, Colorado fell into line as the seceded territories were 
forced to. Colorado found this easy and accomplished the 
recognition of Negro rights almost voluntarily. 

(Note: Mr. M oth er sh ead s u b mitted t hree p ages of bib liograph y comprised of 
un publi s h ed a nd p ubli shed m ateri a ls .-Editor. 
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