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for a gift of 200 pesos to Ecueracapa and 100 pesos to Tosacon
data in appreciation of their services. 

The custom of establishing authority by the display of in
signia of rank did not drop into disuse when the strong hand of 
Anza no longer controlled Indian policy in New Mexico. Pike, in 
a letter to General Wilkinson from the Pawnee Republic, October 
2, 1806, gave an account of exchanging gifts and ceremonies with 
the chiefs of three hundred Osage. One of these chiefs, be stated, 
"Wore the grand Spanish medal. " 13 

In the document of 1810 referred to above we find evidence 
of a rather faithful preservation of Anza's formalities in raising 
one chief into control over the affairs of his entire nation. The 
translation of the document follows: 

''Sir Commandant General. 
[Marginal Note] 

''The Governor [of New Mexico], etc. gives notice of encoun
ters which the Yutas and Xicarillas14 had with the Comanches, 
Caiguas15 and Cuampes16 in which the Yuta general Mano Nfocha 
[Maimed Hand] was killed, and others of both nations; and says 
be has arranged suitably for the election of a general of the Yutas. 

* * * * * * * 
"In the mouth of October last [ 1809] there gathered in the 

neighborhoods of the towns of San Juan and Abiquiu some six 
hundred braves of the Yuta nation from the tribes of the General 
Mano Mocha, of Principal Indian Delgadito [The Small Lean One 
or possibly The Ingenious One], and The Coyote, Cuerna Ancha 
[Broad Horn], Dientecito [Dog Toothj, and other Indians of the 
type of the Payuchis1 7 who are found dispersed through the re
gions of Navajo, Ojo tlel Espiritu Santo [Spring of the Holy 
SpiritJ, and Cerro tle S. Antonio rHill of San Antonio] ; in which 
meeting they arranged to go 011 a buffalo hunt in union with the 
Xicarillas, to the Sierra de Almagre,1 8 which they actually did, 
setting out on the march for said range as soon as they had dis
cussed it. 

''In the month of this December I was informed by the Alcalde 
[mayor] of 'l'aos that said Yutas and Xicarillas being on the hunt 
were attacked by a band of Comanches, Caiguas and Cuampes who 

"Z. M. PikP, An Account of Expeditions lo the Soul'ces of the MissisSip?Ji 
""d through the Western Parts of J,ouisimw., <'IC (Phlla., 1810), Appendix to 
Part II, 48. 

"Early spelling of Jlcarillas. 
l 11Kiowas. 
18Probably Pawnee Republicans, Dr. L . R. TTafpn has concluded from his 

study of early Indians in Colorado. territory 
17Pah-Ures of present Utah state. 
18The Red Range, the Front Range In tl11• Colorado Springs region. Rio 

Almagre was the Spanish name for ""t Creek, branch of the 
Arkansas. 
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were met, also united, in the vicinity of the Rio Napestl,19 and al 
though the band of said Comanches and Caiguas was smaller than 
that of the Yutas-as the latter informed me later-by reason of 
those on horse having been divided from those on foot, there were 
killed the said General Mano Mocha, el Delgadito, el Albo [The 
White One], and a brother of Panenina and a brave, six being 
wounded; but that they brought a Comanche and a Cuampe to 
death, causing eighteen badly wounded among the Comanches and 
Cuampes. 

''As a result of the encounter referred to and its consequences, 
the Yutas developed resentment, complaining that although they 
were our friends we were friends of the Comanches and Caiguas, 
their irreconcilable enemies; the Principal Yuta, known as Coyote, 
intending for this reason-as this mayor and the Xicarillas in
formed me-to rise in rebellion together with the tribes of the 
Payuchis aforementioned. But having shown them, by means of 
the interpreter Manuel Mestas, that in addition to the fact that we 
never take part in their combats i11 emnity, we try in every way 
possible to prevent their being harmed when in ou1· territory, it 
being really impossible to accomplish this when war is carried on 
outside and vel'y distant from our settlements; they, convinced of 
their lack of reason by means of these reflections and others that 
seemed to me appropriate, were placated and refreshed, desisting 
from the project of rebelling and realizing their unfounded re
sentment. 

"Great loss and disadvantage respecting peace with the said 
nation results from the death of sa.itl General Mano Mocha, inas
much as he many times, through his powerful influence and good 
faith toward us, impeded the injuries and thefts which Yuta cupid
ity and greed have always planned to make in the Province even 
though there is peace. 

"As this offiee stands vacant through the death of said gen
eral, I have decided that tlte interpreter shall go to the encamp
ments of the Yutas to call the most outstanding ones to this city 
for me, where, with their consent, I shall select the one who seems 
to me most loyal and suitable for the position; and L shall turn 
over to him the medal , s1a.ff of office, and proper title to the encl 
that such may be observe<l, used and venerated by those of his 
nation. And on opportune occasion J shall give you due informa
tion and advice regarding this for your higher wisdom and ap
proval. 

''May God etc. 

"The Arkansas River. The meeting was probably near the foothllls, as the 
document was correctPd, after being first written, to show the encounter took 
place in the "Sierra." 
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''Santa Fe, March 21, 1810. 

"To Brigadier, Don Ncmesio Salcedo [Commandant General 
of the Interior Province, Chihuahua].'' 

The Yuta-Comanche peace established by Anza, which Thomas 
indicates lasted a full generation, had vanished by 1810, and his
tory was repeating itself in almost identical complaints on the 
part of the Yutas in regard to Spanish friendship with Comanches, 
the Yutas' bitter enemies, the policy of dealing with a unitecl 
nation through an outstanding and trustworthy chief had con
tinued on in full operation, however. 

.Almost a century after .Anza 's governorship the United States 
had found no better method of treating with the Utes aml holcl
ing them to their promises. In Chief Ouray, the American com
missioners and Indian agents found another Mano Mocha who 
negotiated universal peaee treaties and ''impeded injuries and 
thefts " which incl iv id uals a]l(l fact ions among t.lw lJtes planned 
against the whites despite iwacefu l agreements to eessions and 
regulatio11s which ate eve t· farther into the ancient home of the 
Utes and sappeu stre11gth from Ute charncter ancl customs through 
restriction and forced civilizatiou. 

Born at Taos of a J ica.rilla .Apache mother in 1833, Ouray 
spent his youth among the Mexicans as a sheepherder, later join
ing his ll te father's tribe in western Colorado. 20 Thus he com 
bined a11 understanding of liis rate with a knowledge of the Span~ 
ish language all cl. M cxican l nd ian policy. 'J'o the i11fluell(·e he had 
g·ainecl among his people as a result of prnwess and rrnown in 
his tribal life, he added a l'Olllj>l"Chension ol' tlic rate of the Rrd 
Man, always nrging cornplian<'e arnl s11Jm1ission as the least tragif• 
course for J1is 1rntio11, knowing J"nll wrll that. no whitt• invader 
would inteqnet. 11ativc resistHJH'.C in 1he Jight of patrioti<· ill'frnse 
of a11eient. rjgJ1ts arnl domai11 . F'or the service rPHd.ered the whites 
as a result of this pol icy, Ouray was rewarded with gifts and e:;teern 
even as Ecueracapa and. Mano Mocha hacl been houorPd. In tlw 
early years he was interpreter at. the Conejos Agency on a salary 
of $500 a year; in 1863 he gave service in negotiating a land ces
sion to the United States and establishing the Ute Reservation, 
later assisting in the distribution of supplies under the terms of the 
treaty; in 1867 he impeded the activities of Kaneache's war ?n the 
whites and gave warning to Fort Garlarn1. In 1868, at the time of 
:1 new treaty, this outstanding Ute of ihe American period was 
appointed head chief over the confeclnatP<1 1Ttes of Coloraclo al a 
salary of $1,000 a year. He was 11ot powerful enough to prevent 
the Meeker Massacre by the White Hivrr Utes in 1879, but he c1i<1 

c"'frvl ng IIowbert, 1'1dians of the PikP l'• ok N~gion. 
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cooprratr in thr relirf, inwstig-ation, and agreerucnt. t.o move the 
Utes [rorn thrir mountains to Utah.21 

fn 18!JO 1J11L one small rrsrrvat.ion of 1Ttrs rcm;iine<l in Colo
rado, hut rvrn there we find that. a heacl chic~ guided his people 
in wi8c1om in their <lcalings with the race winch had superseded 
them. 'l'hr t rihr8 of I ht> 8011 lhrrn I Jte,; who were lrft. undisturbed 
in Colorarlo wrrr tbP Capote, l\'i.uachi, ;md Wiminnchi, each with a 
chief, bnt one Igrnwio was hean rhief of all these tribes. The agent 
in 1890, D. l\feston, reportrd that Tgnaeio's influence and example 
were of the best. There, as ah;o in the rasr of Ouray, we find the 
Indian guiding his people away from white viees. " He discourages 
vices of every kind," thr agent. sta !Pn, "an([ e,;pecially says that. 
'he has no m;e for a TJtr who will fl rink. ' " 22 

With such rharacters ai;; Mano Morha, Ouray ann Ignacio re
corded for us, interrs(,c([ spec11la.tion arises as to others who have 
passed nnremarkN1 in thr imcerssion of Ute ehids who exercised 
tragic wisdom in urging friPnd,;hip with the white intruder. 

"HubPrt H. Bancroft, History of Nevada, Colorado ctnd Wyoming. 
'"Rrport 011 Iudian8 Taxed and not Taxed at the 11th Census (Department 

of the Interior), 227. 


