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‘‘Santa Fe, March 21, 1810.

“To Brigadier, Don Nemesio Salcedo [Commandant General
of the Interior Province, Chihuahua].”’

The Yuta-Comanche peace established by Anza, which Thomas
indicates lasted a full generation, had vanished by 1810, and his-
tory was repeating itself in almost identical complaints on the
part of the Yutas in regard to Spanish friendship with Comanches,
the Yutas’ bitter enemies, the policy of dealing with a united
nation through an outstanding and trustworthy chief had con-
tinued on in full operation, however.

Almost a century after Anza’s governorship the United States
had found no better method of treating with the Utes and hold-
ing them to their promises. In Chief Ouray, the American com-
missioners and Indian agents found another Mano Mocha who
negotiated universal peace treaties and ‘‘impeded injuries and
thefts’” which individuals and factions among the Utes planned
against the whites despite peaceful agreements to cessions and
regulations which ate ever farther into the ancient home of the
Utes and sapped strength from Ute character and customs through
restriction and forced eivilization.

Born at Taos of a Jicarilla Apache mother in 1833, Ouray
spent his youth among the Mexicans as a sheepherder, later join-
ing his Ute father’s tribe in western Colorado.*® Thus he com-
bined an understanding of his race with a knowledge of the Span-
ish language and Mexican Indian policy. To the influence he had
gained among his people as a result of prowess and renown in
his tribal life, he added a comprehension of the fate of the Red
Man, always urging compliance and submission as the least tragic
course for his nation, knowing full well that no white invader
would interpret native resistance in the light of patriotic defense
of ancient rights and domain. For the service rendered the whites
as a result of this poliey, Ouray was rewarded with gifts and esteem
even as Heueracapa and Mano Mocha had been honored. In the
early years he was interpreter at the Conejos Agency on a salary
of $500 a year; in 1863 he gave service in negotiating a land ces-
sion to the United States and establishing the Ute Reservation,
later assisting in the distribution of supplies under the terms of the
treaty ; in 1867 he impeded the activities of Kaneache’s war on the
whites and gave warning to Fort Garland. In 1868, at the time of
a new treaty, this outstanding Ute of the American period was
appointed head chief over the confederated Utes of Colorado at a
salary of $1,000 a year. He was not powerful enough to prevent
. the Meeker Massacre by the White River Utes in 1879, but he did

2Trving Howbert, Indians of the Pike's Peak Region.,
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cooperate in the relief, investigation, and agreement to move the
Utes from their mountains to Utah.* :

In 1890 but one small reservation of Utes remained in Colo-
rado, but even there we find that a head chief guided his people
in wisdom in their dealings with the race which had superseded
them. The tribes of the Southern Utes who were left undisturbed
in Colorado were the Capote, Muachi, and Wiminuchi, each with a
chief, but one Ignacio was head chief of all these tribes. The agent
in 1890, D. Meston, reported that Tgnacio’s influence and example
were of the best. There, as also in the case of Ouray, we find the
Indian guiding his people away from white vices. ‘‘He discourages
viees of every kind,”’ the agent stated, ‘‘and especially says that
‘he has no use for a Ute who will drink.” 7’??

With such characters as Mano Mocha, Ouray and Ignacio re-
corded for us, interested speculation arises as to others who have
passed unremarked in the succession of Ute chiefs who exercised

tragic wisdom in urging friendship with the white intruder.

“'Hubert H. Bancroft, History of Nevada, Colorado and Wyoming.
2Report on Indians Taxed and not Taxed at the 11th Census (Department
of the Interior), 227.




