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Our post-visit activity helps students reflect on and expand upon 
what they learned from their Western Work program. 

Students will read biographies about people from Colorado's past 
who influenced the industries they just explored. They will 
investigate what life would have been like back then and what their 
duties were. 

Objective:  Students become familiar with the industries of the 
Western Work program and pull out important facts from 
reading. 
3rd Grade Colorado Content Standards-History 2c, 2d; Reading 
1b, Writing 1d  
4th Grade Colorado Content Standards-History 2a, 2b; Reading 
1a, 1c, 2a; Writing 1a

Western Work: 
Industries of Colorado

1850 to Present 
Post-Visit Activities



K
A
T

E
 F

E
R

R
E
T

T
I

W
h
en

: 1891-1987
W

h
ere: D

enver, C
O

.
W

hy Im
portant: Ferretti w

as a fem
ale entrepreneur in th

e late-nineteenth
 century. Sh

e 
establish

ed a successful m
illinery business. B

y th
e 1940s, Ferretti w

as a nationally-know
n h

at 
m

aker. 

K
ate Ferretti w

as born in D
enver, C

olorado on January 3, 
1891. B

oth
 of h

er parents w
ere em

igrants from
 Italy. H

er 
fath

er w
as a granite cu

tter w
h

o fou
nd w

ork in D
enver, 

w
h

ere h
e h

elped to bu
ild th

e C
olorado State C

apitol 
B

u
ilding. H

er birth
 nam

e w
as H

enrietta M
alnati. W

h
en 

sh
e started th

e fi
rst grade, h

ow
ever, h

er broth
er told h

er 
teach

er th
at h

er nam
e w

as K
ate. T

h
e new

 nam
e stuck, 

and sh
e kept it th

rou
gh

ou
t h

er life.  

W
h

en sh
e w

as only 13 years old, K
ate left sch

ool and 
began w

orking. H
er fi

rst job w
as at th

e D
enver G

olden 
E

agle D
ry G

oods Store, w
h

ere sh
e m

ade $2 each
 w

eek. 
T

h
ere, sh

e w
as m

entored by M
adam

e Lily in th
e art of 

m
illinery, w

h
ich

 is th
e skill of m

aking h
ats. A

fter only tw
o 

years at th
e store, K

ate knew
 a lot abou

t h
ow

 to m
ake 

h
ats. N

ext, sh
e got a job at D

enver D
ry G

oods. Sh
e w

as 
so good at m

illinery th
at m

any people w
anted to buy 

h
er h

ats. A
fter a w

h
ile, sh

e began m
anu

factu
ring h

ats 
for th

e V
illa de Paris store, w

h
ich

 sold item
s to D

enver’s 
w

ealth
iest inh

abitants. It w
as at V

illa de Paris th
at K

ate 
m

et Jacob “Jack” Ferretti, w
h

om
 sh

e m
arried on A

pril 10, 
1917. K

ate left V
illa de Peris and gave birth

 to D
enver’s 

fi
rst set of triplets. 

N
ot content sim

ply to w
ork for oth

ers, K
ate establish

ed 
h

er ow
n m

illinery bu
siness. Sh

e began w
orking from

 

h
er h

om
e. Eventually, sh

e opened a sh
op in th

e N
orth

 
D

enver 
neigh

borh
ood 

of 
“Little 

Italy.” 
K

ate’s 
h

ats 
w

ere 
so 

popular 
th

at 
affl

uent 
w

om
en 

w
ould 

travel 
from

 C
apital H

ill to N
orth

 D
enver just to buy th

em
. 

A
ccording to legend, so m

any ch
auffeured cars stopped 

at K
ate Ferretti’s sh

op th
at som

eone once accused h
er 

of illegally selling alcoh
ol during Proh

ibition.  

K
ate’s business gave h

er th
e opportunity to travel far 

and w
ide. Tw

o tim
es each

 year, sh
e w

ent all th
e w

ay to 
Paris to purch

ase m
illinery m

aterials including a m
assive 

quantity of feath
ers. In addition to m

anufacturing h
er 

ow
n h

ats, K
ate took to purch

asing designer cloth
es 

from
 Paris and selling th

em
 from

 h
er sh

op in D
enver. 

K
ate also traveled to th

e states surrounding C
olorado 

in order to deliver h
er h

ats. Sh
e h

ad custom
ers in U

tah
, 

Texas, and N
ew

 M
exico. 

A
t th

e h
eigh

t of h
er career, K

ate em
ployed at least th

ree 
fulltim

e w
orkers. In addition, sh

e taugh
t th

e trade of 
m

illinery to h
er daugh

ter, A
nn. K

ate’s sons also h
elped 

out w
ith

 th
e business, taking care of th

e fi
nances. W

h
en 

K
ate retired in 1971, h

er ch
ildren took over running th

e 
sh

op. K
ate Ferretti w

as in h
er m

id-nineties w
h

en sh
e 

died in 1987. 

W
h
at m

ade K
ate Ferretti an

 
E

ntrepren
eur?

•
O

pportunistic
•

Self M
ade

•
H

ard W
orking

•
D

eterm
ined

•
Innovative

M
illinery E

ntrepreneur



Why did Kate Ferretti travel to Paris twice each 
year after she established her shop in North 
Denver?
________________________________________

________________________________________

How did Kate Ferretti learn the craft of millinery?
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Which nearby states did Kate Ferretti visit to 
deliver hats?
________________________________________

________________________________________

Pick one of the terms to the left to describe Kate 
Ferretti, and write a few sentences saying why 
you think this term describes her.
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

• Opportunistic
• Self Made
• Hard Working
• Determined
• Innovative

Kate Ferretti
Millinery Entrepreneur

Sources:
Noel, Thomas J. and Barbara S. Nor-
gren. Denver: The City Beautiful and its 
Architects, 1893-1941. Denver: Historic 
Denver, Inc., 1987, p.134.

Whistler, Nancy. Oral History Transcript 
1975 by Kate Ferretti. Denver Public 
Library, Western History and Genealogy 
Department.

https://historicdenver.org/wp-content/
uploads/2017/05/HDnews-Summer-
2015-Draft.pdf

Zahller, Alisa. Italy in Colorado: Fami-
ly Histories from Denver and Beyond. 
Virginia Beach: Donning Co. Publishers, 
2008.

Glossary:
Millinery: The trade of making hats
Manufacturing: The creation of products
Chauffeured: To be transported by a hired driver 
Prohibition: The United States Government’s illegalization of 
alcohol during the 1920s and early 1930s
Affluent: Wealthy



J. K
. M

U
L
L
E

N
W

h
en

: 1847-1929
W

h
ere: D

enver, C
O

.
W

hy Im
portant: J. K

. M
ullen w

as one of C
olorado’s m

ost successful entrepreneurs of th
e 

fl
ourm

ill industry and w
as a generous ph

ilanth
ropist. H

e founded th
e C

olorado M
illing and 

Elevator C
om

pany.

Joh
n K

ernan M
u

llen w
as born on Ju

ne 11, 1847, in Ireland. 
W

h
en h

e w
as nine, h

e and h
is fam

ily im
m

igrated to N
ew

 
York. For h

is fi
rst job, M

u
llen w

orked at th
e O

riskany Flour 
M

ill. T
h

ere, h
e learned h

ow
 to operate a m

ill. B
ecause h

e 
h

ad a strong w
ork eth

ic, M
u

llen w
on th

e respect of th
e 

m
ill’s ow

ner, w
h

o pu
t h

im
 in ch

arge of th
e m

ill w
h

en h
e 

w
as only tw

enty. 

M
u

llen fou
nd great su

ccess in th
e m

illing indu
stry. M

ill 
ow

ners respected h
im

 becau
se h

e w
as h

onest and h
e 

w
orked very h

ard. In 1870, M
u

llen m
oved to D

enver and 
got a job at a m

ill. H
e m

arried C
ath

erine Sm
ith

 on O
ctober 

12, 1874, and th
ey h

ad fi
ve dau

gh
ters. 

W
h

en M
u

llen w
as tw

enty-eigh
t years old, in 1875, h

e 
decided to open h

is ow
n fl

ou
rm

ill. W
ith

 th
e h

elp of a 
partner nam

ed T
h

eodore Seth
, h

e leased th
e old Star M

ill 
in north

ern D
enver. Eventu

ally, M
u

llen bou
gh

t Seth’s h
alf 

of th
e m

ill. H
e renam

ed it J. K
. M

u
llen and C

om
pany. O

ver 
th

e years th
at follow

ed, M
u

llen ran several fl
ourm

ills. 
In 1885 h

e organized th
e C

olorado M
illing and Elevator 

C
om

pany to oversee h
is m

any m
illing h

oldings. In addition, 
M

u
llen m

ade m
oney investing in land and cattle. B

ecause 
of h

is knack for bu
siness, h

e becam
e a m

illionaire.

A
lth

ou
gh

 M
u

llen m
ade a lot of m

oney, h
e also gave back 

to h
is com

m
unity by supporting m

any organizations. 
D

uring h
is tim

e in D
enver, M

ullen w
as one of th

e city’s 
m

ain ph
ilanth

ropists. H
e generously donated m

oney 
and land to h

elp oth
ers, both

 in C
olorado and elsew

h
ere. 

H
e gave m

oney to th
e D

iocese of D
enver. M

ullen also 
donated $500,000 to h

elp build a library at th
e C

ath
olic 

U
niversity of A

m
erica, and h

e created a fund th
at gave 

ten C
olorado m

en sch
olarsh

ips to attend th
e university 

each
 year. In addition, h

e donated land and a quarter 
m

illion dollars to build th
e J. K

. M
ullen H

om
e for th

e 
A

ged in D
enver. H

e also h
elped to fund St. C

ajetan’s 
C

ath
olic 

C
h

urch
 

and 
th

e 
Im

m
aculate 

C
onception 

C
ath

edral. In 1924, M
ullen establish

ed th
e Joh

n K
. and 

C
ath

erine S. M
ullen B

enevolent C
orporation. B

ecause 
of M

ullen’s support of th
e C

ath
olic C

h
urch

, th
e Pope 

knigh
ted h

im
 tw

o tim
es.

M
ullen 

and 
h

is 
w

ife 
w

anted 
to 

build 
a 

sch
ool 

for 
orph

aned boys. U
nfortunately, th

ey died before th
e 

sch
ool w

as com
pleted. H

ow
ever, in th

e early 1930s, th
eir 

ch
ildren fi

nish
ed it for th

em
. A

lth
ough

 th
e sch

ool th
at 

th
e M

ullen fam
ily founded began as an all-boys sch

ool, 
it eventually accepted girls too. N

ow
, it is J. K

. M
ullen 

H
igh

 Sch
ool. M

ullen died on A
ugust 9, 1929. H

e w
as 82 

years old. 

W
h
at m

ade J. K
. M

ullen
 an

 
E

ntrepren
eur?

•
O

pportunistic
•

Self M
ade

•
H

ard W
orking

•
D

eterm
ined

•
Innovative

•
C

om
m

unity M
inded

Flour Entrepreneur



What opportunities did J.K. Mullen seek out to 
become an owner of several businesses? 
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

How did J.K Mullen help his community?
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Pick one of the terms to the left, and write a few 
sentences describing how J. K. Mullen grew his 
business so rapidly.
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

 •  Opportunistic
 •  Self Made
 •  Hard Working
 •  Determined
 •  Innovative
 •  Community Minded

J. K. Mullen
Flour Entrepreneur



A
U

G
U

STA
 TA

B
O

R
W

h
en: 1833-1895

W
h

ere: D
enver, C

O
W

h
y Im

portant: A
ugusta successfully ran businesses, ow

ned real estate, and carefully 
m

anaged h
er m

oney at a tim
e w

h
en few

 w
om

en w
ere allow

ed to be involved in fi
nancial and 

business m
atters.

A
u

gu
sta L

ou
ise Pierce w

as born in M
aine on M

arch
 29, 

1833. O
n Janu

ary 31, 1857, sh
e m

arried a stone cutter 
nam

ed H
orace Tabor. T

h
e cou

ple m
oved to a sm

all tow
n 

in K
ansas and w

orked as farm
ers.

In 1859 H
orace, A

u
gu

sta, and th
eir son, M

axcy, m
oved 

again. T
h

is tim
e, th

e fam
ily m

ade C
olorado th

eir h
om

e. 
H

orace began m
ining for gold, and A

u
gu

sta earned m
oney 

w
ash

ing lau
ndry and cooking for m

iners. Living in O
ro 

C
ity, th

e Tabors started a grocery store w
h

ere A
u

gusta 
w

orked. H
orace w

as doing w
ell as a m

iner, bu
t h

e w
anted 

to earn an even better living. In h
opes of doing so, h

e 
m

oved th
e fam

ily to L
eadville. T

h
ere, H

orace becam
e th

e 
tow

n’s postm
aster, and th

e Tabor fam
ily started a new

 
store.

In 1878, after th
e Tabors h

ad lived in C
olorado for alm

ost 
tw

enty years, H
orace offered to equ

ip tw
o m

iners w
ith

 
su

pplies in exch
ange for one th

ird of th
eir m

ining profi
t. 

To H
orace’s great lu

ck, th
e m

iners stru
ck a vein of silver 

th
at produ

ced $10,000 every day! T
h

e Tabors becam
e very 

w
ealth

y, bu
t H

orace spent h
is m

oney qu
ickly. A

 natural 
entrepreneu

r, A
u

gu
sta h

ad a good sense of fi
nances. Sh

e 
w

anted h
im

 to save th
e m

oney. T
h

is cau
sed th

e cou
ple to 

argu
e. H

orace kept spending m
oney. A

fter h
e w

as elected 
lieu

tenant governor in 1878, H
orace spent $40,000 on a 

tw
enty-room

 m
ansion in D

enver for th
e fam

ily.

A
ugusta w

as a h
uge supporter of com

m
unity ch

arities 
and civic projects. Sh

e h
osted fund-raising events in 

h
er h

ouse and w
as a dedicated supporter of th

e Pioneer 
L

adies A
id Society. A

ugusta also donated a lot of m
oney 

to build a new
 U

nitarian ch
urch

 in D
enver. 

A
s tim

e w
ent on, A

ugusta and H
orace continued to 

argue about m
oney. In 1883 th

e couple divorced. A
fter 

h
er m

arriage ended, A
ugusta rem

ained in th
e m

ansion 
and m

ade m
oney by boarding people. Sh

e som
etim

es 
boarded as m

any as fourteen people at a tim
e. In addition, 

A
ugusta Tabor ow

ned real estate.

A
fter A

ugusta and H
orace parted w

ays, H
orace Tabor 

lost 
h

is 
fortune 

in 
th

e 
1893 

Silver 
C

rash
. 

H
ow

ever, 
A

ugusta 
rem

ained 
w

ealth
y 

because 
of 

h
er 

careful 
investm

ents and good business practices. Sh
e w

as one 
of th

e rich
est entrepreneurs in D

enver! T
h

is w
as quite 

an accom
plish

m
ent because it w

as unusual for w
om

en 
of A

ugusta’s tim
e to act as entrepreneurs. W

om
en w

ere 
often excluded from

 business m
atters.

In 1894, A
ugusta m

oved to Pasadena, C
alifornia. Sh

e 
died a year later and w

as buried at th
e R

iverside Pioneer 
C

em
etery in D

enver. B
ecause sh

e h
ad been a successful 

business person, sh
e left h

er son an inh
eritance th

at w
as 

w
orth

 m
ore th

an h
alf a m

illion dollars.

W
h
at m

ade A
ugusta Tabor 

an
 E

ntrepren
eur?

•
O

pportu
nistic

•
H

ard W
orking

•
D

eterm
ined

•
Innovative

•
C

om
m

unity M
inded

•
T

h
rifty

M
ining Entrepreneu

r



How did working and saving money help Augusta 
Tabor to remain financially successful? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

What examples did you read that Augusta Tabor 
was generous with her profits from business? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Pick one of the terms to the left to describe 
Augusta Tabor and write a few sentences saying 
why you think this term describes her.

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

• Opportunistic
• Hard Working
• Determined
• Innovative
• Community Minded
• Thrifty

Augusta Tabor
Mining Entrepreneur

Sources:
http://www.cogreatwomen.org/project/
augusta-pierce-tabor/

https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/arti-
cle/horace-tabor

https://www.coloradovirtuallibrary.org/
digital-colorado/colorado-histories/
boom-years/horace-tabor-the-silver-
king/



W
IL

L
IA

M
 C

. M
A

D
D

O
X

W
h

en: 186
6

-1942
W

h
ere: B

orn in M
issou

ri and m
oved to C

olorado 
W

h
y Im

portant: W
illiam

 C
. M

addox w
as th

e founder of th
e M

addox Ice C
om

pany w
h

ich
 

m
anu

factu
red ice in tw

o large ice ponds in Sh
aw

nee, C
olorado. T

h
e M

addox Ice C
om

pany 
h

elped to su
pply D

enver’s citizens w
ith

 ice until 1983, decades after W
illiam

’s death
 in 1942.

W
illiam

 C
lay M

addox w
as born in M

issou
ri in 186

6. In 
1902 h

e traveled to C
olorado in search

 of land w
h

ere h
e 

cou
ld bu

ild lakes to m
anu

factu
re ice. T

h
e cold w

inters 
in th

e m
ou

ntains of C
olorado provided great conditions 

for ice m
aking. M

addox needed land th
at w

as close to 
a su

pply of clean w
ater. H

e also needed a location w
ith

 
access to a railroad, so h

e cou
ld sh

ip h
is ice h

arvest to h
is 

cu
stom

ers. In Sh
aw

nee, C
olorado, h

e fou
nd both

.

M
addox 

bou
gh

t 
320 

acres 
of 

land 
for 

$3,500. 
T

h
en, 

h
e bu

ilt tw
o h

u
ge ice ponds. M

addox’s ice enterprise 
em

ployed over 200 people each
 w

inter. Som
e of th

ese 
w

orkers cu
t ice straigh

t from
 th

e ice ponds and loaded 
it onto trains th

at carried it to D
enver. In th

e city, oth
er 

em
ployees w

orked in th
e com

pany’s w
areh

ou
ses and 

delivered ice to cu
stom

ers. 

T
h

e 
M

addox 
Ice 

C
om

pany 
w

as 
very 

m
u

ch
 

a 
fam

ily 
bu

siness. Som
e of th

e early ph
otos of th

e com
pany’s 

operations at Sh
aw

nee sh
ow

 W
illiam

 and h
is son, E

arl, 
cu

tting ice w
ith

 a h
orse-draw

n saw
. W

illiam
’s w

ife, H
ilda 

J. M
addox, also played an im

portant role in th
e fam

ily 
bu

siness. E
ach

 day, sh
e served th

ree m
eals to th

e ice 
crew

s. In h
onor of h

er h
elp, W

illiam
 h

ad H
ilda’s initials 

printed on th
e early ice w

agons.

M
aking ice w

as a com
plicated process. Every year th

e 
ice h

arvest w
ould begin in D

ecem
ber, and it w

ould last 
until M

arch
 or A

pril. A
t th

e beginning of th
e season, 

w
orkers w

ould rem
ove debris from

 th
e surface of th

e 
ice ponds in order to m

ake sure th
e ice w

as clean. A
fter 

th
e lakes h

ad frozen, th
e w

orkers w
ould cut th

e ice 
into large blocks w

ith
 pow

erful saw
s. O

ne of th
ese saw

s 
w

as six feet long! N
ext, th

ey w
ould load th

e ice onto 
a train and sh

ip it to D
enver, w

h
ere th

ey w
ould store 

it in w
areh

ouses next to th
e M

addox fam
ily’s h

om
e on 

A
lcott Street. To insulate th

e ice, th
e em

ployees w
ould 

cover it in saw
dust. Every m

orning, w
orkers w

ould w
ash

 
th

e saw
dust off of th

e ice at th
e w

areh
ouses. T

h
en, th

ey 
w

ould use h
orse-draw

n w
agons to deliver th

e ice to 
grateful custom

ers th
rough

out D
enver. 

In th
e late 1930s a couple of events caused th

e M
addox 

Ice C
om

pany to struggle. First th
e C

olorado &
 South

ern 
narrow

-gauge railroad w
ent out of business, giving th

e 
M

addox C
om

pany no w
ay to sh

ip its ice to D
enver. 

T
h

en, in 1938, electric refrigerators began to replace 
ice boxes as th

e standard m
eans of keeping food cold. 

A
lth

ough
 th

e com
pany stopped m

anufacturing ice in its 
ice ponds, it continued to package ice until 1983, over 
40 years after W

illiam
 died in 1942.

W
h
at m

ade W
illiam

 C
. 

M
addox an

 E
ntrepren

eur?

 
 

•  O
pportunistic

 
•  H

ard W
orking

 
•  D

eterm
ined

 
•  Innovative

 

 

Ice Entrepreneur



How did the Maddox Ice Company keep its ice 
cold after harvesting it?

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

What did Hilda J. Maddox do to help out with the 
family business?

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Why was Shawnee a good place to manufacture ice?

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Pick one of the terms to the left to describe 
William Maddox and write a sentence describing 
why you think it describes him.
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

• Opportunistic
• Hard Working
• Determined
• Innovative

William C. Maddox
Ice Entrepreneur

Sources:
http://www.fairy-lamp.com/PCHS/Maddox_
Ice_0216013.html

http://www.theflume.com/news/article_59f-
0c3ce-5f3b-11e1-9656-0019bb30f31a.html

https://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/
cgi-bin/colorado?a=d&d=THD18990602.2.70#

http://www.denverpost.com/2006/03/01/stu-
dents-schooled-on-polish-finesse-2/

Glossary:
Enterprise: A business or company
Insulate: To wrap something in a 
protective material



C
L

A
R

A
 B

R
O

W
N

W
h

en: 1800-1885
W

h
ere: B

orn in V
irginia and m

oved to C
olorado.

W
h

y Im
portant: C

lara B
row

n w
as a pioneer, th

e fi
rst A

frican A
m

erican w
om

an in D
enver, a 

su
ccessfu

l bu
sinessperson, a com

m
u

nity leader, and a ph
ilanth

ropist.

In 1800 C
lara B

row
n w

as born into slavery in V
irginia. 

W
h

en sh
e w

as eigh
teen, sh

e m
arried. C

lara and h
er 

h
u

sband h
ad fou

r ch
ildren. In 1835 h

er fam
ily w

as ripped 
apart w

h
en sh

e, h
er h

u
sband, and th

eir ch
ildren w

ere 
sold to different people across th

e cou
ntry. W

h
en C

lara 
w

as fi
fty-six, sh

e w
as freed. Sh

e decided to travel w
est in 

search
 of h

er lost dau
gh

ter, E
liza Jane. C

lara w
orked as a 

cook and a lau
ndress for a w

agon train. For eigh
t w

eeks, 
sh

e w
alked w

ith
 th

e w
agon train, reach

ing D
enver in 

1859. In D
enver, C

lara opened a lau
ndry bu

siness.

C
lara B

row
n arrived in D

enver du
ring th

e boom
 of th

e 
C

olorado G
old R

u
sh

. W
h

en sh
e did not fi

nd h
er daugh

ter 
in D

enver, sh
e h

eaded into th
e m

ou
ntains, w

h
ere sh

e 
set u

p a lau
ndry bu

siness in C
entral C

ity. H
er clients 

w
ere gold m

iners. C
lara also w

orked as a m
idw

ife and 
a cook. C

arefu
l w

ith
 h

er m
oney and h

ardw
orking, sh

e 
accu

m
u

lated w
ealth

. Sh
e u

sed h
er m

oney to grow
 h

er 
lau

ndry bu
siness and invested in new

 enterprises like 
real estate and m

ining claim
s. A

fter spending a few
 years 

in C
olorado, C

lara B
row

n h
ad accu

m
u

lated $10,000 in 
savings! C

lara w
as a sm

art bu
siness person. R

eportedly, 
sh

e ow
ned h

ou
ses in C

entral C
ity and bu

ilding lots in 
D

enver. Sh
e also ow

ned m
ines in B

ou
lder, G

eorgetow
n, 

and Idah
o Springs.

C
lara B

row
n earned a repu

tation for offering em
otional 

support and fi
nancial h

elp to th
ose in need, regardless 

of religion or race. E
ager to give back to h

er com
m

unity, 
sh

e funded a ch
urch

, created a Sunday sch
ool, and 

nursed th
e sick. C

lara offered th
e use of h

er h
ouse as a 

h
ospital, h

otel, and place of w
orsh

ip.

A
fter th

e C
ivil W

ar, C
lara B

row
n sold h

er assets and 
m

ade h
er w

ay to K
entucky in search

 of h
er lost fam

ily. 
U

nfortunately, sh
e w

as unsuccessful in fi
nding th

em
. 

T
h

is didn’t stop h
er from

 h
elping oth

ers. C
lara donated 

h
er tim

e and m
oney to h

elp form
erly enslaved people to 

m
igrate to C

olorado.  

B
y th

e tim
e C

lara B
row

n w
as eigh

ty, h
er funds w

ere 
depleted because sh

e h
ad spent so m

uch
 m

oney looking 
for h

er fam
ily and h

elping oth
ers. U

nable to h
andle th

e 
h

igh
 altitude of C

entral C
ity, sh

e m
oved to D

enver and 
lived w

ith
 a friend.

C
lara B

row
n never stopped looking for Eliza Jane. In 1882 

sh
e found h

er! C
lara B

row
n died in h

er sleep th
ree years 

later. D
uring th

e tim
e of C

lara B
row

n’s life, w
om

en w
ere 

often dependent on th
eir h

usbands’ w
ealth

. B
ecause of 

h
er h

ard w
ork and th

rifty spending, C
lara B

row
n built a 

successful business and invested in m
any enterprises. 

N
ot only did sh

e accum
ulate a lot of m

oney, but sh
e 

generously donated to ch
arities.

W
h
at m

ade C
lara B

row
n
 an

 
E

ntrepren
eur?

•
O

pportunistic
•

Self M
ade

•
H

ar d W
orking

•
D

eterm
ined

•
Innovative

•
C

om
m

unity M
inded

•
Str ong L

eadersh
ip Skills

•
T

h
rifty

M
ining Entrepreneur



How was Clara Brown involved in the mining 
industry in Colorado?
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

What philanthropic causes did Clara Brown 
support?
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

How did Clara Brown make her way to Colorado 
for the first time? 
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Pick one of the terms to the left to describe Clara 
Brown and write a few sentences saying why you 
think this term describes her.
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

 •  Opportunistic
 •  Self Made
 •  Hard Working
 •  Determined
 •  Innovative
 •  Community Minded
 •  Strong Leadership Skills
 •  Thrifty 

Clara Brown
Mining Entrepreneur

Sources:
http://www.womenhistoryblog.
com/2015/03/clara-brown.html

http://exhibits.historycolorado.
org/lincolnhills/lincoln_home.
html 

https://www.coloradovirtualli-
brary.org/digital-colorado/colo-
rado-histories/beginnings/clara-
brown-angel-of-the-rockies/



JO
H

N
 F

R
A

N
C

IS C
A

M
P

IO
N

W
h
en

: 1
8

4
9-1

9
1

6

W
h
ere: B

orn in C
anada, lived in C

alifornia and N
evada, settled in C

olorado.
W

hy Im
portant: C

am
pion fou

nded th
e C

olorado M
useum

 of N
atural H

istory, w
h

ich
 is now

 
th

e D
enver M

u
seu

m
 of N

atu
re &

 Science. H
e also contributed to m

any oth
er com

m
unity 

organizations.

Joh
n Francis C

am
pion w

as born in C
anada in 1849. 

H
is fam

ily m
oved to C

alifornia w
h

en h
e w

as fourteen. 
W

h
en h

e w
as seventeen, C

am
pion ran aw

ay from
 h

om
e 

and dropped ou
t of sch

ool to fi
gh

t in th
e C

ivil W
ar and 

enlisted in th
e navy. A

fter th
e w

ar, C
am

pion discovered 
th

e fi
rst of m

any su
ccessfu

l silver m
ines in N

evada at 
th

e you
ng age of tw

enty.

In 1879 C
am

pion m
oved to L

eadville, C
olorado w

h
ere 

h
e h

oped to fi
nd m

ore silver. O
ver th

e next ten years, 
C

am
pion pu

rch
ased m

any m
ines and started th

e Iron 
H

ill 
C

onsolidated 
M

ining 
C

om
pany. 

B
u

t 
h

e 
didn’t 

ju
st fi

nd silver in L
eadville. Tw

o of C
am

pion’s m
ines 

contained 
large 

am
ou

nts 
of 

gold. 
T

h
is 

set 
off 

th
e 

“L
eadville G

old B
elt” ru

sh
! C

am
pion continu

ed to fi
nd 

gold in B
reckenridge and along th

e “L
eadville G

old B
elt,” 

m
aking h

im
 extrem

ely w
ealth

y.

C
am

pion m
ade h

is second fortu
ne from

 su
gar beets. 

H
e and bu

siness person C
h

arles B
oettch

er started th
e 

G
reat W

estern Su
gar C

om
pany and brou

gh
t su

gar beets 
to C

olorado. C
am

pion also co-fou
nded th

e Ideal C
em

ent 
C

om
pany. A

nd h
e w

as a co-ow
ner of th

e L
eadville Ligh

t 
and Pow

er C
om

pany.

C
am

pion w
as not only a successful business person; h

e 
w

as also an im
portant com

m
unity leader in C

olorado. 
H

e w
as a leader in th

e D
enver N

orthw
estern Pacifi

c 
R

ailw
ay, 

th
e 

D
enver 

N
ational 

B
ank, 

th
e 

B
ig 

H
orn 

L
and and C

attle C
om

pany, th
e M

unicipal A
rt L

eague 
of D

enver, and th
e D

enver C
h

am
ber of C

om
m

erce. 
H

e also donated m
oney to h

elp build th
e C

ath
edral 

B
asilica of Im

m
aculate C

onception in D
enver.

C
am

pion 
is 

probably 
best 

know
n 

for 
being 

a 
big 

prom
oter and organizer of th

e C
olorado M

useum
 of 

N
atural H

istory. H
e served as th

e fi
rst president of 

its B
oard of Trustees. T

h
e M

useum
 h

as been around 
for over a h

undred years and is now
 called th

e D
enver 

M
useum

 of N
ature &

 Science. T
h

e 6
00-piece gold 

collection th
at C

am
pion donated is still on display 

today.

C
am

pion m
arried N

ellie M
. D

aly in 1895, and th
ey h

ad 
four ch

ildren togeth
er. C

am
pion died in 1916

 at th
e 

age of 6
8. T

h
e com

m
unity of C

am
pion near L

oveland, 
C

olorado is nam
ed after h

im
. A

lso, th
e bell in th

e 
east tow

er of th
e C

ath
edral B

asilica of Im
m

aculate 
C

onception is dedicated to C
am

pion.

W
h
at m

ade Joh
n
 F. C

am
pion

 an
 

E
ntrepren

eur?

•
O

pportunistic
•

Str ong L
eadersh

ip Skills
•

H
ar d W

orking
•

D
eterm

ined
•

Innovative
•

C
om

m
unity M

inded

Su
gar B

eet Entrepreneur



•  Opportunistic
•  Self Made
•  Hard Working
•  Determined
•  Innovative
•  Community  
   Minded

John Francis Campion
Sugar Beet Entrepreneur

What two industries was John Francis Campion 
involved in? 
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

What natural resources did John Francis Campion 
use in his industries?
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Pick one of the terms to the left to describe John 
Francis Campion and write a few sentences saying 

why you think this term describes him.
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________



C
H

A
R

L
E

S B
O

E
T

T
C

H
E

R
W

h
en: 1852-1948

W
h

ere: B
orn in G

erm
any, m

oved fi
rst to W

yom
ing, th

en to D
enver.

W
h

y Im
portant: B

oettch
er w

as an im
portant D

enver business person and scion of th
e 

B
oettch

er Fam
ily w

h
ose foundation gives m

illions to C
olorado civic projects.

C
h

arles B
oettch

er w
as born in K

olleda, G
erm

any in 1852. 
H

e w
as only 17 years old w

h
en h

e left h
is birth

 cou
ntry and 

im
m

igrated to th
e U

.S. in 186
9. O

nce in A
m

erica, C
h

arles 
traveled to W

yom
ing. H

e ch
ose to m

ove th
ere becau

se h
is 

broth
er, H

erm
an, already lived th

ere. C
h

arles got a job in 
th

e sam
e h

ardw
are store w

h
ere H

erm
an w

orked. T
h

e job 
paid tw

o dollars per w
eek. In 1874 C

h
arles m

arried Fannie 
A

u
gu

sta C
ow

an. T
h

e cou
ple h

ad tw
o ch

ildren.

Eventu
ally, H

erm
an w

as able to bu
y th

e h
ardw

are store. 
H

e pu
t C

h
arles in ch

arge of ru
nning it. H

erm
an decided to 

m
ove to C

olorado becau
se h

e w
anted to open stores th

ere. 
C

h
arles w

ent w
ith

 h
im

. B
efore long, th

e broth
ers ow

ned 
a ch

ain of stores in C
olorado. C

h
arles and H

erm
an sold 

equ
ipm

ent to m
iners w

h
o h

oped to m
ake th

eir fortu
nes in 

C
olorado’s m

ou
ntains. 

C
h

arles w
anted to do m

ore th
an ow

n h
ardw

are stores, 
so h

e fou
nded several m

anu
factu

ring bu
sinesses. O

ne 
of 

th
ese 

bu
sinesses 

m
ade 

blasting 
pow

der. 
T

h
is 

w
as 

a su
bstance th

at people u
sed to blast rock in order to 

bu
ild m

ines and tu
nnels. C

h
arles also fou

nded an electric 
com

pany 
and 

a 
cem

ent 
com

pany. 
C

h
arles 

h
ad 

m
any 

different bu
siness interests. O

ver th
e cou

rse of h
is career, 

h
e invested in m

eat packing, a railroad, life insu
rance, 

banking, real estate, ranch
ing, and su

gar beets. 

A
fter th

e Panic of 1893, C
h

arles and Fanny traveled 
to Europe for six m

onth
s. W

h
ile in G

erm
any, C

h
arles 

observed th
e country’s successful sugar beet industry. 

B
ecause h

e w
as alw

ays looking for new
 w

ays to m
ake 

m
oney, C

h
arles bough

t som
e h

igh
-quality sugar beet 

seeds 
and 

brough
t 

th
em

 
back 

to 
C

olorado. 
C

h
arles 

noticed th
at C

olorado’s existing sugar beet industry w
as 

struggling. H
e believed th

e reason w
as th

at C
olorado’s 

sugar beet farm
ers needed m

oney so th
ey could build 

factories and process th
e sugar. W

h
en C

h
arles returned 

to C
olorado, after h

is trip to Europe, h
e developed th

e 
G

reat W
estern Sugar C

om
pany.

T
h

e B
oettch

ers becam
e very w

ealth
y. C

h
arles’s son, 

C
laude, benefi

tted from
 h

is fath
er’s great success in 

business. 
Togeth

er, 
C

h
arles 

and 
C

laude 
bough

t 
th

e 
B

row
n Palace H

otel in 1922. Eventually, C
laude bough

t 
one of th

e nicest m
ansions in D

enver. A
fter C

laude and 
h

is w
ife died in th

e 1950s, th
ey donated th

e m
ansion to 

th
e state of C

olorado. N
ow

, it is th
e G

overnor’s M
ansion! 

N
ear th

e end of C
h

arles’s life, h
e and C

laude establish
ed 

a 
ph

ilanth
ropic 

organization 
called 

th
e 

B
oettch

er 
Foundation. T

h
e foundation h

elped to fund m
ny cultural 

attractions in D
enver. It funded th

e B
oettch

er C
oncert 

H
all and even h

elped to support th
e D

enver B
otanic 

G
ardens. 

C
h

arles 
died 

in 
1948, 

but 
th

e 
B

oettch
er 

Foundation h
as continued to th

is day.

W
h
at m

ade C
h
arles 

B
oettch

er an
 E

ntrepren
eur?

•
O

pportunistic
•

H
ard W

orking
•

D
eterm

ined
•

Innovative
•

C
om

m
unity M

inded

Sugar B
eet E

ntrepreneur



How was Boettcher involved in the Sugar Beet 
Industry of Colorado?

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

How was Boettcher involved in the Mining 
Industry? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Pick one of the terms to the left to describe how 
Boettcher helped his community? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

• Opportunistic
• Hard Working
• Determined
• Innovative
• Community Minded

Charles Boettcher
Sugar Beet Entrepreneur

Sources:

http://www.boettcherfoundation.org/
download-file/?file_id=/wp-content/
uploads/2015/06/The-Boettcher-
Times-A-Colorado-Legacy.pdf




