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e WEDStEr was born in Marietta, Washington county,

» "W Sy 3 o . 3 A , _ i
phio. When jJust a young man, he worked as a cabin boy on a steam-

wat on the Ohio River, but this wasn't exciting enough to suit
yis tastes so 1n the summer of 1884, he started west in search of

and to become a cowboy, a wild and woolly cowboye.

at was his ambition, to get out in the wild west where men were
- ~ 91»" DT o

en and they rode horses, and drank whiskey and never did
Llse., After riding for days, it seemed, he finally got
ler, Nebraska, just eighteen miles east of Wray. His first
“A0ugnt was to get a job, so he went up to one of the saloons, and

“Uer 2 couple of pegs of whiskey asked the bartender where he

*0uld get & job riding herd on some cattle. After some thought,
": -??""‘?“1;3”‘:!1“ -

seitieman 1n guestion told him about a man out on the

“*iaree River, who had been in that morning looking for a cow-
“4+ This gentleman had said that he was going to Wray, andthen
"% home. Mr, Webster had never ridden a horse, but bought one
%0 Wray to see this man. He evidently didn't ride very
11 because Just as he was leaving town for Wray, he met Lee West,

=1 < -—

% of the 3 Bar - who asked him where he was going

'ﬁ-""I‘ 811t mas B - 3
. Aing West that he was going to Wray to get a job, Lee told
e o8 if he didn's BEt the job to come back to Haigler and he

Aebster arrived in Wray, then only a2 tent post-

@ depot ang : A3
. 8 section house’ but he conld not find the




wanted to see. The next day he
1e
8

went back to Haigler ang Lee
The trip fronm

Wray to Haigler was g very
tﬂiM§°ne for Mr. Webster as the day before was the first time

5 nis 1ife he had ever ridden, and as a result he

was verystiff
;4 SOTE. The first thing he haqg to do

was to break the horse

;pat the American Cattle Company, managed by West, had given to

hile They were all unbroken horseas and after being pitches off

qmerous times, he got one broken. He then picked out another,

wt his was one of those horses which are almost impossible to
xide, Every ranch in those days had a couple, which they let the
meephorns try. He really went for a ride that time, sailing
sirough the air just as if he could fly, but he finally met the
gound with a erack that about finished him with the desire to be
*cowboy. However, he had started so he had to finish, so after
i lumber of weeks he was able to ride a horse fairly well, and

thin g year was breaking horses for the fun of riding.




. buffalo € e e ‘
An o0ld buffalo hunter who was gne of Buffalo Bil]

Cody's
yas one of Mr. Webster
T.I?l>- _’n__ Ll ].\T‘ ea'x_)tel 'S })e-'::)t FT‘].(:'T'Id' lI' ‘jlr::1)'+“:|
LSl (%= Vi ™ Wwebns i'.a.-r‘
. welsh-were the me 1at
5 8ill elsh-were the men that showeq Jd. J. Pete
ot <_J-_r’

: survivors of the 1 A REsT “Te
th, survivor 0 the -.%eeuht-jj Isla nd I%]ﬁf,] =
_ Dy

Tucker,

where Beecher

1 wasg ¢ t-zl-o T‘.:" W S NC [y - .
| .jand was loca ed. Mr. Welsh and Buffalo Bil] huntead buffalo

+hoT ! -'3'_':'14 | f‘] llace I‘ic’] & Tr AT T - .
rpether ned ) nsas. Mr., Welsh worked for a number of

_ars for 0ld man Benkleman, over by St,

Francis, Kansas, then

1I:._=;rt»£=.'r,.c',-"-;'.Eaf-" and lived and worked for Mr. Webster on the latter's

raad D he Ardke - \ T : .
wpestead on the Arikaree. Mr. Webster's oldest son, W. W. Webster,

¢ D., Ph. D. of Greeley, Colorado, was named after Mr. Welsh,

i3 pame being William Welsh Webster:
'he last big cattle roundup was in the fall of 1887. The

umesteaders were taking all of the good land, which left the

wlemen without the large tracks of free grazing land, so they

- . 2 -
_.u"-.jﬂh
e Al S

¢ to move their herds to places where there were still

=1 square miles of free land. All of the big cattle outfits

L3he countr vy for miles got together and herded all of the cat-
W " ‘Ceether, and drove them to Haigler, where they were separ-

i T brands, and shipped, There for many days were three

le$x‘long trains in the town of Haigler, ready to haul the

<
»1 8 o+

"4t of the country. Most of the cattle were shipped to

:":‘ v

1 L & . &)
, 710, Arizona, Texas and Wyoming. The American Cattle
‘.f‘.'-a,"'.'?

© 9T the 3 Bar ranch shipped most of theirs to Wyoming

|
P;'tnﬁer the direction of Jim Lusk, who named Lusk, Wyoming,
ilw

"* 3 Bar rangh in Wyoming. Sheriff M, R. Lovell wes the

ts a4
. A of thﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁg gettling all disputes between the differs

| it f 1t 8.

This men was one of the witnesses at Mr. Jjebster's
"1

[

+ He Iltiﬁi. fﬁi? His last term in of fice went to Denver,
¢ worked ﬁim ity at one of the parks, until he died.




e dmerican Jattle Company left all of
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Fe shinned +h f B s :
_+ pf them, he Snipped them all to New Mexico.
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mile working 1or the o© Bar, Mr., Webster was under thre
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+ Poremen. namelv: Lee West Timmy Cras % S A :
werent 1orelicli, QIS ly: Lee West, Jimmy Gra Y, @nd Dan Fowell.
" . T o i a e Y4 4+ - ™ YV € AT oo . - .
R .. imerican Lana arlld attle «Ompany was a corp oration with
e Allws - LY T . el | v 4

- ¢ UoOrum as Fresident, and most of the stockholders living in

slapnd, Ohio. The Zolorado offices were in Denver, located in
s pew Tabor Building, and all the checks were sent to all of

RN | o~ o~ ' e 1 0T
81 employees ' there,

- S 5

¥ ™ ATTYNO

all ettln

rid of the horses, Mr. Webster homesteaded a
merter section of land on the bottom lands of the Arikaree River,
1ittle farming, just enough to feed his stock during

°T. e kept always some good horses, cattle, and other

~ieStock, so during the dry years of 1893 and 1894, he had 1lit-

S/Mrry about as he had plenty of water, and that with the
el hay he sut in the wvalley, he could live comfortably.
‘fter sixteen years of ranching on a small scale, he moved |
2y, ang started working for Amos Carl in the latter's hards=
'-‘-I‘E st

This however, didn't appeal to Mr. Webster so scon = |

| “*Ids he and Diok Mason went into the grocery and dry goods

Y Their first store was located in the 0dd Fellows' old

- g ! .
. Y ructure, They operafted their business there unt i1 the

. .
‘eli.ﬁ.ﬂs d . 1 k -~ 1 . 2 | .1 8 o 11_;1 ¥ -~
eclided to construet a new brick buildlng, &n
";C_‘h

rd Magon movad their stock of merchandise there Jusi

§ o~

“Was finished in 1915, They then took in a rartner,

[

“¥, who imvested $2500.00 in the business.

'R, ishater purchased MNr. Sox's part of L]

BB a] T8 ) =

‘“ister Snd Maaon, 1In a few years, however, Hr. nobstod
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joped all cattle from that point--Ja)

He A man 1-;. .bl:w'lt.""' a g Mo o S s
Wi3E, .-,l’ll‘n. l""'“’ nebldoka, was named after g n old cat tleman
' 8 - s J L an.
™"h o <Myl 1-" “i_ .2'!_‘ 1 3 'T s m b AT & =) z = . - r
ne S04a nocel 1n ITay was . <0 S0l ‘
< v _ bullt h}f "aykjllLff: L G-rf]_]-3 thne man

awat killed buffalo for the men constructing the railroad H

ith Laffey Gllmore, an engineer graduate of an eastern university

<
- 2

leid out tne country, and surveyed it. They were

sible for Yiray being inhabited as they were real estate promoters
of & high degree,

l-known throughout Yuma County as Bat Eye Brown, \
S name from Harry Cox who thought it was cquite a joke;
“y Jrown's brand was Bs I. B, Mr. Cox when he first saw the

#8080, didn't know whose it was, and upon asking someone, got the

that it was B. I. Brown's brand. He promptly said

“. D, Thompson who owned a ranch north and east of Laird,
oragg,

oy "

1-‘ 4+ }a o
=

and who was oguite a character. He was one 4

1))

1)

ot

cattle rustlers, and is supposed to have killed more than

o wo disant and
.n. I not, he got rid of some men Who alisappeal 1

T - . when he was working at
® Never heard from sgainy Mr. Webster, whenl Us -~ :

B v wi+h a man named
lh?ry stable in Haigler in 1886, togethel with a maR

“ : ne aite of his ranch

ls’aﬂ-old buffalc hunter, took him out to the site ©

e ' i eep valley in
* The ranch house is located 1n & a .
“a

i

whieh there

" rad It was
cs ern 10]01\“'0'
“8tural lake, the largest in pnortheast

2 o
ln
J%a

W 1 € ¢ him out there,
* 1 location for a ranch., When they took hi

P

forgot their lunch which

|
.

’t early in the morning and

°0 & gounter in Forter's store in Haigler,
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3 Cter bein

~eadly with heart failure

T™hdece -T"‘,‘_‘"*\ Tan 1 o st L] 3 es . :
l Judge J0OIN Jennings, wno dled a number of years ago was an

cattleman. He brought a herd of cattle to Joloz

Y= vy - M ': {_ &l o bl o W o Ty ] £ -~ & | _ - 3
Taxas, OUL S0O1d them a year later and tered the saloon siness
in Haigler. He purchased the old Bon Ton Saloon, and with the
:1p of his brother-in-law whose father owned

a distilling

:stablishment in Ohio, he made a great deal of money. IHaigler

st that time was the toughest town along the Republican

i the Burlineton Railroad. Wray had a name similar to that
later on, but there was only one man killed in an argument, here.
2 was killed in = pool hall with a pilliard cue. A number of
281 were killed in BHaigler. Judge Jennings was the county judge
‘2 Tuma County from 1908 mntil 1916.

The two Reecks brothers were One of the first ones 1in the
DOt T sattle ranch on the south fork
intry, and they operated a small cattle
0F 4 try Benkleman operated in.
* the Republican river close to the countli
denk s tpied to get theMEEOIIeave
“Hisman disliked them and for years b--~
© Bver susceeded.

+ _affice 1 chelel
from a section house, canvas nost-ol11Ce,
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* Tsbster has seen Wray, Colorado, £TC
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OFFICE oF
THE ALumNi SECRETARY
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Mr. John T. fLearns
310 E. Third Street
Wray, Colorado

My dear Mr. Kearns:

Enclo
Frederick Henry Beecher.

I can adg but little information

He was 3 member of
Fraternity.

The only reference
him is "Phe Story of the

Bvts Br%g.;ﬁeneral_George A. Forgyth, U.S,A.,

Bnunsmcx, Maing

danuary 30, 1934

sed is a brief sketeh of

Other than this

the Psi Upsilon

I have found for
Soldiern by

PP« 206 seq., published by Appletons.. I

imagine this will give a

good account of the

Battle“éif%egéher Island, as General Forsyth

was inﬁqgg?gé.

ol

12 = Yours very truly,

g %ﬂ»&ﬂ{%'m“

Assistant




Frederick Henry Beecher

Frederick Henry Beecher, the son of Charles and Sarah

geland (Coffin) Beecher, was born June 22. 1841 in New Orleans, La.

jo was graduated from Bowdoin College in 1862, and received his

daster's Degree in 1865. He was mustered into the military service

{n the war immediately after graduating, was successively appointed

sergeant, second lieutenant and first lieutenant; was in the battles

of the Army of the Potomac from Fredericksburg, where he was severely
younded, to Gettysburg, where he was again wounded by a shell and
narrowly escaped with his life; was promoted to captain, but his
founds disabled him from acting in that capacity. On his recovery,
though maimed, he was commissioned first lieutenant Veteran Reserve
lorps, acting as adjutant general under General E. Whittlesey of the

freedmen' s Bureau; was appolnted second lieutenant of the United

ftates Army, was stationed on the frontier and was killed in Colorado

™ a scouting party by the Indians, September 18, 1868.
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sudge lIlrving 1., Barker came to ZJolorado from the Onsndaga

» home of the Onandaga Indians just three miles from Syracuse,

New York. He was born there and lived in that vieinity until he

moved tO Colorado. While there he went to Syracuse University re-

ceiving a diploma from the College of Liberal Azts and Sciences,

and after having been initiated into one of the foremost eastern

fraternities--ZETA PST

In the year, 1883, together with a man named J. H. Rosenkrans,
a 1ife-long friend of his, he started for Colorado. Rosenkrans,
however, had to stop at Rochester to visit some relatives and
friends and thus the two of them lost each other for some time.
lr. Barker made his way to Demver, and went up into the mining dis-
trict around Leadville which was then just starting to decline.
Por over a year he lived in the mountains, and then he met J. I,
Rosenkrans infbeﬂiﬁr ﬂﬂa‘*ﬁﬂﬁ*mﬁﬁh=h@§1ﬁﬁ Bbis ranch in northeastern

J-l"

,q:;
on the ranch, but

#% again. So he went

@m-a at Golden for




There were only five ranches on the Arikaree River in 1884 4 - ‘
e Marle i o a3 - o P R W !
when NT Barker was Tirst cut to Rosenkrans. When he came back

i 1893 there were five times that many .

From Haigler to Rosen= 4
yrans' ranch there were two ranches, the C Bar C, and the Three
mar, and on the *-*re‘st of Rosenkrans' there were the Reecks : ﬁ‘
prothers, and Harry Stranway's ranches. ¥

There were very few

people and no farmers in 1884, but in 1893, the big cattlemen were

'

sone and the farmers had moved in to take their place. When he K

got off the train in 1893 to go to Rosenkrans' ranch, the town of

Haigler, Nebraska, had grown so much in the few years he had been

away, he hardly recognized it. And as he traversed the Arickaree #
River, south and west, there were numerous small Tarms with 1it- F
tle sod houses, and 1ittle frame houses on both sides of the val- % '
ley which a few years back had never even been thought of. When e
he arrived at the ranch, he was surprised to see the amount of

fence that had been constructed to keep the sheep and cattle on X

Never before had there been over a mile of

.....



S a little slower as it did not boom and

1t hard for the farmers and ranc hers

the merchants. There were no roads down

sprough the canyons of the Blackwolfe or into the

jepublican, SO0 most of the farmers went to Haigler as all they had

to do was to follow the valley of the Arickaree River right into
there was a freighting line from Haigler teo

ia, Colorado. They employed large wagons with six to elght

T

in this way transported much merchandise to the

flats on the south divide. Wray grew steadily after the years \

189% and 1894, and yet today is growing, while Haigler is slowly

in a few years will be a mere skeleton of its former

In 1894, Mr, Barker was appointed foreman of the Rosenkrans

ranch, duse to the fact that Mr. Rosenkrans' children were old

snough to start to schocl and he wanted them to be educated in the

2ast, For over twenty years, Mr. Barker practically took charge a
and ran the ranch as he desired because Rosenkrans was there only .
181f of the time. A great number of sheep were herded on this |
anch, al£hau§h there were & number of cattle the sheep were more
mportant to Rosenkrans. At one time he had control of oyer

17,000 sheep, 8,000 Were being fed in Beaver City, Nebraska, 4,000

iﬂﬁ%ﬁu Nebraska, and the Temaining 5 »000 on the ranchk. There
 rew gattle and 7O SBHSED on the ranch today,

In thoaﬁ-daya
s somposed of 3,800 acres;

tﬂﬂ&? it covers a terrisory
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1€ younger and more carefree men took this
usiness up. nosenkrans made more money than anybocdy else in this
ounery grazing sheep. He, however, lost most of this money

Ulliing dams on the Arickaree River. He built three dams gt a

Ano+ P =ik - T = . 3
<t 01 apbout $15,000 and all three of them were washed out by {
"8 rains. The valley was cut in many places by =

ains The valley was cut in ny places by deep arroyos

“°0 when it rained, did not sosk up the water and thus let it

“%wn into the canyon. These dams were improperly constructed
‘08t they did not have adequate flood control, and when a large

“ Doured its waters into the valley, put too much pressure on

2 amh - o AU Se by the washouts
“0ankment , With the loss ol property caused b} he
< 43 how much these

e - 12 » L" YW 1
% cost of the dams themselves, 1t 1is unknow

Tes 414 gost J. H. Rosenkrans.
ttleman and sheeps

I Dy T £ ] n ] o4 the CcAau

“10g the years O 893 a d 89 g G h
n - a8 1 0O a river compaIre tively W ell O T > but®
s ‘h ; T c ated On 3 . i = TNﬁ S ‘)D 'p{l v AL .
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n due to U L WG

“THEr wag ip a precaricus conditicn
- " : he
it} gountry, and but
: ** Meny of the farmers leftl the country, ‘ :

them £0O

o 8ee

* The stockmen were glad t s ond for their

spe grazing 184
°Cme back, as that gave them moT

-~ T -] ™ T = 3 = o
nd gOTT8L OIl U ranch was : . Saty
¢ asS sod bug this has been changed ang is
i et 4ild
o wooden. '
Sheen were easy o e
i Sy to make money On, but it was almost as easy \
Taga One ta w }“! 3 'a ~ " .
lose one's whole investment, cheep raising was a very pre-
, Y pre
arious business, and th




puring the years of 18886, 1887, and 1888, most of the

ptt1ers arrived and most of the land was filed on, In the

sepades following, there was much more land filed on and until
Jate years there was plenty of land to be taken. The last forty
sores was to be filed on and taken up in the month of February,

1034, This land will be taken by Basile Doyle and is located

sorth and east of Laird in the sandhills. This sandhill land
was taken last because it always looked as though it were worth-
less, however, a great percent of the corn in Yuma county is
grown there.
When the cattlemen had to leave the country, their range hav-

ins been cu_rtai]_ed, it hurt the town of Haigler, buj: it did very
little harm to Wray, as scon after, roads were constructed and

the farmers could come in from the south at their ease,

A man by the neme of Porter had the first store in Haigler,
man e

iray, and in Robb. He is dead but has a son, Sam, who is inter-
] 1 / - -

ested in the irrigation PTO
by and CGrigsby ran it successfully for a num-

jeet for Nebraska. Porter Sold his

ray store to Grigs
_ «+are 8t Robb, Colorado, was torn down because
ber of years. The store 2
of lack of Mm X
: m and they thought eventually there would be
ﬂ"’ﬁ!‘ came true, however. Their store st

o 'm Mﬁﬂi money in this business for years,
: I‘_ : m of the ranch, they shipped

s DUt later on as Lairg grew, they

They located the store at Robb because there

r Biles maar to the ranch,
Poday m mos 91’ ﬂ“f

=
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Dne of the characters Judge Barker knew real well on this

. it ~ m .
prontier was C. D. Thompson, who owned a ranch north and east of
pairds This man was supposed to have killed a number of men,

put nothing was ever proved on him., Ie was formerly a Denver' man

ond was noted as being a good sport. Always dressed in the latest

slothes and always spending and gambling his money. He was mar-
ried to vattie Silks of Denver red light fame. She furnished
gost of the money for his different ventures including the ranch.

ge gambled most of it off, either that or drank it. He was noted

3

for bein

D
‘_.l

L

I

> a cattle rustler, but then it was not uncommon for any-
sne if he found a stray, to put his own brand on it. Thompson
died in the sommercial Hotel in Wray, drunker then a confirmed sot.
This section of the country was as most of the west, settled
by young men and +heir wives from the east. These people did not
have a place to live as most of the land in the east was taken amd
the rental was too high. As a rule, these people were of a class
who did not care for nigh life, and were contented with just
mking enough to live Oh. Most of these people had very little edu-
cation, if any, although most of them could read and write a little.
Judge BarkeT received the name "Judge™ from the fact that he
has been County Judee since 1916, when he was first elec.ted. Mr.
Sarker is adequately qualified for this office in that he has one of
the bhest uauaati-a-na- a man can have, and he has had wide experience
s epaey Aive op work. MT. Barker 18 one o the few men who came to
w§ - the early 42ys who possessed a University education,

- m se 8S & rule, the poOOTreT people came west then,

_(Signed) I. L. Barker

Judge Irving L. Barker




ldel was born in Galesburg, Illinois, in the
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18T soon after moved to Henry County, Iowa,
fneadi )~ Si—"'\? Of‘ T'-T ] B i
| wount Pleasant, Iowa., His father was a shoe-
| meker and tra 1 ov | |
| aveled over the country making shoes and boots for the
|
| people. Mr. Hein

B del first learned to be a shoemaker, and helped
sreat many boots and shoes, but as he didn't ]1ike
went into the blacksmith trade which he liked, as

natural mechanic. He worked at this trade for a number of

ore he moved to Colorado.
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to try his hand

t as it was called then. In the first few years
:

"¢ felped in a blacksmith shop and did odd jobs and in 1889 he
3
Ire-empted =

mpted =z cuarter section of land west of Wrey, but in thd

Thw -
Y year of

1893, gave it up as bad work and started to work for

“Wles on the Bar 11 ranch, where he worked until 1897,

“Olonel Hitehings was the self-appointed road supervisor and

-
2

t24 what was commonly called a POLL TAX to keep these roads in

4 condition. For Mr. Heindel's first year's poll tax, he hag

 hely construet a ford on the Republican River, so'that the
Mo 3
°Ple could drive into town with their wagons without getting

B
i1l
“Unlk

“ in the river. He d4id this by hauling rocks from one of the
8g .
roy Sanyons and dumping them into the river, thus establishing
Ry
%8e for the wagons, The next year saw & bridge constructed for

S ap yr, Heindel's second year's poll tax. //-\




he water supply for the ai+ ]
T PPLY TOoT the city of iray for the fipst year o 3 |
: AL ‘ L ou _‘ r
wag th rer and the R S .
oo Was tl e river and the Bur] ington Railroad {
-Lroad water tank, They 5
B ’

ank of the river, near the .'
- Q ] g ] t e Of t }F - :‘:1 n i 3 2 ) 2
resent si 1€ omith blacksmith shop,and fixed it so that the

qublic could get water from it,

1

’11 A

T. |

; For a number of years after M : e

C ) S after Mr. Heindel went out oF EER P

pccupation of farming, he and his brother-in-law duge wells 5 et
One well they dug, they had to sink three different pits. The T
tirst pit they dug,after getting down 80 feet, it rained and

g,

i ruined it, and likewise on the second one, but on the third, aftaﬁ

digging 120 feet, they struck water and finished the well. ' f """"
During the years of 1901 and 1902, Mr. Heindel worked in the ‘

hardware store for Amos Carl at a salary of $2.00 per day. The |

highest paid man in town was C. W. Hudgel, the depot agent, who

sceived a salary of $65.00 per month. After two years in the
lardware business, Mr. Heindel decided to go into business for

bimself, He told Mr. Carl and Mr. Carl told him that he woulds

......

Sive him #3.00 a day if he would stay, but Mr. Heindel said he

"uldn't and thus went into the construction business. In thes

-------

I®ar that followed, he was busy all of the time and after i'f-l.

4k of the money he had made, he figured for every day in S

which was a fabulous = ";:]‘g R

“*8r including Sundays, he had made $9.25,

8 then, After thet year, he decided that the construction

By
#iness was the best.
ad was building

In 1897, the first sonstruction job he h
Tdaho for a Tew yea

Mt the Catholic church. Then he went to
sredit is due U

- & R .
" uwpon getting back, worked for AmosS Jarl .
towards buildl t'_-:‘!.

'+ Eedngel begsuse he has probably done more

T, some of the homS
o' |

than any one other man., The following are =
s bullt:

f;iings snéd business houses he he



. garsey, Hedrick, John Spiers Amne \ A - : o 3
[ BSLESI ick, John °P1lers, Amos Carl, Cox home, Slick
_ ale]
.21dings: Court House Amaa Ma y Jed TR
E BuliwAEC it HYURE,, A0S J”Iq-, George and Fisher
|

isher, Scott and
| gadger, and any number of others which he can't remember.

o a Of Ta0N82 o o ’ e e T . - | REENETI , 4= R [ o
} :ne fire of 1908, he constructed every building that today stands

[V W

| ir the place of those buildings that burned down. Some of them
L sret Natlional Bank, Lawrence, Patton, Kitzmiller, Drommond,
aspper Shop, Commercial Hntel, People's State Bank, and Shumaker.
|
' in the year of 1905, he built my home, for P, J. Sullivan, and one
in the next half block for William Fair. There are undoubtedly
i s great many more buildings, but he has forgotten them,
hen Wray won the election for the county seat, they needed
s aourt house. Mr. Heindel was awarded the contract for the con-
trugction of it. He finished the building that year, and twenty
ars later, due to the enlargement of the population, it was de-
rided to add on to the court house and again Mr. Heindel was award-
sd the contract. The building is a good-looking, square building,
and modern, and helps the town considerably.
In 1915, Mr. Heindel decided to go into the garage business
} 2nd so he purchased two 1lots from the 0dd Fellows, of whieh he was
| : nenver. After having started the building, he was a
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for themselves. They built a modern two-story

Wilding with a place foT pusiness on the first floor and the 0dd
LU l0g ¥ | L e
’ellows' hall on the sesond floor. SESy Fences the first floor to

%o d dry goods merchants, g+ »
"‘3*:,:‘.'1- and Mason’grocery an p € =

rental of
in steam heat, was -~ s
100,00, which, when theYy pus : ralsed to $125.00,
3 b ]
T puilding to them on 8 contract that they could rent
I8y leased the Y

and hav St 2
gears and have Tirst option on it for severn

"e builaing ror eig®
tore yegrs thereafter® i /




= 1907 to 19 " o
prom 1907 to 1911, Mr, Helndel wmsg
5 - Vil D

On the town board s« g \
rwdﬁlmﬂﬁ, and 1n 1911 ang 19]5?, he was ] ’
ouncd : ~ s elected consge 3 N

40 UGS L loe f} ]_’]‘-L _L‘J rf_jl.y I.OI‘
o ™ ‘l“‘:; o = £ . o T o ;
__terms. During the years of 1911 ang 1918 4 .
B - o8N Lvle, the first water syst e .
o 8 I o 1t weas ‘:‘l.li]_tf. 2004 enoio
g bul 5000 enough that it stii] stands today

i 5 1 fam He in 8| ‘_'.\] wa o ooy 3 4
. 1019, Mr. l€l1lNdel was again electad M- " n
15 19195 3cted Luyor, and during his office

_ rahase of the city municsins Spall
H _Lu.v--‘.x - ! -_11[.10]_:‘-‘.11 11”‘}‘11.; "ﬁl"}n‘t was Ocjrnnleted’ 511:1

+ o 1 Q'..","“,-' e 3 "! s Y "ok b - ~ -
g0 they installed a complete and modern sewer system which the
oL had needed 10T a number of years, The 1ieht nlant was DUPe
.zad from Williams, who had o ha s s ;
1ha 58U LUl . Sy ’ i icd U = lrc.lx_lu)ed 11) frbm lynam ‘and Ilouck’

Jio in turn had bought 1t from C. D. Pickett, who had built it.
he telephone company in Wray was first a private concern,
i was started by two men, Cloyd and Letpper. The sold just two

wars after they started to Spiers and Pickeff. These men sold the

gimany to the Roecky Mountain Telegraph and Telephone Company,

8}

part of the Bell Telephone System.

In 1915, Mr. Heindel entered the automobille business and sold
sk cars, His son, Bill, Jr. talked him 1nto it and during the

7S he was in this business, he made a good success of 1t, al-
RS ot tines it eed hard. In 1917, Mr, Heindel sold the business

5 . where he purchased
' % Robinson and left for the Pacific coast, where he DUE

| “%%2e ranch,

: ar. he came back BO |
“fter staying in California for about a year, I€

- ; 0il Company
{00 wit] s Mutual 01l COMBSESS

%10 and took over a position yith the ! "
o4 : _ 202, Ra i1 I‘Oad G a
®rya ve Union Pacific X

2ting wholesale stetions on th

ame | f".:"‘_k
this and then C3l hack €0 ///,r_ﬁ

-
 for about a year and 2 half at

| 4 S I]-..JSS ltfl 4‘-4’._]_' 'u" — ..‘..'-'.‘. o AL L w =
1 bo h ; i

antomobl a8
- 1ty get anough automobid

" 9T suceess that they couldn . tne businsss to
a oub and gave LU°

4
".':ra

lemand, He then bought BREY
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gince 1924, Mr. Heindel has been the county road superintendeht. ..
;rﬂn‘to that time, the roads in Yuma county were in a pitiful con-

gitione Today we have some of the best roads in the state, mostly

due +o Mr. Heindel. Today he has charge of several C. W. A,

projects, which will help the roads considerably, and with Mr. Hein-

jel at the head of them and at the head of the relief committee

ror the county, the people of the county are getting real benefits

prom the money the government 1s expending. All through his life,

i, Heindel has been one of the leading men of this community,

and has taken more than an average interest in its affairs.

On Auscust 4, 1887, the town of Wray had an "01d Settlers! k\
Pienic."” A1l they had to eat was pork and beans, barbequed beef |
and some bread, but they had a good time. This is one of the
things Mr. Heindel has noticed. The steady increase in the stand-
ard of 1iving. Today people would hardly be satisfied with such
a frugal meal. Of course, there were more ways to look at it.

The people then had very little money and they made the best of
what they had. During that day, Mr. Heindel noticed that half the
people were drunk, half or the rest dancing or just sitting down
talking. There weren't very many people then and everybody knew

each other.
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Reference
State Records

ELECTION DATA. ‘

BONE-DRY PROHIBITION

An amendment to the constitution of the State of Colorado: by
adding thereto a new article, to be numbered and designated as
"Article XXII--Intoxicating Liguors,”" prohibiting the sale of
intoxicating liquors and the manufacture and importation of
intoxicating liquors for purpose of sale or gift.

Nov. 8, 1932

An act to amend Article XXII of the State Constitution by
providing that after July 1, 1933, the manufacture, sale and
distribution of intoxicating ligquors within Colorado shall,
subject to the United States Constitution and Laws, be under
such agencies and regulations as may be provided by Statutory
Laws, but that no saloons shall be permitted.

YRS e e e 1617

Yuma County is a dry county when it comes to voting, but 1
don't believe I have ever seen a small city soO {nfested with
bootlegging joints as Wray, Colorado. Even today with the re-
Deel, there are a number of these speakeasies still running,

It may look dry in the voting, but it certainly isn't when it

domes right down to facts.
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Reference
Hearal, John

MY HOME COMMUNITY
My home is in Wray, Colorado, a small town located in the
northeastern corner of the state. It is just 12 miles from the
Nebraska-Colorado state line, and 30 miles from the Kansas-Colo-

rado line. Denver is 186 miles west by highway and 160 miles by

rall from Wray. Wray is situated in a valley, on the south side
of which are c¢liffs past which extend miles and miles of farming
and grazing land. To the west, north, and east, are many miles
more of farming and grazing land. As one drives into the town,
one is probably surprised because of the many trees, nice lawns,
which abound there. The reason for this is that there is a small
stream--the Republican River--which winds its way through the

middle of the town., Wray is one of the few modern small towns

to be found in the West. It has paved streets, modern sewage
' nd & modern light plant. All of
ApNaey o - e

~and are profitable invest-

padtgtal




Agricu i
& lture is the life of the community. If it were not for

ggriculture, Wray would probably be just a water tank and a general
store. It can easily be seen that ir the price of grains goes down,
or the crops are poor, the town of ray and the country around 1t
suffer. The farmers are dividing their attention between grain grow-
ing and some of the smaller products which can be raised and grown
on a farm. They raise potatoes, and keep a dairy herd, chickens

and other poultry. In this way, they always have something from
which they can derive an income. They sell the potatoes, the eggs,
the poultry, the milk and the cream to the business men in town,

who in turn sell it to the peoplé'of the town or ship it to Denver
or Omaha, where there are always some ready markets.

Agriculture uses many implements which cannot be made Dby the
farmer. Combines, tractors, threshars, p1ows, diécs, harrows and
any number of other machines are employed. These have to be
purchased in town. The farmer is now learning not to buy so much

machinery because of the low prices of their commodities. This

' fact has been learned by many farmers of my home community. Now
not buying hardly sny im

7 who S€




Transportation facilities are very important to any town,

but to a small town, they are MoTe so. Wray has the wonderful

advantage of having the Burlington Rajilroad. The Burlington main

line runs through Wray, therefope giving it greater facilities

than the average small town., The Burlington also employs a large

number of men as it has extensive yards including a large round
house. ZEvery train, no matter of what kind, stops, freights,
passengers, locals and limiteds.

Other transportation facilities are the Pickwick buses--
now the Nevens line--and numerous trucking lines whiech run north,

east, south, and west. There is no railroad running north and

5

south, therefore it necessitated having transportation of some

kind going in these directions. The buses and trucks take care

of this situation very well., The buses and trucks also offer
cheap transportation, which with the railroad, gives Wray some
good facilities.,

The business organization of Wray includes the usual number
of small merchants who, as I said hﬁﬁé@a}'ﬁepgnd almost entirely
upon the farmers. Eﬁ°h=mam§hﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁ@éﬁ@3 ﬁither.directly or
indirectly on the farmers. The business isn't large, but it is




panks are very stable in Wray, and are backed by individual

m = B, ‘ iR s AT e - e
ﬁmﬂws' There are two banks, a First National Bank, and a

stional Bank. ©or a town as small as Wray, these are sufficient.

,,\

Business 1s at a standstill in lray just 1like it is all over

ine world . There is only one thing that will help it, and that is
, rise in the prices of wheat and corn, The depression did not

sach the west until a' year later than it really started in the

IV

uring is not very active in Wray although for a town
§ of its size it has proportionately the right amount. The manu-
iasturing comes under three names: Pop and candy, flour, and dairy

roducts. These three thriving industries make up the manufacturing

o Wray.

The manufacture of dairy products is probably the most im-
Priant of all three. The Wray Creamery supplies a large territory
fTound

d ray with all dairy products. It has a completely modern
“ts They make ice cream, cheese, and butter. The town is sup-
With these products and pasteurized milk and cream. There

200d profit in this business,

3

Th:

he Wray Mills has made a name for itself in the manufacture
* Tloup

ThiSueompanF supplies a territory throughout Kansas

b = ]
Iﬁﬂk&,‘ﬂyoming, and Colorado, with flour ang ground feeds,

This
1

» Bearly new, and newly eocuipped, is run by water power from the

Ny +"1
4B which puns through the town. It is one of the few mills sti1l

7 water power.
The 'Pay Bottling and Candy Co. have enlargeq the ir business
iy i8 now serving a eircle of territory around dray with a

s g 200 m« They make pop and candy. They alse job.

'.'._b 4 i

. .__ll-l-'_-l'




weer. and manvy nationallv known .

FEREeasL,y RIS MAD natlonally known candies. A few years age
1A B S in aas WHE S QT art '} 3 P - - . 4 "

+ 'i-: f,‘,_]fl:l. 1 busliness a8 stal Ged In a smal [ htlll” ineg at the out =

nta of town and now it has moved 3nte : : i A
qirts of town and now 1t has moved into a new, modern building

- sl e | e P = T . 1.
~ear the Ta ilroad tracks. It has been successful.
There 1s a medium sized ice plant in Wray, which manufactures
e 18 i 3. v 1% T =T = T -y ey -
71"‘;11131 11 188 . 'n1s o On ]_b_il' ] 30O ‘f'-JI__.ED‘ a ve 1‘|If s (C‘d ”_‘}de Uf‘

. s, T . L syl o e
atural ilce which is extracted

f'rom a lake in the winter and

+tored in an ice house until it is time to use it. This business\\h
re=

\

N

£

Ihere are a tew things, of course, that I haven't taken up.“
Thay sre minor businesses. One of which is rather important and

it is a lske resort. People come for miles around to this resort
ear, It is ideal for pienics, dances and other things

of similar nature. It offers swimming, daneing, fishing, boating,
ard pool. There is & large building which has a large dance floor,
a skating rink, pool room, card parlor, lunchecn and tea rooms,

This resort offers many reoreations to the people of the surround-

w

ing country at a Very ressonable price.

In this short report on my home community, I have attempted to
L+ L rl

the business which is located there,

A8

- po _-_{_1
¢2ive you a general jdea of

. - aoa gaters to farmers and therefore in
I said before, the busine
- ]

s of larger size, they wouldrn't be th
: ’ tc.‘_'Jna (S o H o~ A WA o v ce 16
Somparison with obheT

I ba LY have 11'-!1P1 ied t, ha t} ¥t th ;
o er I)I‘O IJ J e :1011, 2Lt a
ﬂﬁm._e . In th 18 __’---'-'I_D ] L

_ Haturally 1 would think so, but I believe
Wray is an ideal HOWD-

becauss of the many advant it
the sane | ages it
that anybody would do |

hag gyer other LOWDSe
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Interviewer

s f'aTanine

2 1G-S o\ .
Material ‘"thered
in interviews witn \

obt. L¥ynam and \
0. V. Dedman and =
Beechner Jdsland nnus

s |
» N o o
ray; solorado .
HISTORY O0F BEECHER ISLAND
M - Poanh - = Pt - o] - ~ ~ ] a4+ an (=0 =1 >TT, e
e BDeecher Island Battle Grounds are located seventeen
= 3 ; o 5 T - v 2 = TVm 4- e STadc

iles southeast of the town of Nray, in Yuma County, Colorado.

It s here on Septe

mber 17-25, 1868, that perhaps the most

- - | -
e =t - ¥ o~ <+ -~ -~
gagerminea 11 el

ht against overwhelming odds ever put up by the
he Indians on the western plains took place
he cause of this struggle, in large measure at least, may
the early sixties when the Brule-Sioux and

Ozzllalah Indians, which were the northern tribe of the Sioux

Indians, murdered many settlers in three counties in the state of

Uinnesota, and capbured their guns, ammuniticn and stock. In

order tc get rid of these Indians, the states of Minnesota, west-

ern Wisconsin, and western Iowa, organized home guards who never
ceased fighting until the Indians had been driven across the
Missiseippl and Kissouri Rivers into the vicinities of what is

today w4, Kearney, liebraska, and Julesburg, Colorado. Here they

united with otheT warlike Iribes, the Cheyennes, Arapahoes, and

T T



HANTE
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spring of 1865, Colonel Sculley had charge of the (SRR
mﬂy-?evimﬁnt of United States soldiers then in service on this Phdanai
new western frontier. It is obvious that a frontier extending JERRAAS

glmost four hundred miles north and south by five hundred miles
+ and west, could not be adecuately defended by such a small
rorce against the freauent Indian raids.
Upon the reoccupation of the southern and western frontier
vy government troops at the close of the war, the Indians, Who
nad grown confident in their own strength, were greatly exasper=i

15t directly througzhis

N

ated. Also the continent to the Pacific co

their hunting grounds, drove them almost to frenzy.

FaTatatat ity :
- ﬂ.lti.l.o‘lﬂu.ql. ' pdh

il : : LSOO D S IR TN
- iy FROET % AT o e

In the summer of 1868, they were restless and threatenings

and earlv in June commenced depredations on trains and travelers

srossine the plairs. In May, a body. of Cheyennes raided the Kaw
Indians not far from Council Grove, Kansas, and captured their
ponies., Late in the summer of the same year, they became arros

3 defiant. They boldly threw off all concealment, abro-

-~ = -
gant an !
Wty ty
gl
SR
] il

cated their treaties, and entered upon the war path.

A tabulated statement of the outrages committed by the
Tndisns within the military department of Missouri from June
unti] December of the year 1868, shows one hundred and fifty-

hite settlers and frelghters, the capture of

four murders of w

numerous women and children, the burning and sacking of farm

houses, ranches, trains, stage-coaches, and gives details of

ges visited upcn the women that are better g
. by ,.ﬂiq' )
“%&%?'

|I._:ll1
W

horror and outTra

ined than described. The general dread and excitement were hi'%L
. - . aﬂd . Ly ! '.l.'-
1 suthorities in Nebraska, Kansas,/Colorado, piled

and the civi
plea upon plea for prompt and energetlec aid from the government.

the srontier from further dreadful ravage,

*;:i;E;__
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jorado, WEW LeX1co0, and Indian

T4+ Aer et e !
*TTltory, under the command of

P H Sheridoe Ly e
aneral e e 208T10AN, With head-austa ¥ >
penel . Nead-quarters in St. Louis, Missouri.

-+ spon became evident that war
; ' L

NS &
vV

the only alternative on the

~f the Government 4n Gamd s .. o sl e
sart ©1 the Government in dealing with the hostile Indians in this

o R Bl = ~ 3 p
a Brevet Colonel George A. Forsyth, Army Inspector-General of

- artfmeonT -~ ™3 : = . -
:ne Department of Missouri, serving under General Sheridan, volun-

3, General Sheridan issued the following

"Headquarters Department of Missouri,

Fort Harker, August 24, 1868.

Emvm;“ﬁlonel George A., Forsyth, f
Inspector-General,

hymtment of Missouri.

olonel: The General Commandineg directs that you without delay,
employ fifty (50) first-class hardy frontiersmen to be used as
scouts against the hostile Indians, to be commanded by vourself,
"th Lieutenant Beecher, 3rd Infantrv as your subordinate. You
“dn enter into such r+1cles of apreement with thése men as will
orpel obedience.

I am, Sir, respectfully,
Your obedlent servant,
i (Sge.) J. Schutler Srosby,
s Do Go 2and A A Ad jutant- -General."

- [ £ ™m =
Colonel Forsyth at once engaged thirty men at Fort Harker,

by

L

: 1 q ob=-
%838, and then marching to Fort Hayes, sixty miles west,
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1 3 g 3 a ~pom the receipt of Tl
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“er, he took the field. There was no tro

H sds of men
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stpife of 1861 and 1809,
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f8d served through the bitter civil
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Consequently, the men selected by Colonel Forsyth for this

SE),acial duty had, many of them, been trained to discipline and

. 2 o~ 3 (A2 2 Ay 1
campaigning, 1n the Civil War, while others had been hunters, trap-

0eTs, and Indian fighters of the border, all qualified by experience
’

acquainted with hardship, and most of them having unustial intelli-

gence. These scouts, it ought to be remembered, were not enlisted |

men but were employed under private's contract between Colonel

Forsyth and each of them, upon such terms of agreement as would

epable him to enforce obedience to orders. They were to be paid

from funds belonging to the quartermaster's department; this plan

for procuring fighting men in an emergency being a temporary ex-
pedient of the War Department. Each man was to receive a salary ™
of one dollar a day, and thirty-five cents a day for the use of

their horses.

The government equipped each man with a blanket, saddle and
bridle, a lariat and picket-pin, a canteen, a haver;ack, butcher-
knife, tin plate, and tin cup, a Spencer repeating-rifle, (carrying
six shots in the magazine besides the one in the barrel), a Colt's
revolver, army size, and one hundred forty rounds of rifle and
thirty rounds of revolver ammunition per man; this carried on the
person. 10 addition there was a pack train of four mules, carrying
camp-kettles and picks and shovels, in case it became necessary to
dig for water, together with four thousand extra rounds of ammuni-
i, some medical supplies, and extra rations of salt and coffee.
1¢Qra_ﬁ@@1ﬁ@§ﬂg carried seven days' of cooked ‘
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jeting Assistant Surgeon H

- \r
ile LIOOEIrs o +thea A x \TaA 3
: Oers of the Army Medi

no "

cal Corpoy™

and an experienced guide in Scout Abpepr T
- - Nt i e

Grover, left Fort Hayes,
gxansas, August 29, 1868, upon receint

srom General Sheridan:

nm

Fort Hayes
August 29, 1868

ommanding Detachment of Scouts: \\ 2
I would

suggest that you move across the headwaters of
solomon (river) to Beaver Creek, thence down that creek to
Fort Wallace. OUn arrival

at Wallace, report to me by telegraph.

{
Yours truly,

P, H. Sheridan, Major-General™

They arrived at Fort Wallace in the evening of September the

#ifth. Here Colonel Forsyth received reports of nearby Indian

each of these reports, he gave due attention;
of numerous trails and unmistakable signs of

, he pushed on in a northwesterly direction.

The scouts soon discovered a large fresh trail which was followed

Republican River, where several smaller

: larger ones, terminated in a wide well-
e | e’

recently driven.

701 lowing the trail with eagerness and caution, the company
came, on the sixteenth of Seplember, to the Arikaree at a point
within a few miles of its junction with the Republican River, and
at a distance of gseventeen miles southeast of the site of the

present town of Wray.

W

They came from the southeast into the val-

lay a8t four o'clock in the afternoon andg noticing attractive grass-
= L7

—

es suitable gor horse-feed, decided to camp on the north side of the

t. This was a lucky decision, for it was learned
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distance of about two miles, in advance, the troops

- - ‘-‘!\I c C'I - :'.‘: T NGO ] oA 5 g o . o o o
_ﬁuyjabh»t13~5 have been drawn ang hopelessly slaughtered.
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In the early morning on September 17, 186

L5

O

8, the Indians at-
rempbed to stampede the stock of the scouts, and partially succeed-
ed in the attempt, capturing two horses and five pack mules,
%rmmm.ordered his men to take up their position on the island,

oposite thelir camping place, where some of the men protected

shemselves in shallow pits scooped out in the sand, and others

T ———

nehind the bodies of their horses, some of which presently went
iown under the Indian&' fire. |

mMhi o

This island, located in one of the most beautiful valleys to

)

found anywhere on the Western Plains, had in process of time

been formed, but today has disappeared. The chief current, then,

o
(48]
O
=
d
et

\e northern side of the island. Its general direction was
| east and west; its length a hundred yards or more, and its width
Eﬁumﬁ;fifty yards. The surface was 1ittle more than two feet

iatmm the stage of water at that season, it being two to six inches

D and five or six yards across on the sides. A shallow groove,

dow covered with grass, discloses where the southern edge of the ,

1slang lay, at the time of the battle. ‘
The valley here is comparatively shallow, but out some dis-

f l

“N%e¢ away from the river on both sides are bluffs; and especially

0 th

he noeth BEdEorchwest, at a distance of several hundred yards |
= ’

LPOm

‘M the island, stands a moderately elevated bluff which then was
’ L= S Tt -

lggt :n the few subsequent days,
“tined to assume unusual importance if

+a aompany of scouts were
At sunrise, Colonel Forsyth and his company ol SO /,,__k

a thousand Indians, mem,

3y Tin 14
"ITised by the appearance of nearly

i

Me . s opposite bank of
N, and ehildren, upon the bluff-like 0pPDO

the




yrikaree, under the leadership of the notorious northern

Cheyenne
spnieftain, Roman Nose,

Roman Nose was one of the most distinguishe

jeaders of the Indian race. He had

A LA

formerly been on friendly terms
w4ith the whites, even after many signal battles had raged between
pands of the two races, and he had recently cast his fortunes with

his own kind of people.

Upon this occasion, he commanded a band of Cheyenne Indians,

gssisted by the Ogallalah, Arapahoes, Brule-Sioux, and "Dog '
The last named were the most dreaded of all, for they

consisted of about one hundred warriors of the various Sioux and

t, bad men, generally criminals, who had been compelled to

hdraw from association with their own people. Banded together

they were practically Indian highwaymen, and it was this band that
the head men of the various tribes claimed they could not control,

and upon whom they laid the blame for attacks upon the outer set=y

tlements when they wished to avoid responsibility.

While the scouts were digging their pits in the sand on thel
island, the Indians formed a circle around them so they could not
escap®. The scouts knew the'orisis was at hand and each repeat-
ing rifle was charged with six shots in the magazine and one in
the barrel. During onme of the early charges on the first day,

Roman Nose was killed, The big medicine man was killed in the

. & _ \ i
afternoon of the first day. The loss of their leaders and their

surprising and uypaccountable repulse disheartened them. They de-
sided tO guspend direct efforts to Vake the island and settle down

oo stagye oub SRS BELSSEReTed S0outs. The condition to whioh the
. beosme Teduced, especially those v

i‘*MWnggiiam”ilﬁiﬁia'ﬁhﬁy?béaan to eat the
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was buried in the sand,.

p1esh of the ir horses that had been k

’ 1lled; and water could be\\\‘_—f
obtained only by digging holes in the i« ;

1sland sand. 1In this

‘+uation, growing worse 4: oA : : 4
gituation, Browing worse day by day, they remained until the ar-
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rival of rellef. To delay its putrefaction, fleshd the horses
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In the night of the first day, two of the scouts, Jack

3tillwell and Pierre Truedear, having volunteered to attempt to
go to Fort Wallace for relief, succeeded in leaving the island
and eluding the Indians. On the night of the thirad day , Forsyth,

GO the commanding officer at Fort Wallace, stating

-t

uation, dispatched John Donovan and A. J. Pliley with the
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"On Delaware Creek, Republ ican River, -
September 19, 1868,

1 Bankhead or Commanding Offiger,
a

I sent you two messengers on the night of the 17th instant,
rming you of my critical condition. I tried to sent two

ast night, but they did not succeed in passing the Indian

s, and returned. If the others have not arrived, then hasten
at once to my assistance. I have eight badly wounded and ten
slightly wounded men %o take in, and every animsl I had was killed,
save seven, and Acting Assistant Surgeon Mocers probably cannot

live the night out. He was Nit in the head Thursday, and s epoken
but one rational word ?tnie."I am wounded in two places--in the
right thigh, and my 1le 8g broken below the knee. The Cheyennes

re. Mr. Grov
e numbered 48 o Y 83ys they neve oht
%éggie- They were Splendidly armed with S?enceryand B s Lt

, t least 35 of them and woung,
Ve killed 2 a quantity of their stog .ed ) fore,

and Wuﬂd i’ng during the n_ight, but ¢

e s 3 o8 and take
are evidently Egﬁ:a ?




I hﬁ@ two of.the members of my company killed on the 17th,
namely, William Wilson and George W, Chalmers. You had better

start with not less than 75 men and bring all the wagons and
ambulances you can spare. Bring a six pound howitzer with you.

1 can hold out here for six days longer if absolutely necessary,
put please 1ose no time.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
George A. Forsyth,

U. S. Army, Commanding Co. Scouts.”

P. S. My surgeon having been mortally wounded, none of my

wounded have had their wounds dressed yet, so please bring out a
surgeon with you."

At the end of the sixth day, Forsyth, feeling that the danger
from the Indians was much lessened, oalied together the uninjured
men, and reminding them of the uncertainty of the fate of the
messengers sent to Fort Wallace and the possibility of no relief,

pave them vermission to depart, and leave the wounded to take

their own chances. This proposition was not sanctioned, the men

declaring that since they had fought together, they were willing to

die together, if necessSary. Some of the men wers very delirious

and gangrene had begun its deadly work.

Two more days of seemingly interminable léngth and intense

Buff@rim Pagsed. On the morﬂiﬂg of the ninth day someone pOinted

to moving ob jects on the distant hills » Whiceh proved to be a troop

gvalry under Lieutenant Colonel L. H. Carpenter from Fort

e and, in the words of Eﬁﬂ»’&?‘hh, "then went o & WAIA ohess

w0

-is:_gz.-__aﬂ' relief of their long
feWs of the situation through
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e casuvalties were listed at the oclose of the nintJ\\\h»
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gay of siege, 1t was found that besides Chief Ronan Nose and tEe

: » medicine men, the Indians had o :
big medic n, the Indians had lost about 75 men with twice as

ﬁmurrnnnded, some mortally.
i Among the little band of scouts there were 5 killed and 17
wounded. The O that were killed were Lieutenant Fred H. Beecher,

T %

'.\' _:. s Lley DLIA_T_",‘L_.\\JOI]_ J e l1la I"O oaers . U < C_') . ‘[x b3 LGT."J is 'F'a 1"13_8':;;; - George ”l‘.

~ulver, and William Wilson. The dead were buried on the island
in four graves, Culver and Wilson being placed in the same grave.
he wounded, including Colonel Forsyth, were taken immediately -

Lo the government hospital at Fort Wallace, Kansas, where they

were given the best of medical treatment and finally restored to \

A\
......

These tragedies all occurred during the first morning of the

e

ght while the scouts were rushing to the island and there dig-

| cd

ng their sand pits, using knives and tin plates as utensils for
constructing them. It was at this time that all the horses and
>f the scouts were killed by the Indians who were firing at

It should be remembered by the reader that the se

Indians were heavily armed with modern instruments of warfare.

Yany of them had Springfield rifles which had been captured at the

ort Fetterman massacre a few weeks befoTe and they had learned %o A

Use them and to use them effectively.

i from their camping
Unfortunately in the rush to the {sland, from thelr ping

medical

@

ffounds the night before, the scouts omitted to take th
i emies. This,
Supplies whish soon fell into the hands of their enemi i
~ara was mortally wounded
*Cupled with the fact that Surgeon 7. H, Mooers was mortalll

v yattle made it
f0on after reaching the island on the first day of battle, made 2

'h“mﬁﬁible for the wounded and dying to receive the medical assist-



ance which they otherwise would have received.

This condition of |
affairs contributed very largely to the intense misery ang suffer-

ing during the days that followed,

History written in the blood of patriots is sacred, for it

stands next to the writing of the living God. It cannot be for-
gotten. Thirty years had passed and this hallowed ground had

peen neglected, not one of the men besieged on the Island had re-

turned and still they had not forgotten.

From that time on and until the present day, there has been a
Beecher Island Reunion on September 15, 16, and 17. At the present
time, there is a large monument, and an auditorium on the grounds
which were donated by the State of Colorado. Each grave, or rather

as nearly as possible, were marked with wood, now they have marble

stones above them.
Lieutenant Fred H. Beecher, son of Reverend Charles and
Sarah Coffin Beecher, was born in the city of New Orleans, Louisi-
ena, receiving an A. B. degree and the A. M. degree from the same
institution three years later. His aunt and uncle, Harriet Beecher
Stowe and Henry Ward Beecher, both of whom were famous for their
part in the slavery controversy betweer

. the North and the South,
: [‘Jﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ'gi inspiration to him in hi;

3 youth. He served through
| mwﬂmﬂm great @mmﬁg Wﬁﬁng himself bravu, ]
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T. Amos Carl was reared and educated in Markelville, Perry

ennsylvania. He was born on May 31, 1861, After getting

f)]

education he went to Ohio and worked in an iron foundry at the
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age ol ' years. He worked there for over two years and decided
olorado. In 1883, he arrived in Canon City, Colo-
ado, and immediately started to work for one of the smelting
companies located there. In 1886, he, however, oquit this and came
G0 fuma County where he filed on a guarter section of land and

en until 1889 intermittently farmed this land. In 1898,

he moved to Wray and entered the hardware business which until
late years, he operated with great success., In 1915, together

with 0. L. Mitten, he purchased the Standard Lumber Company which

today he has complete control of, having purchased Mr. Mitten's
interest in the business.

During the years between 1886 and 1898 when he wasn't farming
he worked as an engineer on different railroad projects throughout

1 ¢ - e no =] ™ - T -
the State of Colorado. among some of the railroads he

}_..I‘

was a civil

engineer on are: The Cog Road up Pike's Peak, the railroad from
Glenwood Springs to Grand Junction, from El Moro to Enslevil le,
Surveyor from Denver to South Fark, and by the Burlington railrocad
On 1ts tracks fron Denver to James I“?%K.

hen r. rl first C nere, the town of Wray amount agd to

|
lI_

= o= being only a2 sod hotel, sectio 4

depot, lumber yard, and a few mise

"4

Fortert's or Grigsby's store,
r‘s orx

s

®€llanecus buildings.
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During the years Mr. Carl has been in Wray, he has become
associated with the 0dd Fellows, and the Woodmen of the World
fraternities. He also belongs to the Rebekah degree of the 0dd
Tellows.

The first thing Mr. Carl did was to go to the top of the

large sandhill north of Wray to look over the country. This hill
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when the summit was reached, gave an excellent view of the flat

country extending for miles to the south. Nobody settled the

w
—
—

-

northern part, as that was considered useless, so they always

. ——

.

g

o

focused their eyes to the south where the good farming land was

located. Today the land in these sandhills is very valuable be-
cause of its corn raising qualities and grazing facilities,

In these early days, there were no roads, and in order to g0
south out of the canyon of Hepublican from Wray, the early settlers
had either to go west or east, the cliffs making a direct route
south impossible. Likewiss after getting on the flats, there were
no roads, just trails that seemed to lead no place and were so
erooked that it was nearly impossible to follow them. It was more
to the advantage for the settler the first few years if he would
just make his own trail, cutting across the prairie to their own
destinations. In this way, many wagon trails were made and +the

settlers coming in later were lost if they didn't have a guide to

s the maze of trails see

~n

1

d them a
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med to lead them every place but
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right place.
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wwo or three bullets in the same hole in boards. Another was to

yit without miss a pile of sod bricks on top of & hill more than @

palf mile from his sod hotel. This was, as he of ten said, his

sractice range.

The years of 1886, 1887, and 1888, brought the advance corps

of the settlers. In other words, fences, tilled lands and many

1ittle homesteads dotted the once free land of the cattlemen.

1t was during these years that most of the homesteaders came to

Tume County. Thereafter a great many came, but not in such great

pnumbers. They came slowly and surely, building up the land and

mking it prosperous, living in the good and bad years. Even in

the poor years, they .got _along as most of them had ‘De.e.n poor all of
their lives and were used to going without certain luxuries.
Wray, unlike many western villages, was never boomed to any

graat extent, alj:hough = number of real estate booms were tried bu .
without any great success. Wray has grown slowly and is still grcw—
ing, while a great many other towns that grew up overnight have dis-
eppeared, or are slowly becoming dilapidated, rundown, little camps.
"he reason for this is that most all of the men and women who came
%o Wray, and the surround ing country came with the idea in mind |
mekine = permenent homs, which they did.,

Thare were many Tanches operating here during the first few

s M. Carl made his home in this vicinity.
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Che dlLlermnt chuck wWagons
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One of the first thines b

IH=ht; .1'\ @b \1‘ ou + wae th 6 faot +hsa + t w.r”:_ s56
wesStern MmMeN Were Verv senal+s<~ -1
: 4 =ENS1t1ve about the names thev ere called.
T e T R 1] [T =) 2 e g - _
\ [ ove = Fh 83 LEs O a COWD U .-1"‘\,' Y TR o ik
: ] vunciner vy /a8 not a cowbo Vi y he was & COW-
puncher, cowhand, hand. or ecat tlems o ) - Ve
i avblienan, but never a cowboy. To their
oughts COWDbOY wWas a rider wha - - )
; vo WS & rider who followed vodsos in the east,
and they wanted no connect ions with th + A
M3 U, e PERSLR 0SS With them at all. Rodeos were eom-
monplace with them as nearly every mornine there w 11d be a go
2 J 4l LLLLE Lel'€ WOUulG Dée a .'_-_,OOd
-y 3 3 ~Art t 10 = N 4+ 1 o e =3 . l " aT Fy e ~ 3 . - y . - -
roaet OULSl1lde Ol The corrs wien saddling and starting the horse \
first began. 4aAnother thing that was never considered policy in
_ : re y ir
those days was Tto ask a man who he was or where he came from. The
men Ol TS Trange were a conglomeration of all types and without
doubt a great many of them were criminals who didn't want anybody
%0 know who they were. Oftentimes the punchers knew only the first

names of their associates or just nicknames and they never cared or
asked the rest of their name. Thieves and other such eriminals had
11ttle success at their trade out here, as they were hung to the
tlosest tree when caught.

There were very few women in the country for the first few

¥ears, and the only woman that Mr. Strangway saw for years on the

re were

@

Panch of Benkleman's, was his nephew's wife. Uf course, th

p . oy ~ s T i 'i_'.ﬂ -:f'
& number of prostitutes in the country, especially in the differsent

3 » = 1 4+ Ao ¥ H
S8loons in the small towns on the railroads, but to these men of the

!‘ﬂﬁﬁg they amounted to nothing. They would kill a man feor insult=

28 good woman, but a bad woman they paid tention

no at

{

- - 41 ame of that time ere the
Without doubt, the pecple or cattlemen ol TAE
nybody but a sheap

BEBE Wospitable in the work and would entertain a

rather than stay all night

8d 1ikewise they would ride for miles

I+ uaa the ]‘.': 5T the .L":'.:-l uwl i':..-"f,'d

w A ol

T ent 8 meal at a sheep camp.




apd TOOM a8Nnyboay who came by at mealtime or

night time,

Tn the vear 1884 . whe M

3 Y7

*y Woen Mr. Strangway came to this part of

jolorado, there were no farmers in the country and the only plowed

sround were some furrocws plowed over di fferent parts of the range

as fire precautions. A prairie fire, to the cattlemen. was their \
.emen, |

sreatest danger as once started, it would devastate many miles of

1wxhlae raca wh1noh wailla Fead = 'reast mant oy 4 : T 338 T ars
yaluable grass wilch would feed a great many cattle. In those years

- = e T - £ + e T rhahdtan o TAT e . - . gy b I - = g - 4= -~

st all o the 1inhabltants were men and most of these men associated

with cattle. During those years and previous to Mr. Strangway'

1))

ent intoc this section there were a few Indians, but as a rule they
ere stragglers from the tribes that were on the different reserva-
tions throughout the country and as a rule they were harmless because
they respected the cattlemen. Sometimes they did steal and burn down

i few abandoned buildings, but their damage didn't amount to very much
here were two types of cowpunchers, the fixture, and the

» The fixture or permanent one stayed in the same section or
country, althougzh he might work for different men. The
irifter or wanderer might be on the Canadian border one year and down
L the Rio CGrande River the next year. The cowpuncher as a rule was
* rifter because he had traveled and had the desire to travel some
Wre. No metter which type of puncher he was, he always paid his

“11s at the different stores in the vicinity he was working.

e

FES wWere a few that didn't pay their bills but as a rule the cowman
"8 honest and never incurred blills he was financially unable to pay.

 '”'ﬁf‘bhu big cattle companies only paid their employees once a
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' f;;i;'hy the time the year was at an end, mo:

t their money, but they were a hard, carefree, whiskey drinking

B0 never worried. The cowpuncher received 2s wages from $25.00

17

[

S the small cattle ranches, and for top hands on the larger
:
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1t was a rule that every man had to

~ ¥ 188 'rce L .‘.‘: = A4 C
ranches from 345,00 to $75.00.

surnish his own bedding. saddle ama - - _
7 » Saddle and rope, but the ranch furnished the

o i YOmM an i alla’ o »
boaid, TOOM, &nd the horses. During the winter months. these men

LJ’ '

+© L0 QO Dut play poker and such things, but in the summer

A antT i Nneg an (:l.’ .‘-(:‘- g alela b ~ i ]
and spring and fall, they had plenty to do. Most all of the time

- S ¥ + ¥ .} =) - n) 1~ ~ i i by T
during thesS€ Seasons they had to sleep under the stars and eat from

+he o0k wagon If‘ '.]_1“ T“%. ()d v a P b \ . - )
D e et et - 10 rained most usually they had to ride night |
herd on the cattle as lightning and thunder often stampeded the cat- i
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tle. It is easy to see that the life of the cowman was no -
life, 1t they were rough men and enjoyed it. %
Iy

Mha " l1lac 17 -F' T - =1 s |4
I'ne pleasures of these men were few and they would often ride 5

any number of miles up to 60 to go to a dance or some such an

affeair, When they would do this, they would stay for a week, or at

least until they were broke. Poker and other gambling games were

their ehief diversion, and no matter where they were if there were

enough men to make up a game, they would play. To these rough and

tough men of the west, money was made to spend and they never kept .
8 cent, spending it often times before they received it.
The buffalo hunters and the cattlemen were the real pioneers of
the west and without them having been out here first,the country
Would not have been suitable for settling by the farmers. Together i

they made it safe for the homesteader and the small merchant., The
Suffalo hunters were here first and often times they killed meat

£or the men building the railroad. The cattlemen came just & short

time later, and the railroad was built throueh this cou
“hey would have some means of sending their stc ck to the

The railrcad mede it possible for the homesteaders

‘;iyﬁﬂﬂ make their homes, These buffalc hunters and cattlemen are

SOtly termed by Mr. Strangway the FRON

- e NN + ¥ o . o
TIER LEGION as the French call
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©+ €N on the Sahara desert the FOREIGN LEGION.

the old dbuffalo hunters that M.

Strangway knew well are:

Billwv O 'Rnrs , ’ _ A
{1, 141" 0 -JI‘}.L?.]’], J‘Oh'ﬂﬂ:‘? :QVG, Jr)]_e, Buffalo Bill '_'j@d:?’

- W ~r L~ - T S ;
and Wycliffe Newell. This

th1s section of country was a great hunting

~ 11 " £ oy, <
ground lor buffalo because of the numerous streams end water

holes. Thousands of buffalo were killed in this section of the

country to feed the railroad construction workers and thousands
more roamed the plains for years after.

'he cattle country of the United States extended from the

border of Mexico and the border of Canada, east of the Rocky |\

\
\

Mountains, and including parts of Nebraska, half of Colorado
and all of the states south. Over most of this land there
a
probably wasn't /hundred miles of fence and the cattle roamed from

ne border to the other. Today there are thousands of miles of
fences and cattle couldn't go far unless they followed the
automobile highways.

Most all of the cattle in Colorado and through this part of
the United States were Texas longhorns, many driven north from

th

L

re as early as 1865, Of course, there were few cattle in
this part then unless they were strays from large herds, but

that was the year they supposedly started driving cattle from

Texas. The large cattle drives driven through here were in the

Seventies and the eighties. The cattle were either driven dirzct

to North Platte, Nebraska, which was in direct line with the
el T il o b ]

e B

route and shipped, or they were sold along the way to the

ﬂ-;:-“-'t gcattlemen., The size of these drives varied from 1500

They were brought north by punshers of

_“LFLG to 6,000 cattle.
17ﬁ¢ jfter type who recelived about

320,00 a month as theip ~
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sglary These cattle were driwvan of o . i o ; \
REps N -© Were driven sir gle-file and when thev had
3 .
passed left a deep rut behing them sometimes three feet deep as they
would follow the leader's footsteps,
|
ill *‘, ] '.'j» ; ci A" S ) P ] = 1a o =1 T 3 - . L 1
In the days of the large ranches, each ranch had its own .

definlte range, or that range it called its own although it really

belonged to the United States government. They possibly owned the

1on of land onwhich their ranch house was located but

jittle else. These ranges which might mean an area of even 200 \
scuare miles, had no fence around it and most of the time other \

ranehes' cattle grazed on it, but it was really the range of them

110}

vao owned the ranch which located its buildings on that range. i
There was, in other words, nothing definite in regards to a cattle- v
men's range, just a sort of mutual agreement between the other

ranchers of the district, or "first come, first served." f

'nere was a system or an agreement between the ranchers, but

1t also was indefinite in that it was not written nor was it but .
very seldom spoken about between ranchers, it was mutually under-
stood, There was nothing cut and dried about the cattle business,
88 each day was as & rule altogether different, and it could not be
lanned for months, weeks, or even days in advance. There were some
ﬂudps which could be planned for, but they in a sense were indefinite
fﬁcause the date for starting such operations was unknown until just

“ few days before the start., They were the SPRIIG GATHERING, consist-
g of getting cattlse back on to the home range after the winter months

»

and CATHSETING BEEF CATTLE for shipping in the fall and late summer,

c+

riders

The SPRING GCATHERING consisted of dispatehing differe

f“Tfiﬁlir string of horses, and bed roll to the south with some

_I'
Ti-chnch's chuek wagen, and taking a wagen ol the home ranch alosg

1 e
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with Tliders Irom other ranches and going south. The cattle alway

grifted south as the winter storms were from the north and drifted

the cattle southward. These riders would round up all of cattle

A
h
ct
D

in a certain area, bring them together and divide them as to brands,
and then drive them north slowly to their home range. In this way
and with the cooperation of the other cattle comvanies, everyone's
sattle were returnedto their respective ranges. This would often
take a couple of months as the cattle would roam at their will often
far as a thousand miles away from their home ranch. Cowpunchers
doing this during these months, if they saw a critter which they
knew belonged to an outflt on the same raﬁge or a_bordering range
to his would take the critter back with his herd of cows.

JATTLE took up the rest of the time during the
summer and fall. This was known as the fall round-up. In doing
his, a number of the larger cattle ranches would get together,

brand the calves, and get the choiecest cattle ready for shipment, y”

L sattle raneh was a cattle ranch and nothing else. Once
Senkleman hrought some hogs out to his ranch because he thought the
punchers would 1ike a change in diet. A few days later they dis-
appeared and nothinz was said about it. The ldea was that someone
aiiﬁﬂkﬂﬂ the smell of them and did away with them.

y some of the larger cattle companies wers Joe Bowles', ;
_fiTtﬁﬁ'autfft, the American land and Cattle Company with

brand, and Denkleman's T Wrench (Inverted Wineglass

+3

“a the 1argeat‘ ranch 1\:{1"=lgt_ C:I'T@P"‘: ted in ©th 3eCt iOIl
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MR ana one of the largest in the counfry. Denk kleman often
v thousend csttle on his ranch, but something odd about it

:: ever wd a milk oW If a pungher wished to have
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s of the large cattlemen thought that putting up nge
‘ence would keep the cattle from drifting during the winter storms--
lss. He immediately put up a fence embracing over 160 square
iles of land. During the énsuin; winter, thousands of his cattle
ere frozen to death, as they couldn't get past the fence and
they stopped, lay down, amothered and froze. Fences wers more of ;

hindrance then 2 help to the cattle men. Of course, they had to !
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have such things as corrals, and pastures lor lnell horses near the
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ranch house, These corrals were sither ma d

j were th hesat bt thevw
sottonwood posts, The cottonwood corrals were the Dest, DUL BEE — H
Ty o v r ~lr < o "'L .—‘«‘! e St
Wers extremely hard to construct. They took ous S

of cottomwood cut from trees near at hand, are

SEround and bound them together with B8Trips O
L
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4% f o 5] valley. 'he shar]

B Llmost Drohibite this., 'Men ancther
: stockyard na chutes were on t ncrth side
i K8, ttle would absolutely not cross railroad
. ‘he ald ford rivers, jump banks, but they would not
se tracks.

Une of tThe earliest ranchers through this country was I. P.
live, t he was i very well lliked as he was not trustworthy.
le later was hanged by the neck in Trail City, Eebgéskﬁ, for

ealing horses, Ope of his foremen had a small camp near the
present site of Wray, and when the railroad came through, thej
nemed the water tank here Wray. The foreman's name was Wray.

Mr., Strargway lives on the Arikaree River about cne-half
mile from the slte of the Battle of Beecher Island on a ranch \
which he purchased and homesteaded in the early days. He has a
few cattle, some hogs, and farms gquite a bit of his fertile
river bottom land. The valley of the Arikaree at one time was
survey of the Burlington railroad for its road to Denver, but due
to the fact that it would reguire a ﬁreut'numier of bridges,

Bhey chansed it to the valley of the Republlicen river north of
there,

il -
S Mr. Stranswey, the pericd from 1884 to 1890 was the mos
! ]

IEeresting and most enjfoyable period in his

L]

M3 - = Ta =y ' ™ -

BEERENe of 1ife more than any other. The peonle S Were mueh

S honest and less scrupulous than today and he enjoys talking

Bllhking about them. He was employed by the enklemans from
»b1
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: ear.l iys when Benkleman spent a great deal of T1me
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He always rode & horse, although he could have haa evel a
vy, which was then considered as a Rolls Loyce is todaye
(Signed ) Harry Strangway
- 3= b Y i 3 1 T = r . b 28 - =3 A P
= to the fact that Mr.Strangway lives 18 miles from Wray,
+ 1 have been out there twice, I am not going to have him
. as it would tske too mugch traveling.
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Fearn8, J. T.

Interviewer

Reference
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i« D¢ McGinnis was born in Creston, Towa, on September <0,
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of Daniel B. and Sarah J. McGinnis, who were pio
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tern Iowa, and later pioneers in eastern Colorado. Togethe
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th his paren W. D, MeGinnis came to Colorado and they home-

.[’_,\’

. - M d X - _‘_:1 == -
teaded some land north of Laird, Colorado, in the year 1887. Ifor &

of years alternating between his fatherts Home and ranches
ugh the country, Mr. McGinnis started on his career in 1life.

Before he came to Colorado, he had been well educated in the schocls

Towa, and was very fortunate in this matter, as the people who

same to Solorado in those early days were not very well educatsad.

Be never attended schools in Colorado as he had gone farther than

the schools here had extended in those days.

In the year 1901, after helping his father on the farm and

working for varicus ranches in the eountry, Mr. MeGinnis ran for
For four

the office of County Clerk and Recorder, which he won.

years thereafter, he was the county e¢lerk, ,and after his term, he

whiech runs

-lni decided that he would go into the abstract business,
1ﬂ Hend with the County Clerk's affairs. He prospered, and

g year 1910, become assooiated with the National Bapk of Wray,

one of the oldest finsncial institutions in this section

g incorporated that year with W. C,

he state. This bank wa
34; b V. D, WaGinnis and T. B. Groves, Vice~Presi-
;ni Presi ad

amﬁ Toumey a8 the easghier.
4 Eresident, whioh of Tic

In later years, W. D. MoGinmls

e he held for socme years,
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Deny ived 1 ] until his ter . yired. He then
OVed > il ; \ 1 galn tivel ssociate ith the
X ‘ay e In later years, I ran for the coffice
1 rer, 1 ) elected, d alternately fTor &
v reafter, > wa te Auditor and Treasurer,
2 ] 18 election, when he was defeated. All
- J . he has been active at the head of his chosen
litical party, the Republican party.

s Mr. MeGinnis says, he was 1n iray before they built
sither the city or the Republican River. Building the Republic
3iver, is one of the most current jokes among the old timers.
They really did build part of the present river, but they did
snly so that the miller could have water power to run his flour
mill, The natural course of the river was Vvery crooked, and
its way slmost to the railroad tracks. When the decided to cha
the sourse of the river, they moved it south upon a hill, and to
this day, it still runs through a specially constructed Tlume

+

mil

—d
e
o |
1]

the local company .«

L

Wray in 1887

side of the river., The few bulildings were George

General Store, Col. Hayes livery stable and a few

of no econseouence. The balance

hwad just started to have buildings

the reilrosd's weter tank, and on the north side of
in this way, they were srotected against the winter
$he huge sandhills extending to the rorth, Most of
Wwestern towns were bullt around the water tanks on t
| a. aspecially good

B8 water was one of the necessiuises,
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uildings
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racks.
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mall
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ilroads,




In the year 18se

a great ma
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in

more came,

responsible for the demise of the

the ploneers of the west. Those
of '86 and '87 were just

who came 1n the next twenty years

safe so that the

They were the ones who drove out the Indians,

or driving them farther west.,

The ralilroads were primarily

ny settlers came out here, but

and they were the ones who Were

great cattlemen, who were peallly

settlers who came in those years

the vanguard of the hordes of settlers

. The buffalo hunters, cattlemen,

were the real pioneers, as they made this country

small farmers from the east could life here

building reservations

put through for the gold miners

but at the same time, they were thinking 6f the cattlemen who had

to ship their thousands of cattle

yearly and these cattle when

shipped, raised their shipping profit to a great extent. The

railroad could be ponsidered the philosopher of this country.

The men st the head of the Burlington railroad knew that some day,

thousands of people would be streaming out into this wide, vast,

flat plain to ¢laim land and make
thought in mind, they organized th

subsidiary of the Burlington. and

owned huge tracts of lsnd on eithe
been given to them by the governme
t" ﬂlﬂhem of homesteading and pre
) u~-ﬂ and then selling it to the L

their homes here., With this
e Lincoln Land Company as a

Missouri Railroad. The reilroad

r side of the railroad which had
nt, and their employes followed
~empting land along the rail-

jncoln Land Company. The

ﬁn always tried to getb jand near the sites of water tanks,
g that this 1and would be more valuable a8 towns would be
a thﬂre Phe Lincoln Land Sompany with a huge advertising

e vEht thousands of people intc the country selling them
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course, their purpose was cormmercial and without doubt with little

thought

part of

towards building our great United States into one component

the world,

14tt1le did they realize that this vast country

would some day be a prosperous farming community, they wanted

%o sell land, and charge huge freight and passenger rates to

People who took the gambling chance of making a living in
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pumber of years has led Colorado in the growth of corn. There are
a great many scuare miles of worthless land in these hills yet

today, worthless in the respect that no farm products could be grown
on them. However, cattle are fed successfully and the grass which
grows on these hills. There were two large ranches in the sandhills
in the cattle period of Yuma County. They were the Halfway Ranch

. D. Johnson, and the Thompson Ranch,owned by C. D.
Thompson. These ranches were never the success that the ranches lo-

sated in the valley of the Republican were, but they prospered and

there were a number of irrigation ditches running i
iirectly through the middle of the present site of Wray. Some few
vears back they were abandoned, but not without doing a great deal
of zood towards the growth of the many fine trees and lawns in the
town. The water in these ditches came from the North Fork of the
jcan River. There is yet one of these ditches in use today,
but the rest have been bbliterated by time.

One of the most interesting periods of Mr. McGinnis' 1life
was the time he spent on the range.- They never 1in those days ate
their own beef, but managed to find a maverick or a cow with a
brand whisch did not correspond to any of the brands they were as-
Sociated with. At the same time, miles south of their usual
Tange, gettle which belonged to the outfit Ur. McGinnis worked for
Would Be saten by some other cattle outfit. In other words, it

';f'_jﬁfﬁ.aﬂgtﬁn of the renge never to eat one's own cattle.
‘T;_uﬁity of Wray has been built up slowly and surely, and at
BiNe was ever boomed., For years there was seldom a vacant

Beh could not be rented. In later years, however, there

Aweyse been veoant houses, and especially these last few years.

s
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LAND LAWS

The following digest of the United States Land Laws may be

|

of value to our readers both east and west, who contemplate lo- !
= |

L - ' V. P > n = - . - II
cating on Government land, and will appear inthese columns as :

occasion may demand. |
Zvery person who is a citizen of the United States; or who
has declared his intention to become such, that is, the head of

a family, or over twenty-one years of age (male or female) has

ot
L |
(4]

e rights to public land. One timber-culture, one pre-emption
and one homestead right. Parties having used any one of these
rights cannot use that right again; a timber-culture right and

= homestead right at the same time; a homestead right and a pre-
smption right can be used at the same time by one person, or a
timber-culture right and a homestead at the same time. A home-
stead right and a pre-emption right cannot be used at the same

time as both requtre_ residence upon the land entered. A person

who wishes to use his three rights, should first take a timber

claim snd & pre-emption, and after six months 'residence, prove up

5y paying #$1.25 per acre for minimum lands, and then take a home-

This plan gives 480 acres of land tc one person at a cash
r R, _ .
dttlay of about 50 cents an acre, Settlement is the sole basis

"9;¢a¢»'>>--1on right. A pre-emption filing made prior to the
1.

'fhﬁ alleged settlement is not in sccordance with the pre-

T aw, Hence, to sesure a pre-emption; the party should make



' then present his declaratory statement
and .00 for filing to the Loecal Land Office, (The United State
land office for this district is located in Denver). gettlemen
Ades X ean actual residence, but preparation for it, to D€ fol
lowe p 1 cod faith. The claimant should in person, not DY

2nt, tart the erection of a house or begin some other 1mpr
n 1and he selects before he makes pre-emption filing.
Homestead filineg costs in Colorado and the Territories, %16.
oldier's homestead filing, $3. A person taking s homestead
vas six months to get on his land to erect a house. After five
vears! residence, he can prove up by paying $6 commission and no
It costs 214 to file on a timber claim. The applicant is re-
cuired to 2o and see the land, and make his affidavit within the
1and distriets. Five acres on a quarter section is recuired to b
roken or plowed the first year and five acres the second year.
The second year, the first five acres must be cultivated to crops
v otherwise. The third year, the second five acres must be culst
vated, and the first five acres must be planted to timber, seeds
~uttinz. Ten acres are thus to be plowed, planted and cultivated
a ouarter section, and the same proportion when less than a quart
ssation is entered. If trees, seeds or cuttings are destroyed by
crasshoppers or extreme drought, the time of planting may be exte
ed one year for every year of such destruction., No patent can De
{ssued on a timber-culture entry until after the expiration of
slght years of compliance with the law, but any time from eight
yeers to within thirteen years. It is reouired that 2,700 trees

of the proper character be planted on each acre of the

vated, and that at least 875 1living and

14 and

.
thrifty
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narried man under 21 years of age ca

MB

A ngle woman must be over 21 years of age in order to exer
sise any Tig unaer lJand laws. A single woman forf 3. hex
sre-emption filing by marriage, but does not fo t her homeste
or timber-culture entry if she continues hereafter somply wit
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