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“HISTORIC PRESERVATION” AND “HISTORIC PROPERTIES” 

 
Local Preservation is a National Park Service publication series that provides technical 
information concerning the national historic preservation program established by and 
administered under the authority of the National Historic Preservation Act (see Local 
Preservation
 

 "What is the National Historic Preservation Act?.") 

Two terms need to be defined for reference by readers of the Local Preservation Series, 
because they are used in the Series in ways that, while consistent with the definitions in the 
National Historic Preservation Act, could be misleading. 
 
The Act defines historic property or historic resource

 

 to mean any prehistoric or historic district, 
site, building, structure, or object included in, or eligible for inclusion on the National Register, 
including artifacts, records, and material remains related to such a property or resource. 

The Act defines historic preservation or preservation

 

 to mean identification, evaluation, 
recordation, documentation, curation, acquisition, protection, management, rehabilitation, 
restoration, stabilization, maintenance, research, interpretation, conservation, and education 
and training regarding the foregoing activities or any combination of the foregoing activities. 


